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Instead they will leave the facility with a tem-
porary secure paper driver’s license/ID card, 
which is valid for 45 days.

Personal information will be sent to a secure 
central issuance facility that will conduct fraud 
checks to ensure the applicant’s identity before 
mailing the more secure driver's license/ID card 
to the applicants address.

Secretary of State Spokesman Henry Haupt 
said the changes are being made to be compli-
ant with federal mandates but also to protect 
Illinoisans.

“The central issuance of driver’s licenses and 
ID cards will make it possible to protect Illinois 

residents from fraud and identity theft,” he 
said. “The state-of-the-art security upgrades 
will make it almost impossible to counterfeit the 
ID cards and licenses.”

Notable features of the cards to enhance secu-
rity are a “ghost” photo of the person that will 
only be visible under UV light, laser perforation 
in the shape of Illinois, which when held up to 
the light is used to authenticate the card and a 
design comprised of many different patterns, 
lines and images that are hard to reproduce.

Haupt said there is no need to rush to get the 
new cards.

“It will take about four years to replace the 
old IDs with the new ones as people cycle 
through the renewal process,” he said. “You will 
get them when you’re current license expires.”

Haupt added that for travel, the Department 
Homeland Security will accept the non-compli-
ant cards for the next four years at airport secu-

rity checkpoints as well as the temporary paper 
identification cards.

“Not having a new card will not affect trav-
el,” Haupt said. “Homeland Security knows 
there are states transitioning to the new cards 
and will not stop anyone from boarding an air-
plane using a current Illinois ID card or drivers 
license.

DHS will continue accepting Illinois IDs for 
domestic air travel until January of 2018.

Haupt said implementing the central issuing 
process will cost $6 million. 

Illinois must be fully REAL ID compliant by 
2020. 

Federal mandates state that IDs should expire 
within eight years of issuance and doesn’t allow 
people to hold a driver’s license and a state ID 
card simultaneously.

Fees for driver’s licenses and ID cards will 
remain unchanged.
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One of the most striking behavioral shifts we 
have observed in college classrooms over the last 
few years is the pervasive use of electronic devices 
by students during class. Whether using their cell 
phones, tablets, or laptops, more and more stu-
dents appear wired to their devices. They check 
social media, read their email, play video games, 
do homework for other classes, and even – at least 
I have it on good authority – watch pornographic 
material all while the professor keeps lecturing.

Many of us find these behaviors uncalled for not 
only because they distract the students who are on 
their devices from the objectives of the classroom 
experience, such as being engaged in the subject 
matter, but also because they distract other stu-
dents and the overall educational experience. 

That is why there is an increasing movement 
among faculty members to prohibit the use of these 
devices in the classroom unless they are required 
for the purposes of the class itself. Students do 
not always respond well to these regulations, with 
many becoming repeat offenders trying to hide the 
use of those devices by placing them on their laps 
and under their desks. Some simply stop going 
to class since it seems that being connected to the 
internet is more important to them than getting 
the education for which they are paying.

Now a new study published by the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and the National Bureau 
of Economic Research substantiates the fear of 
many college professors: electronic devices nega-
tively affect student performance. 

In a report titled “The Impact of Computer 
Usage on Academic Performance,” professors 

from the United States Military Academy found 
that the average final exam scores among students 
assigned to classrooms that allowed computers 
were 18 percent lower than exam scores of stu-
dents in classrooms that prohibited those devices. 
The study also showed that males are more neg-
atively affected than females by the use of these 
devices in the classroom and that they affect peo-
ple equally regardless of ethnicity.

The study, published this month, was conducted 
among 726 students attending the West Point mil-
itary academy. 

This is interesting because the way that school 
is set up makes the control of the methodology 
for the study very rigorous. This military acade-
my is very homogeneous in terms of distribution 
of students among class sections, the syllabi for 
different sections of the same course are identi-
cal, the classes are small (similar to that of small 
liberal arts colleges), students typically sit in the 
classroom in a “U” formation around the profes-
sor, and students are disciplined in ways students 
from other colleges are not, including long march-
es over weekends. Because where West Point stu-
dents rank in their graduating class determines 
their choice of assignment as officers, the pressure 
for them to do well is very high. Therefore, one 
can expect that the negative effect of using elec-

tronic devices in other higher education settings 
will be worse because of less disciplined environ-
ments, less pressure to succeed and larger classes. 

The study concludes that the use of electronic 
devices “draws a student’s attention away from 
the class, resulting in a lower understanding of 
the material.” Also, according to the study, stu-
dents are not as effective at taking notes when 
required to use pen and paper, which, in turn, 
could also lower test scores. The message seems 
clear: students perform worse when personal 
electronic-related technology is available in the 
classroom. 

