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At least some international experience is becom-
ing commonplace for college students, from those 
that go to other countries just for a short trip in the 
summer to those who do their entire studies abroad 
and even stay in those countries after they graduate. 
Another important way that American college stu-
dents gain international experience is through the 
presence on their campuses of students from abroad.

Nowadays, because of demographic stagnation 
in many states as a consequence of flat and even 
negative high school graduation rates, more and 
more institutions of higher education are relying 
on enrollment of international students to make 
up for those U.S. students who are not enrolling. 
Additionally, because those international students 
pay higher rates of tuition, public colleges and uni-
versities find them as a good source of revenue.

Yet, we oftentimes fail to examine the data need-
ed to fully understand what is going on when it 
comes to the migration of college students from 
one country to another. One of the most compete 
sources of information about higher education at the 
international level is the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) 
annual World University Rankings report, which 
provides statistics and analyses about students 
moving from one country to another for postsecond-
ary education.

This year ’s report shows that there has been a 
dramatic increase in the number of college students 
moving internationally for college. Between 2005 
and 2012 there was a surge in the number of those 
students by 50 percent with a total of more than five 
million by 2015 deciding to study in a country other 
than their own. This reveals a swelling interest by 

college students to have an international experience.
Despite this worldwide interest in getting such 

an experience, the interest is not as high among 
U.S. college students. In fact, ours is one of the 
few countries in the world that host significantly 
more international students than we send abroad, 
about 13 times more. On the other hand, according 
to the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the U.S. remains 
the leading destination for international students, 
hosting around 19 percent of the world’s mobile stu-
dents. Yet, despite the fact that the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development shows that 
the U.S. is fourth (after Luxembourg, Switzerland, 
and Ireland) in disposable income and third (after 
China and India) in world population, it is only 
the seventh largest sender of international students 
worldwide.

It is also very telling that the two major desti-
nations for U.S. students are countries for which 
no special language skills are necessary: the U.K. 
and Canada. According to the report, the major 
considerations of U.S. students when going abroad 
are location, lifestyle, ability to travel, networking 
opportunities, cost and flexibility of the programs 
they attend. One of the reasons behind choosing 
universities in other countries is the cost of attend-
ing them. Because higher education is much more 

subsidized (in some cases even free) in many other 
countries, students feel they can get a lot from their 
money even counting for living expenses and trans-
portation.

This latest point is interesting given that students 
from most countries still choose the U.S. as their 
favorite destination despite the fact that their living 
standards are lower and that U.S. higher education 
is the most expensive in the world. Despite this, 
international students are more interested than their 
American counterparts in the quality of programs 
than the factors around convenience that seem to 
command U.S. students’ decisions.

U.S. students also seem to be more concerned 
about an educational institution’s ranking and more 
interested in data related to employability after 
graduation than their international counterparts. 
International students who come to the U.S., on the 
other hand, are mostly interested in the prestige 
that comes from graduating from a U.S. institution. 
I once had a student from France who told me that 
she came to the U.S. because she wanted to study 
business and “if you have a business degree from 
the U.S., regardless of the school, you have better 
chances in getting a job in France.”

U.S. students also say that, in general, it is more 
important for them to get in a school with a more 
impressive reputation than in actually doing well 
there. 

For them it has to do with how they can impress 
others rather than how much they actually learn. 
Also, they feel that being at a well-known institution 
gives them a better opportunity for networking and 
getting a better chance to get a good job.

This is sad because what students learn and the 
skills they develop are the ones that will determine 
their future success. 

Unfortunately, our educational system at the high 
school level seems to emphasize diplomas over 
gaining an education. And part of that education 
should include broadening their horizons and learn-
ing different languages. Europeans have an old joke 
about Americans. The say “the easiest way to differ-
entiate a European from an American is by counting 
the number of languages they speak, for the latter is 
usually only one.”

