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In the last few months a couple of developments 
regarding higher education have passed with little 
fanfare among the general public, but which can still 
impact the decisions students and their families make 
about where to go to college.

Both developments have to do with the decision by 
the Obama Administration to drop its initial plans of 
creating a college ranking system. The plan, initially 
announced in August 2013, was supposed to rank 
colleges and universities based on factors such as a 
college’s average net price, student completion rates, 
the percentage of students receiving Pell Grants, labor 
market outcomes and loan repayment rates. The goal 
was for students to make better decisions about what 
school to attend while holding institutions account-
able for their outcomes. The “teeth” of this initiative 
was to have Congress tie some portion of federal stu-
dent aid to the ratings.

The plan was abandoned for multiple rea-
sons. One was the almost unanimous opposition 
to it by numerous groups, including the National 
Association of Independent Colleges and Universities 
and the Association of Private Sector Colleges and 
Universities. These groups argued, and rightfully so, 
that institutions of higher education in this country 
are so diverse that creating a single rating system 
for colleges with so many different missions, student 
profiles and resources would be next to impossi-
ble. For example, some colleges claimed that the 
plan would punish institutions that serve low-in-
come students and those that prepare graduates for 
much-needed but low-paying professions. They said, 
among other things, that a rating system that does 

not adjust for student demographics and institutional 
mission could compel colleges to turn away at-risk 
students, relax their graduation standards, or drop 
degrees in low-paying fields.

Additionally, this plan would have to be approved 
by Congress, whose Republican majority had already 
expressed their opposition by arguing that the federal 
government has no business rating colleges.

As we have mentioned in previous columns, the 
business of ranking colleges and universities is mined 
with pitfalls and methodological issues and fail, for 
the most part, to account for how effective colleges are 
in teaching students valuable hard and soft skills that 
will make a difference in their lives.

On Sept. 12, the White House unveiled a new col-
lege-information Web site in lieu of the rating system. 
The site, titled “College Scorecard” (collegescorecard.
ed.gov), actually is not entirely new since it replaces 
an older one with the same name. Yet, it has some new 
features and is much more user friendly. It seems the 
Administration learned from the disastrous experi-
ence launching the Web site for the Affordable Care 
Act. 

One of the new features of the new Web site is the 
inclusion of measurements of students’ earnings six 
and 10 years after they started at a college, along with 
data showing the proportion of the college’s students 
who are repaying their student loans. Although most 

of the other information provided was already acces-
sible in existing federal databases, such as “College 
Navigator,” the fact that you now can get all that 
information from a single site is a step in the right 
direction. 

Yet, criticism has already surfaced of this score-
card system. One critic is the American Council on 
Education (ACE), a non-profit organization that com-
prises approximately 1,800 accredited, degree-grant-
ing colleges and universities and other related organi-
zations nationwide. In addition to previous criticisms 
about the proposed ranking system, the ACE also 
says that not all graduates from the same universities 
should be treated equally.

This is a fair criticism since we all know that not 
all institutions of higher education have the same 
strengths across the board for all the disciplines they 
teach. Each one has stronger departments than others 
(most due to historical reasons) while other depart-
ments will always be weaker because they just support 
stronger programs by providing general education 
courses. 

Surprisingly, this scorecard system lacks some 
other information that is relevant in assessing the 
long-term survivability of an institution of higher 
education, such as whether a college or university 
is under investigation by federal or state agencies or 
whether or not they have been censured by organiza-
tions such as the American Association of University 
Professors (AAUP) which keeps an eye on whether 
institutions keep up with good practices when it 
comes to academic freedom and labor issues. The 
site does, however, contain the list of colleges that 

the U.S. Department of Education maintains of insti-
tutions they are monitoring because of financial or 
other reasons, 

Another welcomed feature of the scorecard Web site 
is that it has been designed for use on mobile devices, 
which are the main vehicle used by today’s students 
when accessing this kind of information. The site 
also has an extension labeled as “technical” aimed at 
researchers and policy makers, and contains analyses 
and additional data, such as college-graduation rates 
for students who receive Pell Grants.

