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In this environment of high student debt, rising 
college cost, diminished funding, and the disparage-
ment of higher education, many politicians are taking 
aim at how colleges and universities spend their 
money. And this is not new. In 2007 and 2008 Sen. 
Chuck Grassley (R-IA) voiced criticism at wealthy 
university endowments, held hearings and proposed 
requiring universities to spend a certain amount of 
their endowments each year just like the IRS requires 
from non-profit organizations. 

Later, in 2014, then Rep. Dave Camp (R-MI), who 
chaired the House Ways and Means Committee, pro-
posed a 1 percent tax on the investment earnings of 
college and university endowments for colleges with 
endowments larger than $100,000 per student. This 
year we are seeing renewed efforts by Congress on 
this issue. Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-PA), chairman of the 
Senate Finance Committee, Rep. Kevin Brady (R-TX), 
chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee 
and Rep. Peter Roskam (R-IL), chairman of the House 
Ways and Means Subcommittee on Oversight, ini-
tiated an investigation of 56 private colleges with 
endowments of more than $1 billion.

To fully understand what is going on here we 
need to look at a number of facts. First, it is true 
that some colleges and universities have very sizable 
endowments. According to a report by the National 
Association of College and University Business 
Officers, the 812 U.S. colleges and universities and 
affiliated foundations they surveyed hold about 
$529 billion in endowment assets. At the top of those 
institutions are Harvard (more than $36 billion), 
Yale (more than $25 billion) and Princeton (about 
$23 billion). The public institution with the largest 

endowment is the University of Texas system with 
more than $24 billion.

These numbers are indeed big, but there is more 
to it than meets the eye. Endowment accounts are 
highly fractioned, from very small ones that provide 
as little as $500 scholarships to students to large 
ones funding general operations for some units or 
entire institutions. Harvard and Princeton, for exam-
ple, have their endowments in about 4,300 separate 
accounts each. Because the recipient institution is 
legally bound to use the donation for the very spe-
cific purpose stipulated by the donor, the institutions 
cannot legally move that money around at will.

Additionally, a lot of endowment money does help 
to lower the cost of education for needy students. 
Although some institutions of higher education have 
specific scholarships aimed at attracting high quality 
students regardless of their financial need, most of 
those scholarships are intended at helping students 
with the cost of going to college. That is particularly 
true for scholarships designed to bring in financially 
disadvantaged minorities.

According to recent written testimony to Congress 
by the president of Princeton University, 80 percent 
of that institution’s $138.2 million undergraduate 
scholarship budget comes from the endowment. 
About 60 percent of Princeton’s undergraduates 
receive financial aid, with an average grant that 

exceeds tuition. So the endowment actually helps 
many students to graduate debt-free. The few stu-
dents who do choose to borrow have a total average 
debt at graduation of $6,600, which is quite modest 
in comparison to students at many other private and 
public universities. The other argument in support 
of certain endowments is that even when they are 
not specifically aimed at providing scholarships, 
by helping to reduce the cost of administering the 
institution they lessen the financial pressure on those 
institutions that are so dependent on tuition, which 
indirectly benefits the students by allowing them not 
to have to pay the full actual cost of their education.

All of this is good, but it has not always been 
that way. In fact, because of congressional scrutiny, 
wealthier institutions have become more sensitive to 
ensure that they offer better financial assistance to 
low- and middle-income students. This is welcomed 
news. Many institutions of higher education have, 
for too many years, emphasized big-ticket fund-
raising aimed at naming buildings, schools and/or 
academic positions after donors. Historically they 
have seen fundraising for scholarships as too small 
of a payoff for their efforts in courting people with 
deep pockets. Yet, recently, some Harvard trustees 
have called for their institution to offer free tuition 
for everyone. 