This is an issue that was famously addressed by 
the late Illinois politician Paul Simon in his 1980 
book “The Tongue-Tied American: Confronting the 
Foreign Language Crisis.” Yet, we are not doing 
much to address it – particularly in higher educa-
tion.

It is time for U.S. colleges and universities not 
only to become savvier about attracting internation-
al students to make up for the decline in domestic 
enrollments, but also to improve international lan-
guage skills while creating more opportunities for 
U.S. students to study abroad. And if they think 
such a goal is too expensive, they need to see it as 
a great opportunity for fundraising. No one knows 
better the benefits of an international experience 
than those alumni who have become successful in 
life because of it.

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college pro-
fessor with leadership experience in higher education.  
He can be contacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net
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“Our art fair artists absolutely adore the volunteers. They bring food, cof-
fee, and hot chocolate to artists and provide booth sitting services so artists 
can take a break.  Three days selling artwork outside can be exhausting, so it’s 
very important to us that our artists are well taken care of and our volunteers 
always exceed our expectations.”

There are still several volunteer positions available.  “Friday morning 
volunteers are especially needed, because artists need lots of help setting 
up their tents and transporting loads of artwork,” Tidball added.  “Most of 
our volunteers last year were community members and Edwardsville High 
School students, and we’re looking forward to working with them again this 
year.”  Sign up to volunteer at www.edwardsvilleartscenter.com.

Prizes worth a total of $15,000 will be awarded to the artists in the 2016 
Edwardsville Art Fair.  These awards are generously provided by local peo-
ple and businesses.  Mathis, Marifian & Richter Ltd. of Belleville is again 
sponsoring the Best of Show Award worth $1,500.  The  Named Award 
Sponsors for $750 include First Clover Leaf Bank, TheBANK of Edwardsville, 
Ed and Barbara Hightower, JF Electric, Anderson Hospital, and In Memory 
of Bernadine L. Werner.   In addition, there are 12 Best of Category Awards 
for $600 each, of which six currently have sponsors - Edwardsville Online, 
Coldwell Banker Brown Realtors, Dan and Caroline Anderson, Jennifer Ladd 
Allstate Agency, Scherer Law Firm, and Lewis Rice.  Tidball pointed out that 
there are still slots open for six more sponsors in Best of Digital and Graphic 
Design, Fine Craft, Mixed Media, Watercolor, Sculpture and Wood. 

The $200 Merit Awards are sponsored by Joan and Al Wentz, Scheffel 
Boyle, Family Physicians of Madison County, Borden Dental Arts, Bard and 
Didriksen Pediatrics, Edwardsville Township, in Memory of Dennis DeToye 
and Lucco, Brown, Threlkeld and Dawson LLP. 

In addition, Scott Credit Union is sponsoring the Children’s Create IT 
and Take IT tent on Saturday, but Sunday’s $1,000 sponsorship is still need-
ed.  Entertainment is sponsored by Gori Julian, VIP Tent is sponsored by 
Lifetouch, and The Children’s Art Gallery is sponsored by Goshen Rotary.  

Call the Edwardsville Arts Center for more information about sponsor-
ships that are still available.
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The project will consist of the reconstruction 
of the roadway from Bryant Avenue to Troy 
Road and Longfellow Avenue will be recon-
structed from Fourth Avenue to Third Avenue. 
Also in the plans is a standard valley gutter 
that will be constructed along both edges of 
the pavement, the replacement of the current 
storm sewer and a new sidewalk on one side 
of the roadway. 

Although the grant money that has been 
received will significantly help the project, 

Zwijack said the costs associated with con-
struction are considerable.

“For Third Avenue (and the portion of 
Longfellow), we estimate $540,000 for con-
struction,” Zwijack said.

If the agreement is approved by City 
Council, Zwijack said the construction will 
begin sooner rather than later.

“(Construction) will probably be sometime 
in the spring. Construction would have to be 
wrapped up by the end of September of next 
year for the grant money,” Zwijack said.