Despite the fact that these efforts are to be applaud-
ed, two major issues remain.

To begin with we need to recognize that the vast 
majority of the American public lacks  an understand-
ing of how higher education works. In order to offer 
a full and fair 

assessment of the data included on it, the site needs 
a more comprehensive  interpretation of what all those 
numbers mean. 

The other issue is that people need to understand 
that life-transforming decisions,  such as where to go 
to college or which major to pursue, must be informed 
by data but not driven by them. There are many cul-
tural issues that also play a role in this decision, such 
as location, institutional culture, demographics, histo-
ry and even family ties to a particular college. 

In other words, we should not allow computer pro-
grams to tell us where to go for an education. 

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor 
with leadership experience in higher education.  He can be 
contacted through his website at: http://www.aromerojr.net
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“And we have a need to understand one 
another better and relate to one another in a 
better way.”

Amy Hunter, director of racial justice for 
YWCA Metro St. Louis, will be giving the key-
note address on communities from 7:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. in the Maple-Dogwood room of the 
Morris University Center.  

Hunter is a dynamic speaker and a powerful 
advocate for the YWCA’s two-prong mission of 
eliminating racism and empowering women.  
She has been instrumental in incorporating 
these themes into all of the organization’s inter-
nal and external programming.  “She’s a really 
dynamic speaker,” LaFond emphasized.  

LaFond said that Hunter had given TedTalks 
online and has one called “Lucky Zip Codes” 
that pertains to the typical question asked when 
two people meet in St. Louis: "Where did you go 

to high school?”  
“Going off of that she talks about how the 

historical precedence of  race relations in St. 
Louis are bound to geography and community,” 
LaFond noted.  “Her specific talk will be about 
creating community post-Ferguson.  She’ll be 
looking at how these recent events give us an 
opportunity to think about what a good and an 
inclusive community looks like and what gets 
in the way of creating what kind of society we 
want to see.”

Throughout the day on Oct. 1, a full sched-
ule of speakers, films and presentations will 
take place which all relate to various aspects 
of both very local and somewhat more global 
“community.”  For example, the foreign lan-
guage department, through a grant, is hosting 
a special film screening of "Aqui y Alla" (Here 
and There) from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  The film 
gives a peek into the life of a poor Mexican 
family.  

The anthropology department will be looking 
at Cahokia Mounds as part of its presentation, 
“The Mounds-America’s First Cities Project” 
which takes place from 3:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.  

LaFond pointed out that while some presen-
tations are very local, some are a little more 
global.  “We have the one from the foreign 
language department that takes us into more of 
an international realm.  We’ve got some things 
like Amy who is looking at a large issue in the 
United States these days,” he said.  “We also 
have these rather close and parochial things like 
the Cahokia Mounds First Cities project.  We 
have some folks looking at the digital East St. 
Louis project, an outreach project involved in 
our local communities in St. Louis.” 

“Our archivists, librarians and historians 
are looking at community and immigration 
in Madison County – particularly by look-
ing at naturalization records,” LaFond added.  
“We also have some performances.  The Black 
Theater Touring Ensemble doing a performance 
at 2 p.m. that day.  We think it’s a pretty good, 
well-rounded program that will allow us to 
spend a little time thinking about community.”

The complete colloquium schedule can be 
found at www.artsandissues.com/CAS.shtml  
All presentations are free and open to the gen-
eral public.
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What makes the show ‘indie?’ Wall said indie shows usually attract a 
younger crowd. “It’s a lot more edgy than a normal craft show,” he said. 
“We always joke that there are no geese clothes,” he added, referring to 
the clothes used to dress concrete geese for decoration.

Wall also explained that a juried show means that a committee chooses 
applicants based on the quality of their work. They also, he said, tried to 
include vendors that would provide variety. “You don’t want ten soap 
makers when you only have 34 spots,” he said.

“We have people from three states in addition to Illinois and Missouri,” 
Wall said. “We tried to get as many Edwardsville people as we could.’ 

