
Regional
Page 3Monday, July 18 ,2016 — www.theintelligencer.com

Continued from Page 1

“One of the things that we’re doing differ-
ently is we are adding a Food Zone. So we will 
actually have a large tent with tables and chairs 
so people can sit there out on Main Street and 
enjoy some of the local restaurants that are 
already downtown, like Bigelo’s, Cleveland-
Heath, and Big Daddy’s. But also, we’re bring-
ing in six other Edwardsville restaurants to sell 
food down there: Wang Gang, Social Gastropub, 
Shannon’s Bar and Grill, Catrinas, Peel, and 
Joe’s Pizza. We’re going to have a couple of 
food trucks as well. We’re calling it the Spokes & 
Spoons Food Zone,” Morrison said. “We really 
think some people will stick around, will enjoy 
the event longer because there’s a place to sit 
and relax in the shade and there is a lot more 
food options for them.”

Although the live music performances and 

the food selections are big hits at this event, 
Morrison said the bike races are what make the 
festival stand out from others in the area.

“There is something that’s really unique about 
the bike racing. It really is exciting to watch the 
races. The cyclists are traveling at break-neck 
speeds, and it is pretty exciting to see them rac-
ing. There’s really nothing like that in the Metro 
East, and downtown area like this. The fact that 
we have the music, the fact that we have the 
activities for families, the food, the beverages; I 
think the whole thing is an event that is unlike 
any other in southwestern Illinois,” Morrison 
said.

With the event being located downtown, 
attendees are able to get more acquainted and 
familiar with the Edwardsville atmosphere as 
a whole. Morrison said the Rotary Club’s goals 
with this event is to bring people together and 
for them to be able to participate in one-of-a-
kind activities.

“We want to show people all that downtown 
has to offer, in terms of restaurants and cafes 
and bars and local shops. We want people to 

see that it really has become a destination and 
that we really have a vibrant downtown that 
we want to show off. That’s one of our top pri-
orities,” Morrison said. “We are also trying to 
create signature experiences for people not just 
in our community, but for visitors and create 
experiences that they can’t get anywhere else. 
We really think that this is that type of event.” 

With the numerous bike trails that wind in 
and out of town, the city of Edwardsville is 
very accommodating to any and all bicyclists. 
Morrison said the bike races are also available 
for anyone to participate in. 

“Edwardsville is a bicycling town and there is 
a bike culture here. So a bike race is sort of an 
organic way of promoting bike racing or bicy-
cling. Whether you are somebody who is going 
to go in spandex and get out there and compete 
or if you’re just a casual cyclist, it really is the 
type of event that people of all walks of life can 
enjoy,” Morrison said. 

For more information, visit www.
EdwardsvilleCriterium.com, or find 
Edwardsville Rotary Criterium on Facebook. 
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Andre explained that this vac-
cine series will protect students 
from a severe form of bacterial 
meningitis as well as other illnesses 
caused by this bacterium.  While 
twelfth grade students will need to 
prove receipt of two doses of the 
vaccine, the first dose must have 
been given on or after the student’s 
tenth birthday and the second dose 
given on or after their sixteenth 
birthday.  Please note if the first 
dose was given at sixteen years 
of age or later, only one dose is 
required.  Parents should bring an 
updated copy of their child’s immu-
nization record to registration.

Lewis & Clark Community 

College’s Family Health Clinic, 
which has a Mobile Health Unit that 
is staffed with a Nurse Practitioner 
to provide school and sports physi-
cals, will again be stationed outside 
the middle schools and high schools 
on some of the registration days.

The Mobile Health Unit will be 
stationed at Lincoln Middle School 
from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. on July 26, 
at Liberty Middle School from 1 
p.m. to 7 p.m. on July 28, and at
Edwardsville High School from 9
am to 3 p.m. on July 29 as well as
from noon to 7 p.m. on Aug. 1.

School/sport physicals through 
the Mobile Health Unit are $25 each 
and payment is due at time of ser-
vice.  A parent must complete and 
sign the child’s physical form for 
those under 18 years of age.

“In a few short weeks we will 
begin another positive and produc-
tive year in District 7,” Andre noted.
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Pilates classes have a maxi-
mum of five students and barre 
classes have a maximum of 16. 
Some Pilates classes are held on 
a mat on the floor, but most use 
the Pilates equipment in the stu-
dio. There are four reformers, 
five towers, and four chairs. The 
equipment provides either resis-
tance or help with various move-
ments. 

“They’re great for people who 
may have limited mobility or 
tightness,” Manning said. “We 
can set the machine to help you 
do what you can’t do yourself.” 

“The instructors like the small-
er classes,” Manning said. “It’s a 
great teacher to client ratio.” 

Pilates tends to focus on the 
core of the body, Manning said. 
“Everything we do funnels from 

the core,” she said. “There are 
different layers of abdominals we 
work on.” 