The committee expressed concerns about 
other roadways wanting to have similar work 
done. Director of Public Works Eric Williams 
said as more city projects come about, the city 
will have to take advantage of CDBG grants, 

when available.
“We’re really just going to have to keep 

chipping away with each grant. I think we’re 
just going to have to take it street by street. 
This section, like Ryan mentioned, makes 
sense, the way the storm sewers run out this 
way. The phasing we’ve got is going to work 
well. We’ll just keep rolling through the CDBG 
grant process every couple of years,” Williams 
said. 

All committee members, except for alder-
man Craig Louer who was excused from the 
meeting, were in favor of recommending the 
agreement to City Council for approval. The 
next Public Services Committee meeting will 
be held at 5 p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 9 at City Hall 
in the Governor Edwards Conference Room. 
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“When Hospice of Southern 
Illinois announced that Relais was 
closing, my Grandma Ruth was 
at Cedarhurst of Edwardsville 
Memory Care less than one-
half mile away with end-stage 
Alzheimer ’s Disease,” Joshua 
Jennings said in the release. “We 
had thought for some time that 

there was still more we could do 
in Edwardsville for those with 
Alzheimer’s Disease and this was 
too good of an opportunity to 
pass up. We’re able to carry on the 
legacy of an important communi-
ty asset in Relais, nearly imme-
diately fulfill the need for more 
memory care in Edwardsville and, 
for me personally, do something 
that would make my Grandma 
Ruth proud.” 

The property has a private pond 
out back and a gazebo, court-
yards and walking path around 

the entire community. 
Residents will be “empowered 

for independence with custom-
ized, residence-centered care and 
support, first-class architecture 
and amenities, and a world-class, 
mission-driven staff,” according 
to the release.

Cedarhurst Living, a healthcare 
management firm, will be operat-
ing Ruth’s House.

The firm is expecting that the 
facility will be ready to open 
by October. Cedarhurst Living 
employs more than 550 peo-

ple and operates assisted living 
and memory care communities 
in Illinois, Missouri and Kansas. 
Cedarhurst Living is part of the 
Dover Companies, which also 
includes Brahms Construction, 
Dover Development and Dover 
Capital.

“We’re excited to have a chance 
to expand the Cedarhurst mis-
sion of providing person-centered 
care with the addition of Ruth’s 
House,” said Josh Stevens, pres-
ident and CEO of Cedarhurst 
Living. 
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“(The show) will be put on by local musicians. Steve Davis; Steve is best 
known for being a part of Memories of Elvis, but he won’t be Elvis. It will be 
a really fun, two-hour show for people who like different kinds of country,” 
Canal said. 

Tickets are $15 to $20 and still available at the Wildey website or box office.
At 8 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 6, the Ruf Records’ Blues Caravan tour will take 

the stage at the Wildey. The band has toured across Europe and the U.S. over 
the last 10 years with different song lineups for each performance. The band 
will consist of up-and-coming Blues artists, such as Tasha Taylor, Laya Zoe 
and Ina Forsman. 

Canal said he is eager to see the Blues Caravan performance, and hopes 
everyone else will take advantage of the opportunity.

“Every year, Ruf Records puts together some of the best upcoming blues 
singings and feature that across the United States. We were lucky enough to 
get them here this year. If you like the blues and you want to see some future 
blues stars, this is a show to come to. It’s only $20. I’m really looking forward 
to it. I really like the blues and I’ve seen some of the people that have been 
featured in previous tours and it’s especially a great chance for a crowd to 
come see three upcoming Blues acts,” Canal said. 

Seating is still available and tickets are $20. 
Kip Winger is hitting the stage at 8 p.m., Friday, Aug. 19. Reigning from his 

early musical days as a bass player for Alice Cooper, Winger will be perform-
ing a solo show this time around. He has performed or recorded with various 
artists, such as Mark Farner, Roger Daltrey, Bob Dylan, and Neal Schon. 