The show will be held on all three floors of the Wildey. “We’re using 
the parking spaces out front for food vendors,” Wall said. Recess 
Brewing will be providing beer for the event.

Wall had help putting the event together from members of the St. 
Louis Craft Mafia. The Craft Mafia is a group of about 40 artisans, Wall 
said, who work together on various events. April Riley, Mary Kelly, and 
Holly Schroeder have been helping Wall with this event.

Wall will be selling his own handmade furniture at the show. He 
got involved with the Craft Mafia when he started his own furniture 
business. Since he handcrafts each piece, he makes a limited number of 
items, and the shows are a great way to show and sell his work, he said. 

The process of planning the show began several months ago. “I 
planned on doing this in October of 2016,” he said. “Then the Wildey 
had a cancellation and the weekend of the 23 through 25 opened up. We 
started taking applications in June and closed them on July 15.”

Wall said he worried about having the event indoors. “The biggest 
fear about having it inside the theatre is that no one is going to know it’s 
there,” he said. He has been advertising as much as possible to increase 
awareness of the show.

A highlight of the weekend, Wall said, would be the VIP event on 
Friday night from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. Catering will be provided by 222 
Artisan Bakery and beer provided by Recess Brewing. “It will be finger 
food,” Wall said. “It’s also a costume party. They vendors will be dressed 
up.” There will be giveaways and raffles throughout the evening. Tickets 
for the VIP night are $15 and are available from the Wildey Theatre’s 
website.

Confluence Crush, a roller derby group, will be providing volunteers 
throughout the weekend. “They’ll be greeters and will watch booths 
when vendors need a break, just helping out wherever needed,” Wall 
said. 

Wall said that indie art shows are growing in popularity. “A lot of 
breweries host them. It’s the same crowd, craft beer and crafters. There 
seems to be a big overlap,” he said. “There is a huge renaissance of hand-
made goods and people wanting them right now.”

Handmade goods are also enjoying a local revival, Wall said. “There 
are a lot of handmade good startups in St. Louis and Illinois,” he said. “A 
lot of the stores on Cherokee Street in St. Louis sell handmade things.” 

Wall has high hopes for the show. “Edwardsville is very supportive of 
the arts,” Wall said. “But there is not as much of an outlet for handcraft-
ed artisans like this. It’s mostly fine arts.”

He hopes to make it an annual event. “Fall shows generally 
have a better turnout,” he said, “and this is a unique event for 
Edwardsville.”
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Picture perfect
Visitors to the Edwardsville Art Fair browse through photos offered by Stephen Thompson of Edwardsville on Sunday afternoon. 
The fair drew large crowds to Edwardsville City Park over its three-day run. A photo feature looking back at the fair will appear 
in Saturday's Intelligencer.

Bill Tucker/Intelligencer
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In the meantime, Patton has directed his administration and staff to 
not send out any new bills using the actual water-usage method.

"We are not going to send out any more bills with the new system. 
We are going to use the old system for the (temporary) time period," 
Patton said.

According to an information release from the city, that temporary 
period will be until Jan. 1 when the new billing changes take effect.

By pushing the date back to the start of the new year, Patton believes 
residents will have a better chance to prepare.

"It's possible it could be for longer out," Patton said of the temporary 
period. "If we get it to at last Jan. 1, then you most likely would have 
January, February, March to change your system and usage methods. 
Most of the increases are things that require water usage in the sum-
mer."

One of those changes a resident can make is the purchase of a deduct 
meter, which is an installable additional meter that specifically mea-
sures the amount of water not flowing into the sewer system.

A deduct meter could go a long way in helping residents with pools, 
irrigation systems, large gardens or for those who routinely clean off 
driveways and sidewalks.

Patton said the staff is working diligently to give residents a better 
idea of their options, including the cost effectiveness of a deduct meter.

"We will correct it and do a better job of educating people about their 
options and the changes of the ordinance," Patton said. "The staff and 
I are going to be working on coming up with the most cost-effective 
way of installing (meters), so people can decide with comparative 
numbers."

