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The Twilight Zone was one of my favorite TV series 
when I was growing up. Of the 156 episodes, origi-
nally broadcast between 1959 and 1964, the one titled 
“The Changing of the Guard” left a striking mark on 
me. It was about a teacher named Fowler, interpret-
ed by Donald Pleasence, who, after being forced to 
retire, contemplates suicide because he does not feel 
he has made a difference in the world. Then he imag-
ines going back to his classroom where the ghosts of 
a number of his former students show up and tell him 
of all of their achievements while thanking him for 
teaching them values such as courage, ethics, brav-
ery, patriotism, loyalty and honesty. 

Fowler returns home where he reflects on the expe-
rience and says, “Be ashamed to die until you have 
won some victory for humanity.” This is actually a 
quote from Horace Mann, an American educator and 
reformer who created the system of public schools 
in this country aimed at providing free education to 
all so children would become productive members 
of society. 

The episode, written by the series creator Rod 
Serling, ends with Fowler saying that he has lived a 
very good, full and rich life. 

This is a good lesson we all need to remember 
about being a teacher. There is no question that teach-
ing, at all levels, is a noble cause. Nobody becomes 
a teacher to be rich or famous. People who get into 
the profession do so because they feel that they can 
change people’s lives, that they can really make a 
difference in this world. 

However, sometimes that calling can be tested. 

Education as an enterprise is being assaulted on 
many different fronts and for many different reasons. 

Public education has been receiving less and less 
support by some politicians who seem to be enam-
ored with the idea of tax cuts under the mantra that 
fewer taxes on the rich will spur economic devel-
opment. It does not matter that this “trickle-down” 
economics idea has been debunked again and again. 
With the same passion that the Republican-controlled 
Congress keeps passing on an almost weekly basis a 
useless repeal of Obamacare, fans of the trickle-down 
idea keep repeating their blind faith on this faulty 
concept. 

Then we have the numerous falsehoods spread 
along much of the political spectrum that education 
is expensive, that faculty earn too much money, and 
that the whole system is inefficient. To that end those 
critics propose an overhaul of that system by using 
some magical “technological fix,” which is nothing 
but a different version of correspondence courses 
regardless of how many times it has been demon-
strated that such systems only work for a narrow 
sector of the population, usually the better-off and 
already educated. The bottom line is that the propo-
nents of ideas like these believe that good teachers 
can be replaced by robotic systems (i.e., computer 
programs) that can deliver education at a low cost 

under the guise of new technologies.
Then we have those who propose an overhaul of 

what should be taught by concentrating efforts in teach-
ing only utilitarian, technical skills. Their idea is that 
graduates in higher education should only have a nar-
row spectrum of abilities, disregarding that to succeed 
in the modern world requires what have been termed 
“soft skills,” including critical thinking, communica-
tion, problem solving and team-work capabilities. 

Some politicians also have concentrated efforts (at 
the local, state, and national levels) to impose all kind 
of regulations on education. Their ultimate goal is an 
ideological control of an activity they find onerous 
and ultimately inconvenient to their political agenda, 
despite their protestations that government oversight 
should be kept away from our educational system. 
These ideas persist no matter how many times it has 
been shown that these excessive regulations are not 
only ineffective but also increase the cost of educa-
tion. Further, there is also this notion that institutions 
of higher education should be run as a business, for-
getting that this activity is not a manufacturing activ-
ity generating a commodity and that students are not 
“consumers.” The very essence of education is offer-
ing personal attention to a population with different 
needs in a changing world. This is the antithesis of a 
business, for-profit model.

On top of that, teaching as a profession has become 
the target of unfounded criticism that blurs not only 
the actual commitment of its practitioners but also 
casts a shadow on the honesty and value of professors. 
Professors are labeled as lazy “liberals” who work 

very little while abusing the concept of tenure or sab-
batical in order to have a life free of commitments and 
obligations. Their out-of-the-classroom activities such 
as scholarship and community service are viewed as 
just a fulfillment of their own hobbies being subsi-
dized by either the taxpayers and/or students and 
their families through tuition and fees. Although there 
are always bad apples like in any other profession, the 
lambasting of teaching as an occupation is the product 
of unscrupulous generalizations.

Unlike the ghosts who appear in The Twilight Zone 
episode thanking Professor Fowler for his teachings, 
what we have now are zombie ideas about education 
in general and higher education in particular that 
are haunting one of the most important endeavors of 
civilization. 

What do we need to do to exorcise ourselves from 
these ideas? We need to become ardent defenders of 
our profession, and more active in securing what is 
now a right of all citizens: good and accessible edu-
cation. We need to transform ourselves into more 
articulate defenders of our vocation. As Horace Mann 
said, we should “be ashamed to die until you have 
won some victory for humanity,” only that this time 
that victory is not only to transform the minds of 
our students but also to transform the system that is 
ruining education as a vocation.

