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In previous articles I have summarized the latest 
results of opinion polls given to university presi-
dents, faculty and the general public on the state of 
higher education. Yet, we rarely hear about opinion 
polls conducted on students about how they feel 
about higher education, not only in the United States 
but globally. This is an important factor not only 
because students are the ones supposed to be served 
by postsecondary educational institutions, but also 
because every year more and more international stu-
dents come to the U.S. to pursue higher education. 
Since those students have become a major source of 
income to those institutions, their opinion is of great 
importance if we want to continue to attract them.

In 2014, Laureate International Universities, a con-
sortium of 80 institutions of higher education in 30 
countries, along with Zogby Analytics, an American 
public opinion polling company, partnered to con-
duct the largest survey ever of student attitudes 
toward higher education.

The results of that survey have just been published 
under the title of “2015 Laureate/Zogby Global 
Student Confidence Index” and are now available 
on the Internet. They surveyed more than 27,000 stu-
dents from 22 countries in North America, Europe, 
Central America, South America, Africa, Asia and 
Australia.

The survey looked at two major areas: the extent 
to which students anticipate various educational 
innovations in the future (e.g., greater involvement of 
industry experts in creation, funding, and evaluation 

of course offerings) and their confidence in their own 
nations’ current education systems. 

Almost 80 percent of the students surveyed said 
that a primary purpose of  education is to improve 
employment prospects. Students were almost unan-
imous (93 percent) in agreeing that schools should 
provide mentors who can help with education job 
placement. This is not surprising for those of us who 
have been teaching students pursuing a professional 
career. One of the major concentrations of incoming  
students in higher education in this country consists 
of those interested in health related careers. They are 
always appreciative when you bring professionals to 
campus.

Another interesting – but not surprising – result 
of the survey is that students are very keen on 
innovation and entrepreneurship. Ninety-six per-
cent of them believe that their institutions should 
foster an entrepreneurial atmosphere. We are 
seeing an increasing emphasis among students 
not to wait for someone to offer them a job but to 
create a job for themselves. That is why many col-
leges and universities now offer courses on entre-
preneurship to non-business majors. Students are 
taught what needs to be done in order to create 
their own enterprise in areas as diverse as the arts 

or technology. 
As was the case with a survey conducted on the 

general population that I reported about earlier, 
most students taking this survey were confident that 
their higher education system provides a high-qual-
ity education, with students in the U.S. and Canada 
giving the highest marks. Students from Turkey and 
Morocco showed the lowest confidence about the 
value of their nation’s education systems.

In general students also reported that when it 
comes to career-oriented trends in higher education, 
most of them feel that certain career-oriented inno-
vations will take place at least 15 years in the future. 
The countries where students feel these changes will 
most likely occur are Panama, Thailand and China. 
The countries where students feel these changes are 
least likely to occur are Turkey, Italy and Spain.

Several major conclusions can be drawn from this 
and other surveys. One is that despite all the talk in 
certain political circles questioning the usefulness of 
a higher education degree, students clearly think it is 
worthwhile. 

A number of studies show that the more education 
you have the higher the chances you will have to be 
employed and earn a higher salary. Students seem to 
know that intuitively.

Another is that students do not see institutions of 
higher education as places where they go just to learn 
content. They really appreciate the opportunities that 
those institutions offer to provide mentoring through 
direct contact with experienced professionals that can 

give them an insight of how to be successful in many 
different careers.

Also there is an increasing interest by students in 
learning skills that will allow them to become inde-
pendent and to establish their own businesses. I think 
that is a healthy trend because it fosters innovation 
and less dependence on the fluctuations of the mac-
roeconomic factors that affect the job market.

Finally, the other important conclusion is that stu-
dents are not only open to – but expect – major inno-
vations in the way institutions of higher education 
will provide them with the tools they need in order 
to become successful in life. In fact, more than half of 
those surveyed think that the professional and per-
sonal perspectives for the future are better today than 
they were in the recent past. More that 90 percent of 
them expect more mentoring and hands-on experi-
ences at their postsecondary educational institutions.