For any questions or more information, call the city clerk/collector's 
office at 692-7500 or visit the city of Edwardsville's Facebook page.

"It caught all of us off guard," Patton said of the billing increase. "I 
want to ensure the citizens of the community to let us know how they 
are feeling, and that we will make sure if there's a poor decision or 
rollout, we'll correct it. We are all residents and neighbors, too. We are 
very responsive to individuals' concerns."

Horses a boost to wounded veterans
BARRINGTON, Ill. (AP) — 

Mitchell Hedlund was a broken 
man when summer began.

Suffering from the physical pain 
of a back injury and post-traumat-
ic stress caused by a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade while deployed 
in Afghanistan in 2011, he had 
become a virtual recluse, confined 
to his basement.

But the 25-year-old Army vet-
eran from Poplar Grove showed 
no signs of that or other aspects 
of his recent struggles Monday 
while at the Barrington Hills 
Riding Center.

On the contrary, he was smil-
ing in eager anticipation of the 
horseback trail ride he was about 
to take with 44 other veterans 
being served by Harvard-based 
BraveHearts Therapeutic Riding.

"I never touched a horse until 
two months ago," Hedlund said. 
"That time was very dark. But 
I realized you can't be down 
when you're near a horse. Me 
being here today, I have to thank 
BraveHearts."

Meggan Hill-McQueeney, presi-
dent and chief operating officer of 

BraveHearts, said the concept of 
helping wounded veterans with 
horses came from Marge and Dr. 
Rolf Gunnar of Hinsdale and was 
put into practice around 2007.

Results -- among those will-
ing to give it a try -- have been 
amazingly quick and consistent, 
she said.

"It's not just lives changed 
but lives saved by horses," Hill-
McQueeney said.

The largest agency provid-
ing such services in the U.S., 
BraveHearts worked with 380 
veterans last year and saw its 
number of sessions nearly double 
from 2012 to 2014.

Maura O'Hagan's balance was 
so restored by BraveHearts' work 
with veterans that she stayed on 
as the program's director.

While deployed in Afghanistan 
from 2006 to 2007, the Navy 
veteran suffered from PTSD as 
Hedlund later would. Coming 
from an urban background, 
it took her 2½ years to contact 
BraveHearts.

Remembering those early visits 
still makes her emotional.

"I started feeling myself," 
O'Hagan said. "The possibility of 
the future was there."

Her next transformation was 
in realizing she wanted to help 
provide the same opportunity for 
other veterans. Since then, she's 
worked not only with fellow vet-
erans of America's 21st-century 
wars but those who fought in 
Vietnam and didn't have access to 
such therapy for decades.

"You're learning how to build 
trust again with the horse," 
O'Hagan explained. "When you 
come back from war, you feel 
like you're entering a whole other 
world, even though you've been 
there before."

The basic element of equine 
therapy is that a horse doesn't 
require verbal communication but 
still can't bluffed that everything 
is OK with someone when it isn't.

"The horse knows the true you," 
O'Hagan said.

Hedlund says his relationship 
with horses helped turn around 
his life.

"This is my cure," he said. 
"When you get on top of that 

horse, you feel how the horse is 
feeling. In all honesty, I think it's 
for everyone."

BraveHearts volunteer Pat 
Fasano of Algonquin has been 
working with horses for 20 years 
but learned the positive effect 
they can have on wounded veter-
ans only two years ago.

"I was amazed," he said. "I 
didn't realize the therapeutic 
effect it does have. I think the 
volunteers get just as much out of 
this as the veterans do."

Former Barrington Hills resi-
dent Paddy McKevitt became 
involved with BraveHearts as 
director of operations. He sug-
gested the Barrington Hills Riding 
Center as a location for Monday's 
trail ride, which the Barrington 
Hills Park District proved happy 
to host.

McKevitt said BraveHearts' 
work with veterans has been 
so groundbreaking that the 
Professional Association of 
Therapeutic Horsemanship came 
to the agency for help in draft-
ing the guidelines for its Equine 
Services for Heroes program.