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college pro-
fessor with leadership experience in higher education.  
He can be contacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net
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Letters from Academia

Young Authors
The Edwardsville District 7 Board of Education recently honored its 2016 Young Authors competiton winners. Honored students were: Sydney Andrews, Sydney Chong, Jessica Loyet, Addison 
Reader and Xavier Wilson (state winner) from Cassens Elementary; Nola Brandmeyer, Charles Kurzym and Faith Peterson (state winner) from Columbus Elementary; Milo Kathriner, Cohen 
Schmidt and Campbell Smith (state winner) from Glen Carbon Elementary; Sophia McGillis, Christian Podstawa and Riley Farris (state winner) from Goshen Elementary; Maxwell McCunney 
and Aidan May (state winner) from Hamel Elementary; Maximilian Foley, Brady Hasquin and Zoe Kaufmann (state winner) from Leclaire Elementary; Raelynn Ballard, Scottlynn Ballard, Jordyn 
Ginestra, Abby Liu, Eileen Pan, Teagan Short, Barrett Van, Zachary Walters and Lauren Johnson (state winner) from Liberty Middle School; Natalie Loveridge, Akira Malik, Isabela Meyer, Usma 
Rizvi, Josephine Schaefer, Elizabeth Viox and Gwynn Frisbie-Firsching (state winner) from Lincoln Middle School; Katelyn Long and Addison Greenwood (state winner) from Midway Elementary; 
Dylan Cohn, Lillian Fredericks and Adam Lugge from Nelson Elementary; Livia Budwell, Andrew Byron, Laura Slater and Brayden Schrewe (state winner) from Woodland Elementary; Alison 
Brase, Lillian Hernandez and Mya Boeser (state winner) from Worden Elementary.
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“(The fraternity) has already signed off on the agreement and what it 
entails,” Keeven said.

Butts asked if there was anything in place to thank all the volunteers in 
the community, and if not, if there could be something.

Aldermen Janet Stack and Will Krause agreed with Butts about recogniz-
ing all of the volunteers for what they do in the area.

It was then noted that April 10-17 in National Volunteer Week and April 
20 is Volunteer Recognition Day.

CITY
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The board unanimously voted to repeal the 
temporary delay and business moved to the 
discussion of the preliminary plat approval for 
the Pioneer Trail subdivision.

Pioneer Trail resident Gary Denny said he 
feels the village has had little consideration for 
the residents of Pioneer Trail.

“Essentially we came away from the past 
meetings feeling that the board, as well as 
Remington Properties was going to kidnap our 
easement,” he said. “It is going to be modified 
and changed to meet Remington’s requirements 
so they can sell homes at a lofty profit.  It 
has been apparent to the property owners on 
Pioneer Trail that all of the support and concern 
was for the developer. The whole process has 

been how this affects Remington Properties and 
we feel as residents, that the public servants 
owe us consideration.”

Justin Venvertloh, with the engineering from 
TWM who created the preliminary plats for the 
proposed subdivision, said the easement is 30 
feet wide and made up of 15 feet on Remington’s 
property and 15 feet on the neighbors’ property.

“We have submitted a roadway improvement 
that is contingent on the approval of the neigh-
bors. We have proposed upgrading the roadway 
to 20 feet wide with an asphalt surface,” he said. 
“In addition we have planned for fire hydrants 
that would greatly improve the fire safety to 
residents.”

Denny said the residents of Pioneer Trail will 
not agree to a road upgrade.

“I’d like to make it known to the board and 
to the rest of the public that we are submitting 
a document that specifically states that we, the 
current owners of the Pioneer Trail easement 
will not today, or anytime in the future, allow 

Remington Properties, or anyone else, to modify 
our current road in any shape or form. We have 
those rights, the court supports those rights 
and we are willing to stick to that, whatever it 
takes.”

Schrempf said the position of the village is to 
look at the current subdivision regulation and 
make decisions based on the current regulations.  
He said there are only two mentions of easement 
in the regulation and neither applies to this situ-
ation.

“We have in front of these lots an access ease-
ment. Between the parties who are both burdened 
and benefited by that access easement there is 
considerable debate as to what the terms of their 
access easement allows,” he said. “That is not our 
fight as a village and that has been my position on 
this issue. This is a private property issue.”

The board voted 5-1 to approve the prelim-
inary plat for the Pioneer subdivision. Trustee 
Mary Beth Williams cast the only vote against 
the project.
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“I want to congratulate all of these students on their outstanding 
achievements,” she said.  "The entire District 7 staff is proud of these tal-
ented students and wishes them well in their future academic endeavors.”

NMSC, a not-for-profit organization that operates without government 
assistance, was established in 1955.  

Since its founding, the organization has recognized over three million 
students and provided more than 396,000 scholarships worth over $1.5 
billion.  

The scholarships are underwritten by NMSC with its own funds and by 
approximately 440 business organizations and higher education institu-
tions that share NMSC's goals of honoring the nation's scholastic champi-
ons and encouraging the pursuit of academic excellence.
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“So, Mr. Shaw came up with the 
stellar idea of bringing some of these 
activities directly to the students at 
Worden Elementary.”