Although it is true that students with a family 
income of $65,000 or less can attend Harvard tui-
tion-free, the free-for-all tuition proposal does pres-
ent some issues. One is that it would be providing 
economic assistance to wealthy people who do not 
need it. The other (and untold) side of the story is 
that colleges like to attract wealthy students because 

they represent a future cadre of generous donors for 
those institutions. If the vast majority of the students 
come from the lower economic classes, that might 
hurt their fundraising efforts in the long run.

The other aspect that I find intriguing of this 
watchdog movement by Congress is that it is led by 
conservatives and is solely aimed at private colleges 
and universities. In the last decade or so we have 
seen how Republicans at the state level have dra-
matically cut funding to public higher education. If 
they were to conduct a similar investigation of public 
institutions of higher education, it would become 
clear that the major reason behind increased tuition 
and decreased financial assistance for students has 
been these draconian budget cuts. And politicians do 
not want the public to understand the truth behind 
rising college costs.

These are the same political voices that keep 
demanding greater access and more affordability in 
higher education, all the while cutting budgets for 
those institutions. This is simply arithmetic that does 
not add up.

What we need is better strategic management of 
fundraising efforts by private colleges and better 
funding for state institutions whose main constituen-
cies are the low and middle classes. Otherwise what 
we will continue to witness is a charade throughout 
the entire system.

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college pro-
fessor with leadership experience in higher education.  
He can be contacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net
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IDNR spokesman Chris Young said 
all camping, boating and fishing activ-
ities will not be allowed for “safety 
and security reasons.”

The Illinois State Comptrollers 
transparency website shows for Fiscal 
Year 2015, the Southwestern Electrical 
Cooperative Inc., provided utility ser-
vices to the Department of Natural 
Resources, Corrections, Transportation 
and Central Management for a total of 
more than $200,000. 

Young said the state owed $829.58 
for electrical service and $3,504.32 in 
trash service at Horseshoe Lake.

Joe Richardson, vice president of 
communications for Southwestern 
Electric Co-op, said he could not con-
firm if the park was a customer of the 
electric company.

“It is our policy to protect the pri-
vacy of all of our customers,” he said. 
“If someone calls wanting information 
about a customer, I am not at liberty to 
give them the information.”

Richardson did say all customers of 
the company are treated equally.

“When the bill arrives, we give peo-
ple three weeks to pay the bill. After 
that if the bill is not paid, the customer 
is subject to disconnection of services.”

Southwestern provides electricity in 

10 counties in southwestern Illinois 
along the I-70 corridor for about 23,000 
residential, commercial and industrial 
customers.

State Sen. Bill Haine, D-Alton, said 
news of the park closure is frustrating.

“I am troubled and frustrated to 
hear about the closing of Horseshoe 
Lake State Park,” he said. “This great 
state park is a source of recreation for 
many people throughout my district. 
This is a prime example of how the 
budget impasse is trickling down into 
the facets of people’s everyday lives. 
We need to fix this issue and we need 
to fix it now.”

Young said more than 200,000 peo-
ple visited Horseshoe Lake in 2015 
and camping revenue was $9,429 per 
year.

In addition to Horseshoe Lake, 
Ramsey Lake State Recreation Area 
is also closing due to interruption of 
services. Ramsey Lake is located east 
of Hillsboro. 

Young said Ramsey Lake owes 
$1,765.83 for electrical service. 

He said the park attracted 277,373 
visitors in 2015 and generated $87,854 
in revenue per year.

Employees from the closed parks 
will be reassigned to other parks until 
the situation is resolved. Horseshoe 
Lake staff will report to Frank Holten 
State Recreation Area, while Ramsey 
Lake staff will reported to Coffeen 
Lake State Fish and Wildlife area.

The parks will open when the issue 
is resolved.
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It also noted that the television was 
connected to several security cameras 
at the business. 

Undercover drug agents reportedly 
made several meth purchases at the 
salvage yard in the weeks leading up 
to the April 13 raid. The business is 
located at 800 W. MacArthur Drive, in 
Cottage Hills.

In addition to the television, detec-
tives found $1,272 in cash inside 
Tinnon’s pocket, cash that they are 
also seeking to have forfeited. 

