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Enrollment has become the main focus of attention for 
higher education administrators. For private institutions 
enrollment is the major source of their funding. And due 
to diminished support from states, it has also become 
the major source of financial support for most public 
colleges and universities. This dependence on tuition 
wasn’t always so great for public institutions, but is the 
result of a process that has been called the privatization 
of public higher education. 

Two reports that got little attention when published 
recently were the Western Interstate Commission on 
Higher Education, known as Wiche. This group released 
its new projections of high-school graduates in all 50 
states through 2031-32. After years of increases in the 
overall number of graduates, the commission’s report 
says, "the U.S. is headed into a period of stagnation," in 
which colleges can no longer rely on growth.

This report projects growth in the South and West, 
and a continuing drop in the Midwest and Northeast. It 
also projects the nation’s high-school graduates becom-
ing more diverse; with the number of white graduates 
decreasing sharply while the number of Hispanic gradu-
ates grows substantially. 

The other report was the “Term Enrollment estimates 
for Fall 2016” by the National Student Clearinghouse 
Research Center, also known just as the Clearinghouse. 

The major finding in that study is that in fall of 2016, 
the overall enrollments in U.S. Colleges and Universities 
decreased by 1.4 percent when compared with the 
previous fall. This decrease was on top of a 1.7 percent 
decrease for fall of 2015 and a 1.3 decrease for fall of 2014.

And the decrease was not uniform among differ-
ent types of institutions. Enrollments among four-year 

for-profit institutions decreased by 14.5 percent, and for 
two-year public institutions the decrease was 2.6 percent. 
Four-year, private non-profit institutions decreased by 
0.6 percent. Enrollments among four-year public institu-
tions increased slightly by 0.2 percent. Taken as a whole, 
public sector enrollment (2-year and 4-year combined) 
declined by 1.0 percent this fall semester.

Among the states most affected by this decline were 
New Mexico (-6.3 percent), West Virginia (-5.1 per-
cent), Hawaii and Montana (-4.4 percent), Florida and 
Kentucky (-4.3 percent), and Illinois (-4 percent). These 
are states that have been affected, in one way or another, 
by a combination of lower numbers of local high school 
graduates and lower financial support by their states. 

The few bright spots in this picture are New Hampshire 
(+11 percent) and Utah (+8.7 percent). Both states have 
seen an increase of their populations with the case of 
Utah being spectacular: between 2010 and 2015 the pop-
ulation increased by 8.4 percent.

When it comes to enrollment declines by discipline, 
we encounter a few surprises. The ones most affected 
by declines are personal and culinary services (-17.8 per-
cent), engineering technologies and engineering-related 
fields (-14.5 percent) and legal professions and studies 
(-10.9 percent). The few ones with significant increases 
are science technologies/technicians (+15.9 percent), 
liberal arts and sciences, general studies and humanities, 

including undeclared students (+4.7 percent), engineer-
ing (+4 percent) and natural resources and conservation 
(+2.5 percent).

These numbers are telling us several things. The 
first and more important one is that there are fewer 
and fewer people going to college overall. That is 
particularly true in states where the number of high 
school graduates is declining and/or the state is giv-
ing less and less support to public higher education. 
One way many colleges and universities have tried to 
deal with these declines is by encouraging an increase 
in the number of international students who not only 
help to keep up headcount, but also pay full out-of-
state tuition, meaning that they are bringing more 
money into the college coffers than in-state students.

The problem here is two-fold and has serious impli-
cations. The first one is that many public institutions 
still resist changing their strategies to attract more 
diverse students in order not to rattle legislators who 
are not necessarily sympathetic to such efforts. The 
second problem is that changes in demographics have 
to do with multiple factors of which the economy is 
the most salient, but not the only one. Sates that invest 
fewer dollars in economic development have histori-
cally seen a decline in their economic activities. This 
decline, in turn, attracts fewer people into the state. 