Shaw, who was also present at the 
board of education meeting, spoke 
about how he came up with the pro-
gram’s concept.  “I graduated from 
EHS in 1953 next door,” he said point-
ing toward Lincoln Middle School, 
which was the high school back then.  
“And some of my best friends hap-
pened to be from Dorsey and Moro.  
Those people that come from there 
end up being Tigers.  We need to start 
treating them like Tigers when they 
are little people, and they need to 
have the same opportunities as those 
people that live here in the city of 
Edwardsville. . . we wanted them to 
have and be exposed to some of the 
same things that young people are 
exposed to here in Edwardsville.”

With that in mind, five mini-camps 
were developed and Give Me 5 was 
born.  The mini-camps took place 
Tuesday afternoons from 3:30 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. immediately after school 
in the Worden Elementary gymna-

sium from Jan. 26 to Feb. 23.  All 
camps were conducted by a variety 
of EHS sports teams and club spon-
sors.  A variety of camps were offered 
to ensure that there was something 
of interest for all students.  All costs 
associated with the camps were cov-
ered by the Lincoln School Alumni 
Foundation.

EHS coaches Chad Lakatos, Mikala 
Thompkins, Mark Heiderscheid, 
Ashley Walsh, Shanna Combes, Cayla 
Bowen, Kelly Spinka and Andrew 
Bersett as well as EHS students 
Travis Anderson (track and field) 
and Jasmyn Kloster (cheerleading) 
attended the school board meeting to 
talk about their experiences working 
with the Give Me 5 program.  

Lakatos, EHS Track and Field 
Coach, spoke about the day on Jan. 
26 that he and 18 EHS athletes visited 
Worden Elementary for Give Me 5.  
“We had 77 kids at our session.  We 
had seven stations going and so the 
kids were rotated around – about 
three or four minutes at each sta-
tion – and just lots of fun,” he said.  
“For the high school students, it gave 
them ownership.  It gave them a 
lot of responsibility to take pride in 
their station. They had to set that up.  
It helped with their confidence and 
self-esteem and just giving back to 
the young kids.  We always talk to 

them about being role models. . . this 
kind of gave them the opportunity to 
see that.” 

Kloster, an EHS cheerleader who 
participated in the Give Me 5 cheer-
leading program, said “it was an 
honor and pleasure” to have been 
asked to represent EHS at Worden 
Elementary.  “As we walked in the 
building, the students were amazed 
and in awe and looked at us as celeb-
rities.  And that’s when I realized 
the role that my teammates and I 
play,” Kloster said.  “We need to be 
role models for these young kids 
because no matter what, they can 
do it.  And they need to understand 
that no matter one’s background, eth-
nicity, or socio-economic status that 
they can be whoever they want to 
be.  Therefore I want them to know 
that we aren’t just girls on the side 
of a game or a competition mat but 
individuals who illustrate achieve-
ment, success, dedication and most 
importantly perseverance.”

Seventy-one children attended the 
soccer mini-camp on Feb. 2, 45 children 
attended the cheerleading mini-camp 
on Feb. 9, 77 students attended the Feb. 
16 art camp, and 67 students attended 
the volleyball camp on Feb. 23.

“The Give Me 5 program provid-
ed elementary-aged students with 
opportunities to interact with positive 

teen role models, exposed students to 
a variety of high-interest activities 
that require discipline and/or allow 
for creative outlets, and provided 
a structured after-school event for 
interested third through fifth-grade 
students,” Wright added.  

Shaw also explained that the 
Lincoln School Alumni Foundation 
is an organization that fully supports 
District 7 and its students.  “We don’t 
pay any salaries. We don’t rent any 
space, and everybody on our team is 
a volunteer,” he explained about the 
organization.  “All the money that we 
give back to the school district comes 
from you the citizens.”

“What I’m here asking tonight after 
hearing some of the woes of our dis-
trict financially, is that those parents 
that live in those outward areas real-
ize that not only is the school system 
trying to do everything that they can 
to help educate your children but so 
are we as a foundation,” Shaw added.  
“So when we have activities, when 
we reach out to you to be supportive, 
we want you to be there knowing that 
the contributions that you make go 
directly back to the children.”

Wright closed by thanking the 
Lincoln School Alumni Foundation’s 
generous support that enabled the 
mini-camps to be taken directly to the 
students in the Worden community.  
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Program to focus on 
monarch butterflies
For the Intelligencer

The Piasa Palisades Group of the 
Sierra Club and the Great Rivers 
Chapter of the Illinois Audubon 
Society are having a joint meeting 
at 7:30 p.m., Monday, March 14, 
2016 at the Audubon Center at 
Riverlands, 301 Riverlands Way, 
West Alton, MO 63386.  

The evening’s program will be 
“The Plight of the Monarch” pre-
sented by Kirby and Cindy Pringle 
from Tuscola, Illinois.  A twen-
ty-two minute documentary on 

the Monarch Butterfly that details 
the lifecycle of the Monarch and 
the importance of milkweed and 
a second short film on the value 
of Goldenrod for the butterfly’s 
successful migration will be pre-
sented.  

After the two films, the Kirby’s 
will hold a question and answer 
session.  This program is free and 
open to the public.

For additional information, 
contact the Audubon Center at 
Riverlands:  phone 636-899-0090 
or Irma Holmes:  phone 618-459-
2205.