Detectives also allegedly found 3 
grams of methamphetamine in his 
pants pocket, according to a sworn 
statement contained in the forfeiture 
papers. 

Police obtained a search warrant for 
the business after allegedly receiving 
several complaints related to possi-
ble drug sales and distribution at the 
salvage yard, according the Sheriff’s 
Department. 

The business goes by several names, 

including Tinnon Motors, J&L Salvage 
and 140 Auto Parts.

Tinnon, who was identified as 
the manager, or operator of the 
facility, was charged with unlawful 
possession of methamphetamine, 
unlawful possession with intent to 
deliver methamphetamine, and two 
counts of unlawful possession of a 
weapon. According to the charge, 
he possessed a Marlin Model 60 .22 
caliber rifle and a .22 caliber Colt 
revolver at the time of his arrest.

Circuit Judge Kyle Napp set Tinnon’s 
bond at $300,000. He is currently being 
held at the Madison County Jail. 

Two others were also charged in the 
incident.

 Lee Anne Edwards, 35, was living 
in a recreational vehicle located on the 
site, according to a news release from 
the Sheriff’s Department. 

She was charged with unlawful 
delivery or possession with intent to 
deliver meth. Edwards’ bond was set 
at $60,000. 

Daniel W. Allsman, 39, who was 
living in the recreational vehicle with 
Edwards, was charged with unlawful 
possession of meth. His bail was set at 
$20,000.
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Employers can also use the depart-
ment to fund, assess and interview 
prospective employees at no cost. It 
also provides employee assessment 
services to local businesses at a fee 
for service.

County Board Chairman Alan 
Dunstan praised the service for help-
ing businesses staff their operations 
with qualified employees.

“It is critical to our economy to 
have services available that will 
not only attract new employment 
opportunities but also showcase 
our great workforce potential. 
The labor force is key to attract-
ing new jobs to Madison County, 
and the Employment and Training 
Department are doing great work in 
furthering our economic base.”

The Madison County WorkNet 
Center recently offered several 
hiring events and workshops in 
December. They offered a workshop 
that offered job tips offered by a 
career specialist.
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 April student of the month was award-
ed to Sarah Schumacher.  Schumacher was 
nominated by the Edwardsville High School 
Fine Arts Department. 

Schumacher will be attending Illinois State 
University and will be majoring in Music 

Education.  She has gained many achieve-
ments including KMOX-Southeast Missouri 
State Student Achievement Award, Illinois 
State Scholar, the Greater Edwardsville 
Area Fine Arts Scholarship, The Conner 
Cunningham Scholarship, and the Redbird 
Academic Scholarship.  In her free time she 
enjoys singing, playing the violin, and play-
ing soccer.

The Edwardsville Rotary Club recognizes 
a student each month September through 
April.  Each May, Edwardsville High School 
Staff chooses one of the monthly winners 
for the $1,500 Edwardsville Rotary EHS 
Scholarship.  The awards have been given 
since 1996 and the Edwardsville Rotary Club 
has given out over $27,000 in scholarships 
to date.

Schumacher honored by Rotary Club

From left are: Steve Grant of TheBANK of Edwardsville; Sarah Schumacher, awarded student and Victoria Voumard, Edwardsville 
High School Fine Arts Department and nominating teacher.
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Madison County Public Health Administrator Toni Corona said Thursday 
that air quality has been identified as a health priority in Madison County 
for at least six year now. An air quality forum is being planned for next fall. 

St. Clair County also received an “F” in the 2016 report. It had 30 orange  
ozone days and three  red  ozone action days, according to the ALA in Illinois 
web site. 

More information can be found at www.stateoftheair.org.
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Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville School of Pharmacy 
faculty members Drs. Kelly Gable, 
Chris Herndon and Jessica Kerr 
have worked with the Illinois 
Pharmacists Association to develop 
and administer online training for 
pharmacists to help prevent opioid 
overdose.  