One common answer (81 percent) by those sur-
veyed was, “My education is preparing me for the 
world of work in the 21st century after my studies are 
completed.” Now it is up to us in higher education 
not to disappoint them and to ensure that colleges 
and universities are not just content-delivery places, 
but environments where real-life, transformative 
experiences take place.

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college pro-
fessor with leadership experience in higher education.  
He can be contacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net

College students want more campus mentoring
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr.

Letters from Academia

New officers
The Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution installed new officers at their May meeting.  New officers from left to 
right are:  Chaplain Norma Klaus, Historian Barbara Adelman, Recording Secretary Carolyn Guilander, Regent Pamela Smith, 
Vice-Regent Colleen James, Registrar Brenda Lubrant and Treasurer Donna Crider.
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According to Kohlberg, Edwardsville Police 
received a call about a retail theft at approximate-
ly 5:26 p.m. on June 3 at Kohl's and the suspects 
had fled in a vehicle.

Officers checked the area and located the vehi-
cle and were able to perform a traffic stop on the 
100 block of West Vandalia.

Further investigation identified two suspects 
in the retail theft as Rachell and Hubenschmidt.

Rachell and Hubenschmidt were alleged to 
have stolen miscellaneous clothing.

The two women were transported to the 
Madison County Jail pending a warrant appli-
cation.

While at the jail, Rachell was found to have 
four hypodermic syringes – which are contra-
band – on her person when she was booked.

Kohlberg said some evidence will be sent to 
the Illinois State Police Crime Lab for testing to 
positively identify the substance.

Both women were in custody at the time the 
warrants were issued.

Rachell’s bail is set at $50,000.
Hubenschmidt’s bail is set at $25,000.
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Schmidt believes that given the increase of some of the taxing bodies, the 
village has done a fair job of holding the line. 

“Comparing these figures, Collinsville was the lowest and we came in 
second lowest,” Schmidt said. “I think we've done a very good job trying to 
keep our rate at a respectable limit with our expenditures and what revenue, 
what little revenue, we have coming in and I think we've done a fine job and 
will continue to do so.”

In other business, Maryville Police Chief Rob Carpenter reported that three 
juveniles have been charged with alleged criminal damage to government 
property over $500.

On April 3, Pavilion 1 at Drost Park was spray painted with obscene lan-
guage.

Maryville Police Investigator Steve Howe was able to track down the sus-
pects and the Madison County State’s Attorney’s office filed the charges on 
May 29, Carpenter said.

If convicted, the juveniles will have to pay restitution for the damage at 
the park.

Maryville Police are also investigating vandalism at Fred Winters Park, but 
Carpenter did not give details.

Mayor Larry Gulledge said the village will pursue and prosecute anyone 
who damages public property.

For the month of May, Maryville answered 240 calls for service and wrote 
146 citations. They responded to 14 motor vehicle accidents, Carpenter said.

Maryville Building and Zoning Administrator Kevin Flaugher said there 
were 11 building permits issued in May, including two for single-family 
residences.

Fees collected on the 11 permits were $4,676 and the projects have a total 
estimated construction value of $2,056,000.

Last year, eight permits were issued in May with a total estimated construc-
tion value of $995,500.
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“We’re very excited about this partnership,” Sanchez said. “Under the 
city’s structure, we’re both considered special parks. We are owned by 
the city and operated by non-profits,” Sanchez said. 

“It’s compelling and interesting that a group of individuals stepped up 
to run the center,” Sanchez said. “We have 40-plus acres managed by a 
small group of volunteers in a strategic partnership.” 

For the Nature Lover’s Series, Sanchez said, “Abbie Schwent at the 
Children’s Museum will develop the curriculum.” Volunteers from 
Watershed will augment their staff as needed, she said. “They’re 
leading it. It’s their brainchild and credit goes to them,” she said of 
The Children’s Museum. Sanchez noted that Schwent has been at the 
Children’s Museum for a long time, and is also a fan of Watershed. 