The next performance is at 8 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 20, featuring Al Stewart 
and Gary Wright with The Empty Pockets. With two platinum-selling artists 
performing together, the show is already sold-out. Stewart’s most recogniz-
able songs include, “Year of the Cat,” “Time Passages,” “On the Border,” and 
“Nostradamus.” Wright’s musical hits include, “Dream Weaver,” “Love is 
Alive,” and “Really Wanna Know You.” 

Canal said Wright has performed for the Wildey before, but never have 
they done a show together at the Wildey.

“Sold out show. Gary Wright is a classic-rock headliner in his own right. Al 
Stewart has sold the place out before, Gary hasn’t. They’re doing the show 
together, and it will be about an hour. Then the two of them are going to do 
an encore together. It’s a great chance for people to see two classic rock musi-
cians,” Canal said. 

Additional seating for the show may still be available. To find out more 
information, call 618-307-1750.

Wrapping up the last weekend of shows, at 6 p.m., Friday, Aug. 26 is a 
meet-and-greet, followed by an 8 p.m. performance of 80’s pop icon Tiffany. 
Fans participating in the meet-and-greet will receive a souvenir, can ask 
questions, and have a photo opportunity. Tiffany has sold over 15 million 
albums to date and is best known for her songs, “I Think We’re Alone Now,” 
and “Could’ve Been.” 

You must purchase a concert ticket to participate in the meet-and-greet. 
Meet-and-greet tickets are $35 and concert ticket prices vary per seat. Tickets 
are available online or at the box office.

Closing out the last month of summer music is the Martin Barre Band hit-
ting the stage at 8 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 27. Barre is a renowned guitarist for 
Jethro Tull, and has been for 43 years. With Barre playing Jethro Tull hits and 
several new tracks, Canal said this show will be one you don’t want to miss.

“Jethro Tull is another semi-iconic band. Martin Barre will be with his full 
band, and it’s an honor having him come in here,” Canal said.

Tickets are available now and prices vary per seat. 
For more information about upcoming performances or ticket prices, visit 

www.wildeytheatre.com. Tickets can be purchased online or by calling 618-
307-1750.
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Mascoutah plans annual homecoming
For the Intelligencer

Come celebrate Mascoutah’s 
90th Annual Homecoming und 
Augustfest, one of the largest 
summer community events in 
Southern Illinois. The three day 
celebration will be held Friday 
through Sunday, August 5, 6 & 7 at 
Scheve Park in Mascoutah. Entry 
into historic Scheve Park is always 
free and open to the public.

PARADES
Nothing compares to the 

Mascoutah Homecoming parades 
held on Saturday and Sunday! 
Decorated floats, marching bands 
from area high schools and grade 
schools, class reunion attendees on 
flatbed trucks, clowns, and much, 
much more too numerous to list. 
It’s not unusual for the parade to 
take over an hour to complete so 
don’t forget your lawn chair and 
stake your space along the parade 
route. You’ll love it as much as 
the kids do! This year’s theme is 
“Service to the Community.”

Each parade begins at 5 p.m. 
and heads down Main Street from 
the center of town and then turns 
on 6th Street ending at the Scheve 
Park.

MUSIC
Dance the night away under the 

stars at Mascoutah’s own train 
station. The musical lineup on the 
depot stage includes “The Jorrells” 
on Friday from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.; 
“The Rough Ryders” on Saturday 
from 7:3 p.m. to 11:30 p.m.; and 
“F-150” from 7 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. 
on Sunday.