When it comes to immigration, the year after the 
9/11 attacks we saw a 25 percent decline in the num-
ber of international students enrolled in U.S. colleges 
and universities. Now that we are living in an envi-
ronment of anti-immigration and xenophobic rhetoric, 
we can expect an even larger decline in the number of 
international students applying to study in the U.S., 

particularly those whose ethnicity or religion have 
been specific targets of that rhetoric. In the meantime, 
countries such as Canada and Australia are preparing 
to absorb those international students that will not 
come to the U.S.

Although a decline in the enrollment of for-profit 
institutions is a good sign since most of them provide 
a substandard education and are the major culprits in 
the increase of student debt nationwide, the fact the 
public sector as a whole declined by 1 percent is an 
indication that worse things are yet to come.

The increases in the enrollments in the sciences and 
in the liberal arts is interesting because to become a 
scientist was never heralded as a traditional profes-
sion like law or engineering for people to get well-
paid jobs. And the liberal arts have been subjected 
to a barrage of unfounded criticisms as to their value 
from both the right and the left within the political 
spectrum.

In study after study it has been demonstrated that 
institutions of higher education are engines of eco-
nomic development. When states legislatures and gov-
ernors decide to provide less support for them they 
are committing economic suicide. And that is done 
on the basis of ideological commitment and political 
expediency. They are making poor states even poorer 
while mortgaging the future by attracting fewer pri-
vate enterprises that need an educated population to 
function in those states.

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor 
with leadership experience in higher education.  He can be 
contacted through his website at: http://www.aromerojr.net
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“Staff had previously received an application to connect to the sanitary 
sewer line by the applicant and we were just waiting for the annexation 
agreement to be approved,” he said. 

The next City Council meeting will take place at 7 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 
17 at City Hall in the Council Chambers. All meetings are open to the 
public. 
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Trustee Ed Kostyshock noted that during his time on the board he 
has never heard a negative resignation from anyone who serves with 
the Maryville Fire Department.

“Everyone appreciates the training our firefighters obtain,” he 
said. “I think Maryville is second to none in training.”

In addition to the firefighters, Lynn Neumann resigned from 
her position as administrative assistant at the Maryville Police 
Department.

Neumann is moving out of the state.
In a separate motion at a recent meeting, trustees approved the 

hiring of seven emergency medical technicians.
Short said the hires are being added to the roster for shift cover-

age.
“They are already certified EMTs but will perform a ride along 

period,” he said.
The new hires are Tara Bellitto, EMT-basic, Cheryl Caribardi-

Wilson, EMT-paramedic, Sarah Hoerchler, EMT-basic, Kristin 
Krayniak, EMT-paramedic, Adam Linnell, EMT-paramedic, Nicole 
Miller-Gulley, EMT-paramedic and Anthony Perez, EMT-paramedic.

Trustees also recently approved the purchase and equipping of a 
new police interceptor utility vehicle.

The department will purchase a 2017 Ford police interceptor utili-
ty vehicle at a state bid price of $27,910 from Morrow Brother ’s Ford 
in Greenfield.

Short noted that the new vehicle will replace an older unit that is 
approaching 100,000 miles. He said delivery of the vehicle will be 
in early spring.

The new vehicle will be paid with $15,000 from the Supervision 
Fund and the remainder from the General Fund.

The village anticipates placing the old police unit up for auction.
Related to the new police vehicle, trustees approved an expendi-

ture of $9,590 to Datatronics to equip the new vehicle with the police 
electronics package.

Mayor Larry Gulledge noted that using Datatronics, Godfrey, 
saved the village $500.

Short informed the board that the fire department has used 
Datatronics in the past and has had success with the company. The 
company will give a 5-year warranty on its work.

Continued from Page 1

Meteorologist Patrick Walsh of the National Weather Services St. Louis 
office said 2016, overall, was the typical mixed bag.

"It was warm, but it wasn't the absolute warmest," Walsh said. "We 
did have a fairly warm fall. It was kind of weird year, it was warm, not 
a lot of snow, a couple of wet months. It was St. Louis weather. It gets 
hot and it gets cold."

In his estimation, Walsh says the flooding that carried over from the 
last days of 2015 into 2016 was the biggest weather event.

In a 24-hour period from Dec. 26, 2015, to Dec. 27, 5.37 inches of rain 
fell on the St. Louis area.