Sanchez said she looks forward to working with the museum on more 
projects. “We would love to continue this partnership,” she said. 

Watershed has other ongoing programming for children. On the sec-
ond Friday of each month, the center offers preschool programs. They 
alternate between Storytelling in the Tree House and Growing up Wild, 
in which preschoolers explore some aspect of the center. On the fourth 
Saturday of the month, the center offers Discovery Days for ages 5 and 
up.

Sanchez, who started as Executive Director in March, said her focus 
has been on rebuilding and expanding programs. The center will cele-
brate its 25th anniversary in 2016. “It’s a great umbrella to revisit work 
that’s been done and elevate it,” she said.

She said another goal is to expand the center’s offerings to cover what 
she calls “K through Gray.” She would like to offer more programs for 
adults and senior citizens. “We are ramping up and re-energizing with 
education,” she said. 
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In this class, participants will learn how to be a chocoholic gardener. They 
will learn about the history of chocolate, how it is cultivated and processed, 
and learn how to enjoy chocolate in the garden with chocolate plants. 
Participants will taste samples and explore chocolate perennials, bulb, shrubs 
and annuals that can be grown in their garden. 

The library will offer a third class on Aug. 8, also at 6:30 p.m.  in the com-
munity room - Extending Gardening Interest into Late Fall. This class will 
be taught by Master Gardener Jack Lane. In this class, participants will learn 
steps to take to prolong their gardens into fall. They will also learn about 
winterizing perennials, shrubs and trees. 

Schneider said the library has worked with the Missouri Botanical Garden 
before, but “we haven’t had these programs here at the library yet.” Schneider 
added that gardening classes were a great fit for the library. “We have a large 
community of gardeners. We’ll strike up conversations when they check out 
gardening books and ask what they would like,” she said.

Schneider has said she has talked to gardeners with complaints about limit-
ed mobility. She said the ergonomic gardening class is for them. “We’re trying 
to meet a need we’ve heard about,” she said.

“So many of us here are chocoholics that we thought the chocolate class 
would be fun,” Schneider said about the second class the library is holding. 
She said she looks forward to tasting some chocolate perennials. 

The third class, she said, is useful to anyone who wants to extend their 
gardening season. 

All classes are free. Registration is required and is available online at the 
library’s website or at the library.
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SIUE to present "The Comedy of Errors"
For the Intelligencer

"The Comedy of Errors," William Shakespeare’s 
classic and most noted shortest of his comedies, 
relates the story of two sets of identical twins 
accidentally separated at birth.  With a major 
portion of the humor coming from slapstick and 
mistaken identify, the puns and word play never 
stop.  A series of wild mishaps based on mistak-
en “who’s who” leads to wrongful beatings, a 
near-seduction, arrests and many startling false 
accusations.   How does it all get sorted out?

"The Comedy of Errors" opens at SIUE’s 
Metcalf Theater on Friday, June 19 – June 20 and 
June 26 – 27 at 7:30 p.m. with 2:00 p.m. matinees 

on Sundays – June 21 and June 28. Tickets are $15 
for adults (18 and older) and $12 for seniors (65 
and up), non-SIUE students and children (under 
18).  Free admission to SIUE students with a valid 
summer school I.D. $12 for SIUE alumni, faculty 
staff, and retirees.  Group discounted tickets are 
available.  All seats are general admission.  For 
tickets or more information call the Fine Arts box 
office at 618-650-2774 or toll free at 1-888-328-
5168, extension 2774.         

Says the director, Chuck Harper, “This produc-
tion is a significant adaptation of Shakespeare’s 
original text.  It’s already one of Shakespeare’s 
shortest plays – and I made it even shorter.  This 
adaptation focuses almost entirely on the story of 
the mystified twins and their bewildered familes.  

Or as we like to call it – the funny parts!”
SIUE’s Summer Showbiz production of 

Shakespeare’s "The Comedy of Errors" is in 
theintimate Metcalf Theater, located on the cam-
pus of Southern Illinois University Edwardsville  
in Edwardsville, Illinois and offers free parking 
in Lot F.  This is a handicapped accessible facil-
ity. 