Music at Scheve Park’s Pole 
Barn begins on Friday with “Night 
Ryders” from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m., 
followed by “Cactus Moon” on 
Saturday from 6:30 p.m. to 10:30 
p.m.   On Sunday, Mascoutah’s 
own Tom & Kathy LaQuet will 
perform at the Car Show from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m.  “Turnpike Cruiser”
will be at the Pole Barn on Sunday
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

MASCOUTAH’S 
HOMECOMING QUEEN

The highlight of Sunday’s cel-
ebration is the Miss Mascoutah 
Homecoming Queen coronation at 
3:00 p.m. Throughout the week-
end, queen candidates continue to 
sell raffle tickets for the big draw-
ing on Sunday night. The young 
lady who sells the most raffle tick-

ets will be crowned homecoming 
queen. Buy a ticket and take a 
chance to win $3,000, $1,500, and 
$500! The cost is only $1 each or 
seven for $5. The drawing will be 
held at 10 p.m. and you need not 
be present to win.

4-H JUDGING
For the 13th year in a row, 4-H

members from all over the area 
will be displaying their projects 
and livestock at the Agriculture 
Building located in the north part 
of Scheve Park. 

If you like animals, come and 
see some of the top cattle, horses, 
sheep, swine, poultry, and rabbits 
in the area. Cheer on your favorite 
4-H member!

On Friday, doors open at 10 a.m.
to view the general projects.  The 
Poultry Show will be held at 9:30 
a.m., the Rabbit Show at 1 p.m.,
and the Swine Show at 6 p.m.
Doors close a 8 p.m.

On Saturday, the Beef Show will 
be held at 7:30 a.m. followed by the 
Dairy Show, Sheep Show, and Goat 
Show.

There will be a livestock auction 
beginning at 7:30 p.m.

On Sunday, there will be a Super 
Showmanship Contest at 10:30 a.m.  
Individual 4-H members sign up to 

display their showmanship skills.  
It’s an exciting ending to a spectacu-
lar 4-H weekend.

FOOD, FOOD, AND MORE 
FOOD!

Everything from lemon shakeups, 
hot dogs and hamburgers, funnel 
cakes and snow cones, and of course 
plates of delicious German food will 
be available. 

Food stands open on Friday at 
5:00 p.m., and Saturday at 10:30 
a.m.  If you like potato pancakes,
bratwurst and knockwurst with
tangy sauerkraut, then you’ve come
to the right place. Mascoutah is
famous for their German food. You
won’t walk away hungry!

Join us on Sunday morning for 
breakfast served from 7 a.m. to 10:30 
a.m.

All other food stands open at 11
a.m.

FAMILY FUN 
ENTERTAINMENT

If you are a fan of truck and 
tractor pulls, then check out the 
Mascoutah Homecoming. The 
Plow & Weight Tractor Pull will 
be held Friday evening beginning 
a 7:00 p.m. 

On Saturday, check out the Diesel 
Smokers Tractor Pull also at 7:00 
p.m. And to wrap up the weekend,

a second Diesel Smoker Tractor 
Pull will be held at 7:00 p.m. 

Each event is held at Scheve 
Park arena. The tractor pulls are 
a Southern Illinois favorite at the 
Homecoming with participants 
from communities throughout the 
Metro-East area ready to compete.

From carnival rides to horse-
shoe tournaments, the Mascoutah 
Homecoming has something for 
everyone. Take a step back in time, 
at the Berger-Kiel Log House to 
be open from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. on 
Sunday. The Berger-Kiel original 
house was built c.1863-1864 for a 
low-income rural family during the 
mid-nineteenth century, with two 
rooms - one up and one down.

Registration begins at 12 noon 
for the Children’s Pedal Tractor 
Pull with the actual event begin-
ning 1:00 p.m. Kids love the pedal 
tractors and the friendly competi-
tion.

Find your dream come true at 
the Car Show scheduled from 
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Trophies 
will be awarded.

To keep in touch with new 
details before the great event, fol-
low the Mascoutah Homecoming 
und August Fest on Facebook or 
visit mascoutahhomecoming.org

A crowd gathers for a previous Mascoutah Homecoming Parade.
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