"I think the biggest weather thing we had was the flooding from last 
December that carried over into January," he said.

The fall of 2016, was indeed, unseasonably warm with the three-month 
period (September, October and November) setting a record with an 
average temperature of 64.4 degrees.

Sixty days during that same period the temperature reached 70 or 
higher, another record.

No snow was recorded during that period, tying another record.
The average summer (June, July and August) temperature of 81.2 

ranks it ninth.
It was, however, the summer with most occurrences of a low tempera-

ture of 70 or above, 73 days.
Nine record highs were set on different dates, but only one during the 

summer.
The record high for St. Louis was set on July 14, 1954, at 115. The 

record low of -22 was established on Jan. 1, 1884.
Walsh said the three-month forecast to begin 2017 doesn't indicate 

anything out of the ordinary.
"We're not looking at anything expected to be too drastic," he said.
The high temperature for 2016 was 101, recorded on July 24. The low, 

3, was reached on Dec. 19.
Precipitation for the year totaled 41.44 inches, 0.48 inches above nor-

mal.
Precipitation occurred on 113 days during 2016, which includes 57 

days with a recorded thunderstorm.
In terms of snow, there were 11.1 inches recorded for the year with four 

days seeing totals of an inch or more.
The average windspeed for 2016 was 8.4 mph.

Turn of events
The Edwardsville Tiger Dance Team prepares to wrap up its performance Saturday morning during the Illinois Drill Team 
Association Regional Championship. A photo feature covering the event will appear in Saturday's Intelligencer.

Bill Tucker/Intelligencer
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KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — The new year 
is upon you, and 28-year-old Wesley Hamilton 
knows the fear in your heart.

Resolved: You're going to lose weight.
Resolved: You're finally going to achieve that 

one great thing, whatever it is, that fills your 
loved ones with shimmering pride.

But can you, will you, really do it?
Hamilton understands. Five years ago in 

January, the Kansas City father suffered the most 
disastrous moment of his young life, the Kansas 
City Star reported.

He was 23, almost 24, non-athletic and vastly 
overweight — a 5-foot-4, 230-pound single dad. 
He was a regular working guy, employed full 
time at an auto finance place and wrangling with 
the mother of his 2-year-old daughter to obtain 
custody.

That day he was standing outside the 
Grandview apartment of another former girl-
friend. 

It was his birthday weekend. He thought the 
conversation had gone well when, just as he was 
getting into his car, two shots rang out.

He collapsed, blood pooling around him. The 
slugs pierced his body, one slicing through his 
chest and fracturing a rib. The other entered his 
abdomen, partially severing his spine and par-
alyzing him below the waist. The shooter was 
a guy he'd never met, a friend of a friend of his 
ex-girlfriend.

"Everything at that point went through my 
head," Hamilton said. A young man held his 
hand and prayed. "I had a 2-year-old daughter. 
It was the weekend of my birthday. I thought, 
'Is this it?' .People started coming over. I had a 
couple of people holding my chest, trying to stop 
the blood."

Hamilton would spend three weeks in the 
intensive care unit at Research Medical Center. 
He also would spend almost two years fighting 
the severe emotional depression that arose from 
his belief that his life would forever be bedeviled 
by medications, surgeries and limitations.

"It broke me," Hamilton said. "It messed me 
up."

That was then.
Now Hamilton — 100 pounds slimmer, his 

tattooed biceps bulging like bocci balls — sits in 
his wheelchair at a gym, CrossFit Lee's Summit. 
A rope dangles from the ceiling.

"This is where the magic happens," he says. A 
giant smile crosses his face.

He clasps the rope and pulls himself up, pow-
ering 5 feet, 10 feet, 15 feet into the air with his 
body still strapped by a belt into his wheelchair.

He lowers himself. A few moments later, he 
wheels over to two gymnastic rings and begins 
— 1, 2, 3, 4, on and on — doing tricep dips, his 
body and chair rising and lowering together.

Then come his pull-ups, lifting off the floor 
once again in his chair.

Part of Hamilton's message, to be sure, is hard-
ly unique: If you can conceive of it, you can do it. 
Never give up.