This disadvantage is true even when students 
are allowed to keep their tablets flat on the desk. 
What happens is that most tablet computers use 
a mobile device operating system, which allows 
for cloud access to web applications, the same 
technology that is used on smart phones. While 
professors are able to monitor usage, students 
have greater propensity to access distracting web 
applications via the tablet computer than with a 
laptop computer. 

The report says that while students may have 
used regular computers in secondary school, 
tablets are a relatively new technology for them, 
limiting their ability to effectively take notes on 
a tablet. 

This problem is more serious than it may seem. 
Not only is the presence of these devices hurt-
ing student performance, but also the kind of 
technological environment provided by colleges. 
Many college rankings place a value on how 
much connectivity there is on campus. There is a 

heavy burden on these institutions to “look good” 
when it comes to those rankings, meaning more 
expenditures to ensure that Wi-Fi connections are 
available at all times, particularly at noon when 
many students connect their smart phone, tablet, 
and laptop at the same time, and at night when 
they download movies and music. That demand 
for bandwidth means more expensive hardware 
technology on campus, as well as personnel to 
service it.

On top of that, the increase in the number of 
online and/or “hybrid” (combination of online 
with certain personal interaction with the instruc-
tor) courses by colleges and universities, as well 
as the increased use of “E-text books” with video 
features, places even further pressure on these 
institutions.

In this day and age of increasing measurements 
for accountability by colleges and universities 
to demonstrate that they are doing their job of 
graduating students on time, they should ban the 
use of electronic devices in the classroom unless 
that use is required for class activities. Such a ban 
would be for the benefit of all: students’ perfor-
mance, professors’ ability to deliver their material 
in a distraction-free environment, and for educa-
tional institutions themselves when it comes to 
their performance in graduating students on time.

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college pro-
fessor with leadership experience in higher education.  
He can be contacted through his website at: http://
www.aromerojr.net

Electronic devices bad for students in class
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Hold on
Two students carry a beachball using nothing but their faces during an event at Leclaire Elementary School's annual Ocean 
Olympics.
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Papa John's, Gulf Shores, Hotshots, Peel Wood 
Fired Pizza, Mike Shannon's Grill, Cold Stone 
Creamery, Sweeties, Wang Gang, Annie's Frozen 
Custard, American Legion On the Hill, Andria's 
Countryside Restaurant, Doc's Smokehouse, 
Domino's, Zapp Thai, Starbucks, Shangri-La, 
County Seat Cafe and Mr. Curry's also participat-
ed this year.

"Mike Shannon's came in at the very top, and 
also so did Andria's and Shangri-La. People also 
loved Sweeties and County Seat Cafe," Justice 
said.

This was the first year that the event was 
opened up to more than just pizza restau-
rants. 

"It allowed people to taste different things and 
see what Edwardsville is all about," Justice said.

Next year, Justice is planning on adding a top 
dessert category.

Ideal weather made the event a big success 
this year.

"It was a big success this year. We had over 400 
people participate this year," Justice said. "Every 

year it has doubled and tripled. Our first year we 
had only 60 and it rained. This year, the weather 
was beautiful."

Not only did Edwardsville and Glen Carbon 
residents participate, but also those from 
Wentzville, Mo., Belleville and Champaign.

It was a great way to showcase what the area 
has for dining options.

"It's so good for the community to do this once 
a year and the restaurants to open up their doors 
to give samples," Justice said.

Proceeds benefited the Glen Ed Pantry and 
Edwardsville High School Marching Band.

For more information, visit www.pizzaprowl.
net.

Catrinas, photo at left, was named the overall winner of the third annual Edwardsville/Glen Carbon Pizza Prowl and More. 
Dewey's Pizza, photo at right was named the top crust of the third annual Edwardsville/Glen Carbon Pizza Prowl and More.
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Flaugher said a maximum score for the water department is a 40, and 
the Maryville Department received a score of 45.58.

And as far as numbers are concerned, the total score the Maryville 
Fire Department received was only .86 below the class 3 rating. ISO 
scores of 60 -69.99 receive a class 4 rating, Maryville received a 69.14 
score.

“With a little more hard work I think we can get to the class 3 rating,” 
Flaugher said. “And for department our size with a volunteer staff that 
is quite an accomplishment.”

Putting the accomplishment into perspective, Flaugher said there are 
only 132 fire departments in the country that have an ISO rating of 1. 
The only one in Illinois is Springfield. The highest ISO rated depart-
ment is Madison County is Alton, with a rating of 2.

Flaugher said many of the communities in Madison County have 
ratings of 5 or 6.