The transition from teacher to 
owner has been smooth, Manning 
said.  “The previous owners really 
helped,” she said. Stuttle and her 
sister Angela Schoenherr, who ran 
the studio with her, worked with 
Manning after she purchased it to 
get her up to speed. She enjoys 
spending more time at the studio, 
she said. She previously taught 
evenings and weekends. 

The studio offers group classes 
in the mornings, evenings, and 
Saturdays. From 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
or 5 p.m. in the afternoon, they 
offer private classes. The studio 
also offers classes that are half 
Pilates and half barre. Manning 
recommends that new clients 
have three private lessons when 
they start. The three lessons are 
offered at a special price. “That 
gives the instructor an idea of 
where they are and what classes 
would be good for them.” 

Some of the most important statistics in higher 
education concern enrollment. For private institu-
tions that is their bread-and-butter, because unless 
they are one of those with gigantic endowments 
they need the money that comes from tuition and 
fees to operate. For public institutions the situation 
is becoming more similar because they are getting 
fewer funds from their states and increasingly rely on 
tuition and fees, a process that has been termed “the 
privatization of public higher education.”

The other reason why enrollment numbers matter 
is because of prestige. The more and better students 
an institution can enroll, the more it can claim a level 
of prestige. And if the numbers of applicants increase 
– because of the perceived prestige – institutions
become more selective in admissions. This, in turn,
increases retention and graduation rates. And those
numbers are becoming more and more important
when time comes to demonstrate educational effec-
tiveness.

Last May enrollment statistics for U.S. institutions 
of higher education were released by The National 
Student Clearinghouse. This is a non-profit organiza-
tion founded in 1993 by the higher education commu-
nity that provides student data related to enrollment 
and performance, and the news is not good.

The report, titled “Term enrollments estimates for 
Spring 2016,” shows that the overall postsecondary 
enrollment decreased 1.3 percent from the previous 
spring. The decrease was most pronounced among 
four-year for-profit institutions (-9.3 percent) and 
two-year public institutions (-2.8 percent). On the 
other hand, enrollments increased slightly among 
four-year public institutions (+0.6 percent) and four-

year private nonprofit institutions (+0.7 percent). As 
a whole, public sector enrollment (two-year and four-
year combined) declined by 0.9 percent this spring.

There is also a great deal of variation in enrollment 
on a state-by-state basis. The two states showing the 
largest increases in enrollment are New Hampshire 
(11.6 percent) and Utah (8.5 percent). On the other 
hand, the ones with the largest decreases are Nebraska 
(-5.1 percent) and Illinois (-4.4 percent). The case of 
Illinois is particularly troubling because this dramatic 
decrease is on top of a -3.8 percent decrease the year 
before, and a -3.1 percent the year before that. In fact, 
from 687,305 students enrolled in higher education in 
Illinois in 2014, two years later it was only 631,965. 
That is roughly 56,000 fewer students.

According to the National Center for Education 
Statistics, a branch of the U.S. Department of 
Education, nationwide the total number of students 
enrolled in U.S. colleges and universities was just 
over 21 million in 2010 (the peak year). Today that 
number is 18,343,655, roughly two and a half million 
fewer students in our colleges and universities.

What is behind this decline? There are several fac-
tors influencing this trend. The first one is the fall in 
the number of high school graduates in many states. 
This is due to plain demographics. Ten states have 
seen stagnation (less than one percent increase per 
year) in their population growth and Illinois is one 

of them. The other cause is the high cost of college 
in for-profit institutions. No wonder that those are 
the institutions seeing the largest decline in enroll-
ments, which is not all a bad thing. Students from 
those institutions are the ones who graduate with the 
highest levels of debt and an education not always of 
the highest quality.

When it comes to two-year public institutions 
(community and technical colleges) the decline in 
their enrollments can be attributed to the improving 
economy and the decline in unemployment rates. In 
other words, the more jobs out there, the less peo-
ple feel that a two-year degree will increase their 
employment opportunities.

What is interesting is that those schools showing 
the highest increase in enrollment are the four-year 
nonprofit, private colleges. And that is interesting 
because these are among the most expensive college 
choices. On the other hand, they are the ones that on 
average offer a better quality education. They also 
are the ones that emphasize a liberal arts education, 
i.e., providing skills such as critical thinking, commu-
nication, teamwork, and problem solving, that will
always be useful regardless of what career path their
graduates follow.

The other factor is that budget cuts in many states 
have meant less financial aid for prospective students 
while the fear of those institutions actually closing 
has lead fewer students to enroll. It is simply too 
much of a risk.

What should colleges and universities be doing to 
deal with the issue of declining enrollments? Several 
things. The first and most important is to offer quali-
ty education in innovative programs for which there 

is demand. For example, at the present time there is a 
huge demand for specialists in cyber security, yet that 
industry claims that they only have about 40 percent 
of the employees with the technical education they 
need.