"A lot of people out there don't think it's easy 
to change their lives. For me, it wasn't. But, at 
the same time, I pushed myself, because I was 
already at my lowest. I didn't have the opportu-
nity to go any lower. .I want to let people know 
as long as you push you can can get anywhere 
you want to be.

"No matter what your situation is, there is 
always a way you can overcome it. Acceptance is 
the first thing. Once you accept who you are, life 
comes a lot easier. I've lived life a lot easier once 
I accepted who I was."

Notable about Hamilton is the fact that his 
narrative is not that of an injured former athlete 
who, through determination, regains the athleti-
cism and sense of self he thought he'd lost.

Hamilton was never an athlete and had never 
been in shape.

"I was just big around," he said, laughing. "I 
liked cakes. .I never even thought of fitness. I 
never even thought of lifting a weight. I don't 
think I could climb anything."

Instead, Hamilton's story is one in which he 
both found himself and remade himself by think-
ing of someone other than himself: Nevaeh, his 
now 7-year-old daughter.

"It's 'heaven' spelled backwards," he said.
Hamilton already had temporary custody of 

Nevaeh on the afternoon he was shot by a strang-
er. Fatherhood, he said, had always been his 
prime motivation in life. He later received full, 
permanent custody of his daughter.

But he also knows that Nevaeh was forced 
to see him at his lowest and watched him go 
through the toughest years of his rehabilitation. 
For at least the first year after his injury, he said, 
he languished, living with false hope that his 
diagnosis of an "incomplete" severing of his spi-
nal cord meant that he would walk again.

"I was in denial. I swear to God," Hamilton 
said, and carried that denial into rehabilita-
tion therapy. "When they said 'incomplete,' all I 
thought was they just got to give it (my spine and 
legs) time to wake up."

"Incomplete" meant that he still has some small 

nerve connection to his legs that allowed mini-
mal movement on one side, his right, but he was 
still paraplegic. Not willing to believe he would 
no longer walk, Hamilton barely did any of his 
prescribed exercises.

"I didn't do nothing they told me to," he said.
His body — already obese — turned worse. 

He became deeply depressed. He developed a 
deep tailbone ulcer and infection that ultimately 
would result in six surgeries within two years, 
and a colostomy bag.

"My deal was raising my daughter," Hamilton 
said. "But every day was a struggle. I could only 
get up for three hours a day."

He left his job and relied primarily on dis-
ability to survive financially. His depression 
deepened, which Linda Klaiber, a physical ther-
apist at Mid-America Rehabilitation Hospital in 
Overland Park, said is hardly unusual among 
victims of spinal cord injuries.

Klaiber has known Hamilton since soon after 
his injury.

"It's a process. It's almost like the grief cycle," 
she said of dealing with a spinal cord injury. "You 
grieve the loss of your body parts....Your sense of 
identity changes."

Not all individuals, she said, successfully 
escape the depression. But Hamilton did, she 
said. A doctor told him that if he truly wanted to 
change his life for the better, he had to eat better 
and strengthen his body.

It struck Hamilton that he needed to change 
to be the father he intended. "I had to be strong 
for her," he said of Nevaeh. "That is kind of what 
pushed me every day. I couldn't let her see me 
down."

His attitude inspired Aaron Axmear, owner 
of CrossFit Lee's Summit, who had never before 
trained a wheelchair athlete for CrossFit.

"He definitely could have gone the way of 
feeling sorry for himself," Axmear said. "He basi-
cally said, you know, 'I'm better now than when I 
wasn't in this chair.'"

The transformation started as he cut fats and 
carbohydrates and focused much more on eating 
protein, vegetables and salads. Exercise played a 
minor role at first.

"I had one 20-pound weight that my brother 
had given me, and resistance bands the thera-
pists gave me," Hamilton said. "I did little hand 
workouts — enough to break a sweat, and differ-
ent stretches and things like that."

At the Mid-America Rehabilitation Hospital, 
he used a hand-cranking machine that allowed 
him to move his arms and legs for 30-minute 
aerobic workouts several times a week. But his 
eating habits became the key.

Workouts a boost to gunshot victim