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
the number of opioid overdoses in 
the state of Illinois is increasing. 
Prescription pain relievers and her-
oin are the primary cause for these 
increasing rates.

In 2014, the state of Illinois had 
an overall 8.3 percent increase rate 
of opioid overdose compared to 
2013 when reviewing data from 
the National Vital Statistics System. 
Within local communities, alarming 
reports of patients who have died 
from an opioid overdose are becom-
ing more common.  

It is known that the number of 
opioid prescriptions dispensed in 
a given year continues to increase 
without necessarily an increase 
in pain control. Chris Herndon, 
PharmD, associate professor in 
the SIUE Department of Pharmacy 
Practice, sees this first hand in his 
practice.  

“Often times, chronic pain is 
multifactorial,” Herndon said. 
“Rehabilitation involves much more 
than medications. Unfortunately, 
financial barriers to a comprehen-
sive treatment approach are often 
out of reach for many patients. This 
leads to over-reliance on medica-
tions as the only modality being 
used, and predictably, inadequate 
pain relief is the result.

“Patients suffering with severe 
pain may take prescribed medica-
tions inappropriately, take medica-
tions prescribed to someone else, or 
most concerning, take illicit street 
drugs in which little is known about 
what is actually being consumed.” 

It is their hope that by further 
educating the community and 
health care professionals, everyone 
can join forces to stop this public 
health concern.  

This issue prompted the develop-
ment of Public Act 099-0480, which 
was enacted in September 2015. The 
Act is comprehensive and has a 
heavy focus regarding opioid over-
dose and preventative measures to 
help decrease the death rate in the 
State of Illinois as well as creating 
pathways to assistance with treat-
ments and preventative education 
in communities. A large focus of 
this public act allows anyone at 
risk of an opioid overdose, such as 
law enforcement officers, firemen, 

school nurses and other trained 
individuals employed by public/
non-public schools to administer 
opioid reversal agent naloxone to 
any person who is having an opioid 
overdose.

However, once all components 
of the training program have been 
completed, participating pharma-
cies and pharmacists can assist 
this population with obtaining 
rescue naloxone therapy and pro-
vide the required safety informa-
tion regarding signs and symp-
toms of opioid overdose, how to 
provide rescue breathing, possible 
adverse effects of naloxone ther-
apy, and emergent call for help 
by contacting emergency medical 
services to engage acute treat-
ment.

All of this assistance can be done 
by pharmacists without an indi-
vidual prescription provided to 
the patient. Patients or caregivers 
will be able to go to a pharmacy 
and request these services assum-
ing the pharmacy has completed 
the appropriate state paperwork.

The Illinois Departments of 
Public Health, Human Services, 
and Financial and Professional 
Regulation collaborated on this 
venture to ensure that pharma-
cists are aware of the ruling and 
receive the recommended training 
to become a community resource 

for this epidemic.  
“Pharmacists are the most acces-

sible healthcare provider in most 
Illinois communities, and the use 
of opioid reversal agents, such 
as naloxone, has saved numer-
ous lives,” said Garth Reynolds, 
Illinois Pharmacists Association 
executive director. 

For more information contact 
Jessica Kerr, PharmD, associate 
professor and assistant chair of 
the SIUE Department of Pharmacy 
Practice at jekerr@siue.edu.

Today’s pharmacists improve 
patients’ lives through the med-
ication and education they pro-
vide. Dedicated to developing a 
community of caring pharmacists, 
the SIUE School of Pharmacy 
curriculum is nationally recog-
nized as a model that offers stu-
dents a unique combination of 
classroom education, research, 
community service and patient 
care. The School of Pharmacy’s 
areas of excellence include a 
drug design and discovery core; 
pediatric practice; chronic pain 
research and practice; and diabe-
tes research and practice. As the 
only downstate Illinois pharma-
cy doctorate program, the SIUE 
School of Pharmacy is address-
ing the growing need for highly 
trained pharmacists in a rapidly 
growing field.

Students trained to battle opioid overdoses