Another is to increase the number of international 
students. Their numbers keep increasing nationwide, 
but simply relying on happenstance won’t ensure 
that they come to a specific institution. Schools need 
well-developed strategies, policies and practices to 
attract and retain them in a highly competitive envi-
ronment.

Finally, institutions of higher education need to 
become more savvy in trying to attract the only pop-
ulation sector in this country that is showing a sus-
tained increase: Hispanics. To that end, they need to 
develop strategies aimed not only at the students but 
also at their families, because decisions like where to 
attend college usually take place at the family level 
among Hispanics. Colleges and universities need to 
create welcoming environments for them. Some of 
those schools that have been successful have made 
small changes that have had great consequences, 
such as having bilingual signs on their campuses.

It is time, especially for public institutions, to 
become shrewder and start developing programs and 
strategies aimed at those sectors of the population 
that can cover for the undeniable effects of demo-
graphic changes.

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college pro-
fessor with leadership experience in higher education.  
He can be contacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net

Enrollment numbers can mean a lot to universities

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr.
Letters from Academia
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With continuous parking, it can 
begin to erode the property lines 
in the area.

The ordinance was passed on to 
the Public Services Committee for 
a first read. 

The next Public Safety Committee 
meeting will take place at 5:30 p.m., 
Monday, July 25 in the Governor 
Edwards Conference Room at City 
Hall. All meetings are open to the 
public. 
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The kids race, pictured above, will once again be a highlight at TheBANK of Edwardsville Rotary Criterium Festival this year in 
downtown Edwardsville.

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) — 
Route 66, the historic U.S. high-
way made famous for attracting 
gas-guzzling Chevrolet Bel Airs 
and 1957 Cadillacs traveling from 
Chicago to Los Angeles, is turning 
green.

The Mother Road has seen in 
recent months a growing number 
of electric car charging stations 
along the 2,500-mile path, and 
some states even are pushing for 
solar panels and electric buses.

In Illinois, where Route 66 
begins, the state has installed a net-
work of electric vehicle charging 
station from Lake Michigan 
to the Mississippi River. BMW, 
Mitsubishi, and Nissan are sup-
porting the $1 million effort with 
technical help from the University 
of California at Davis. Officials say 
it the project will cover eight cities, 
and each site will have at least one 
fast-charging station.

"This infrastructure has the clear 
potential to save drivers money 
while delivering environmen-
tal benefits to the state and the 
nation," Gustavo Collantes, with 
the UC Davis Policy Institute and 
lead of the Zero Emission MAP 

initiative, said at the time of the 
project's announcement.

Earlier this year, Missouri's 
highway department announced 
it was eying a project to cover 
a portion of its Route 66 with 
road-ready solar panels. Under 
the experiment, roadways would 
be embedded with solar panels 
to provide energy to nearby rest 
stops.

The electronics of the panels 
would be inside glass-covered, 
hexagonal sections weighing about 
70 pounds each. Solar Roadways, 
an Idaho-based company develop-
ing solar panels, said the formulat-
ed tempered glass would support 
the weight of semi-trucks and has 
a traction surface like asphalt.

Solar Roadways also said this 
month it was in talks with a 
Ramada hotel in Kingman, Arizona 
along Route 66 about placing solar 
panels in a parking lot.

The hotel isn't the one trying to 
get in the action.

Bella Roma Bed & Breakfast 
innkeeper Laura Ferrary said she 
installed a Tesla supercharger at 
her Albuquerque spot after seeing 
an offer from Tesla seeking motel 

charging station. She also antici-
pates more environmentally-con-
science travelers in the future.

"It's just something I thought 
would be perfect for us since we 
like to be eco-friendly and those 
who drive Tesla cars are high-end 
travelers," Ferrary said.

In the six months her upscale 
bed & breakfast has had the char-
ger, it's been used only twice, she 
said. "But I bet that changes soon," 
she said.

This week, the city of 
Albuquerque announced it would 
purchase of fleet of 60-foot articu-
lated battery-electric transit buses 
for a planned rapid transit project 
along Albuquerque's Route 66 in 
the Nob Hill neighborhood. That 
project has drawn strong opposi-
tion from some business owners 
who feel it will disrupt the char-
acter the area and the construction 
would hurt businesses.

However, Albuquerque Mayor 
Richard Berry said the city would 
be better off. "The selection of 
electric buses makes the (transit) 
project an even more sustainable 
project for Albuquerque's future," 
Berry said.

Associated Press

This Wednesday, July 13, 2016 photo shows the Sandia Peak Inn in Albuquerque, N.M., one 
of many motels along the historic Route 66 installing charging stations for electric cars. 

Historic Route 66 is going green