Mayor Larry Gulledge commended the chief and his department and 
said the village should check with its own insurance agent to see if 
rates could be lowered on public owned buildings.

“I’m not sure what the reductions would be,” he said. “I think it does 
have an impact on the commercial properties in the village and I’d 
encourage residents and businesses to contact their agents.”

Trustee Linda Garcia recommended that the information be commu-
nicated to the residents of Maryville through the water bills as well as 
the village’s website.

In other business, Gulledge announced that the Maryville Rabies 
Clinic will be held from 9 a.m. to noon, May 28, at the Maryville 
Firehouse, 300 N. Donk St. 

Pet owners will be able to receive rabies, distemper/parvo and 
BV(kennel cough) vaccinations for dogs. Rabies, distemper and leuke-
mia shots are also available for cats.

Prices and more information can be found at the village of Maryville 
Website, http://www.vil.maryville.il.us.

All dogs and cats must be leased or crated.
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By JONATHAN TURNER
The Rock Island Argus

ROCK ISLAND (AP) — Felix Weil 
is only alive today because of the 
generosity of England, which took in 
European Jewish children in 1938-39.

A native of Frankfurt-am-Main, 
Mr. Weil told his harrowing story 
of escape as an 11-year-old at the 
annual Yom Hashoah Holocaust 
Remembrance, held at Congregation 
Beth Israel, Tri-City Jewish Center.

"At 11, I lost the most precious gift 
that God gives us," he said of his 
parents and sister, whom he had to 
leave behind on Aug. 10, 1939, on a 
train to freedom. Three weeks before 
the start of World War II (Sept. 1, 
1939), Mr. Weil's was the second-to-
last train to escape Nazi Germany 
with Jewish children — among 
just 10,000 who were part of the 
Kindertransport program.

"That seems like a lot, but when 
you think of one and a half mil-
lion children being murdered (in the 
Holocaust), it's a very small amount 
of children," he said. The United 
Kingdom was the only country in 
the world that offered to give refuge 
to Europe's Jewish youngsters, Mr. 
Weil said.

The U.S. Congress considered 
legislation that proposed admitting 
20,000 German refugee children, but 
opposition stopped it. Mr. Weil cited 
a remark by FDR's cousin, Laura 
Delano Houghteling, the wife of the 
U.S. commissioner of immigration, 
who warned "20,000 charming chil-
dren would all too soon grow into 
20,000 ugly adults."

The impetus was the infamous 
Kristallnacht (or "night of crystal"), 
on Nov. 9 and 10, 1938, when nearly 
100 Jews were murdered and 30,000 
more were sent to concentration 
camps. Seven hundred synagogues 
were burned down by Nazis, more 
than 7,000 Jewish-owned business 
destroyed, and the massive amount 
of shattered glass from windows of 
Jewish homes and shops gave the 

onslaught its name.
Part of the reason for that destruc-

tion was the fact Adolf Hitler wanted 
to see if he would face consequences 
from other nations, Mr. Weil said.

"Do you know what happened? 
Nothing," he said. "Absolutely noth-
ing."

Many Jewish families sent 
their children (ages 2-16) via the 
Kindertransport to escape an oncom-
ing catastrophe.

"To this day, I can vividly remem-
ber ... our parents always told us, 
'We're going to sell the home, sell 
our car, close the bank account, and 
we'll be with you in a matter of five, 
six weeks,'" Mr. Weil said. "Of course, 
children believe their parents."

But he was among the 9,000 of 
the 10,000 kids in Kindertransport to 
never see their parents again. Even 
German Jewish adults who accom-
panied the children to England (start-
ing Dec. 2, 1938) had to return to 
Germany, likely killed by the Nazis, 
Mr. Weil said.

He learned that Oct, 19, 1941, the 
last contingent of remaining Jews in 
his town were sent to the Lodz ghetto 
in Poland for "liquidation," meaning 
they would die in the camps. Of his 
long trip west, Mr. Weil said it "was a 
big adventure," going to a new coun-
try, learning a new language, and 
being free from persecution.

The day he left, his mother was "sit-
ting with tears rolling down her face," 
he recalled. "This was going to be the 
last day she would ever see her son."

Most of the transports left by train 
from Vienna, Berlin, Prague and 
other major cities, crossed the Dutch 
and Belgian borders, and went on 
by ship to England. Mr. Weil praised 
the Dutch people for taking risks by 
hiding Jews, taking them into their 
homes, and welcoming them during 
Kindertransport.

When he arrived in England, he 
didn't speak much English; two 
words being "ice cream," he said. 
He was taken in by a kind Christian 
family and stayed in England for the 
rest of the war.

Man recalls escape 
from Nazi Germany