SIUE’s Summer Showbiz 2015 produces three 
plays and one Theater & Dance SummerCamp 
for kids during its May through July summer 
season.  All productions are open to the  commu-
nity at large.  Visit our website at www.siue.edu/
artsandsciences/summerarts.  You cansend us a 
message at theater- tickets@siue.edu or call the 
Fine Arts Box Office at 618-650-2774.   

Regular delays raise questions at O'Hare
CHICAGO (AP) — Jetliners 

roared down O'Hare's newest run-
way as Chicago officials cheerfully 
touted the latest piece of a decade-
long overhaul as a tipping point 
that could cut delays in half and 
dramatically improve the reputation 
for bottlenecks at one of the nation's 
busiest airports.

But in the year and a half since 
that celebratory event, delays have 
been even more common than in the 
five years before the strip opened, 
according to an analysis by The 
Associated Press.

"It just shows the problem is big-
ger than concrete," aviation consul-
tant Michael Boyd said. "It's like 
building more on-ramps to a free-
way that's already congested."

From the runway's opening 
in October 2013 through this past 
March, nearly 28 percent of depar-
tures have been delayed, compared 
with 22 percent over the five pre-
vious years, according to the lat-
est available data from the Bureau 
of Transportation Statistics. Arrival 

delays tracked a similar 6 percentage 
point increase, hitting 26 percent. 
The jump was double the national 
increase.

The poor results raise the prospect 
that the complexity and enormity of 
O'Hare, combined with its vulnera-
bility to problems originating else-
where in the nation's air system, will 
sometimes swamp whatever perfor-
mance gains come from the more 
efficient design that planners are 
etching into the 72-year-old airfield.

Other U.S. airports, including 
the nation's busiest, in Atlanta, are 
also seeking more capacity by add-
ing concrete and are seeing some 
improvement. O'Hare's $9 billion 
program, funded in large measure 
by fees passed on to the public in 
flight tickets, ultimately envisions 
eight runways, six of them parallel, 
compared with seven crisscrossing 
runways before.

Passenger advocates say Chicago 
officials might have set the stage for 
disappointment by making specific, 
bold promises on delays.

"It's easy to hype and raise expec-
tations, and the unfortunate thing 
is that the people who make these 
promises are not the ones actual-
ly doing the work and may not 
even know just how hard the work 
is," said Douglas Kidd, director of 
the National Association of Airline 
Passengers.

As O'Hare prepares to open 
yet another parallel runway this 
October, the data points to the risks 
of attaching promises to costly 
improvements at airports when per-
formance depends to a large degree 
on a multitude of factors beyond 
anyone's control.

The winter that followed the run-
way's opening brought the polar 
vortex and extreme travel disrup-
tions. In May 2014, a malfunction-
ing ceiling fan led to the evacuation 
of a suburban air traffic site. Then, 
four months later, there was another 
crippling shutdown when an FAA 
contractor set fire to sensitive com-
munications equipment in an act of 
sabotage.

However, the AP's review found 
delay figures were still worse even 
when excluding the worst weather 
month and the three months affected 
by those air traffic stoppages.

Then, there were everyday prob-
lems such as too many planes and 
not enough available gates. The per-
sistent disruptions have meant pain 
for individual travelers — some-
times stranded on tarmacs and in 
terminals for hours — and acceler-
ating waves of air travel disruption 
from coast to coast.

"It was all the worlds colliding 
into what turned out to be this real-
ly miserable experience," said trade 
association executive Ellen Davis 
of Arlington, Virginia, describing a 
February night stranded at O'Hare 
by multiple gate problems and hav-
ing to sleep on a cold bench with her 
4-year-old son.

In another troubling sign, flights 
out of O'Hare arrived on schedule 
at their destinations less than 68 per-
cent of the time last year, the worst 
result out of the last seven years.


