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One debate that has taken place over the last few 
years in higher education has been about the future of 
the humanities. They are broadly defined as a group 
of disciplines that study human culture and include 
modern and ancient languages, linguistics, history 
(including art history) and philosophy among other 
areas. These disciplines have been under attack from 
many quarters in the last few years because of the ste-
reotype that their study does not lead to immediate and 
well-paying jobs after graduation.

Governors from states including Florida, Texas and 
Wisconsin have said that they do not intend to keep 
financing humanities and liberal arts studies in general 
in their state university systems. Some leaders of post-
secondary institutions have also voiced the opinion that 
state universities should become little more than trade 
schools that concentrate on STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics) disciplines.

Sometimes support for these ideas has come from 
unexpected places. On Jan. 30, 2014, President Barack 
Obama, during a visit to a General Electric plant in 
Wisconsin, stated that “folks can make a lot more 
potentially with skilled manufacturing or the trades 
than they might with an art history degree.” He later 
apologized and called his remark “glib.”

So are the humanities really as useless as some politi-
cians and university leaders say they are? 

Since 2008 the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences (created in 1780 by some of our founding 

fathers) has been surveying the humanities sector in 
higher education and their latest report titled “The 
State of the Humanities: Higher Education 2015” pro-
vides some useful information for champions of the 
humanities, as well as for those I call the “humanities 
deniers.”

The report shows that despite the political winds and 
the recession of 2008, there has been little change in the 
number of university departments that teach humanity 
disciplines. And only 6 percent of institutions have 
ceased to grant degrees in these fields. Also, the share 
of new bachelor’s degrees in colleges and universities 
conferred on students in the humanities has gone from 
12 percent in 2007 to 10 percent in 2014, while the num-
ber of humanities as second majors is about 25 percent 
of the total of the graduates.

Interestingly enough, associate degrees (those con-
ferred by 2-year colleges) in the humanities have 
increased almost four times as much as they have in 
baccalaureate-granting institutions. 

New book publications, which are the main venue for 
many faculty members doing research in the human-
ities to disseminate their scholarly work, has increased 
from 48,597 in 2009 to 51,789 in 2012, showing that their 

research output has not diminished but increased.
Funding for humanities research is, by far, much less 

expensive than for the sciences, which usually requires 
costly labs and equipment. Yet, financial support for 
research in the humanities depends mostly on the 
backing by postsecondary institutions themselves, the 
federal government and private foundations. And it has 
increased by 54.6 percent from 2005 to 2012.

So why should we be concerned about diminishing 
support for the teaching of the humanities in high-
er education? The reasons are many and profound. 
Students learn from the humanities disciplines a num-
ber of skills that are extremely useful no matter what 
their career path. Critical thinking, communication 
skills and problem-solving abilities, among others, are 
emphasized in a humanities education. In fact, about a 
year ago the head of a large engineering firm told me 
that he preferred to hire engineers that had a liberal 
arts background because they are better equipped at 
thinking “outside the box” when it came to solving 
problems. He added that they were overall better com-
municators.

If anything, we should be emphasizing the teaching 
of these skills even more, and the reasons are all prac-
tical in nature. In 2014 the average SAT scores on the 
verbal test taken by high school students and used as an 
indicator of college success dropped to nearly historic 
levels. And we all know that if you are not able to com-
municate well you will not be able to succeed in today’s 

competitive world, from doing well at a job interview to 
generating the kind of materials that your supervisors 
and customers expect from you.

No wonder postsecondary institutions (particular-
ly public ones) are spending more and more of their 
shrinking resources in providing remedial English 
classes to their incoming students.

But let’s not fool ourselves. This new anti-humanities 
rhetoric is part of a larger anti-intellectual movement 
aimed at public higher education that started years 
ago. It was Feb. 8, 1967, when the recently elected gov-
ernor of California, Ronald Reagan, said, “taxpayers 
shouldn’t be subsidizing intellectual curiosity.”

It is time for all of us, from politicians to captains 
of industry, from college administrators to the general 
population, to demonstrate some critical thinking and 
courage and come up with a strong defense of the 
humanities for the benefit of society as a whole. As the 
prominent British public intellectual Terence Francis 
“Terry” Eagleton once said, “In the end, the humanities 
can only be defended by stressing how indispensable 
they are; and this means insisting on their vital role in 
the whole business of academic learning, rather than 
protesting that, like some poor relation, they don't cost 
much to be housed.”

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor 
with leadership experience in higher education.  He can be 
contacted through his website at: http://www.aromerojr.net

Claims of demise of humanities greatly exaggerated
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr.
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Given the need for the new employees, but the fact that the city is going 
to wait to hire, the question of the impact on response was a concern for 
Alderman Jeanette Mallon.

Addressing this, Finance Chairman Tom Butts said given the governor’s 
proposal, that could mean a $1.2 million reduction. 

In response to this, the committee budgeted for half of that.
“I don’t think any resident should expect any reduction in service,” Butts 

said.
Harr echoed this sentiment saying the city needs to prioritize the work.
“The biggest challenge that we have is knowing that there’s a lot of work 

out there that needs to be done and prioritizing it,” Harr said.
In terms of revenue, municipal sales tax comprises 37.4 percent of the gen-

eral fund. Harr said based upon the last six months, the city is expecting an 
increase of 5.2 percent.

Even with the increase, the city has taken a cautious approach.
“As we have historically done, we’ve estimated our revenue conservatively 

and we’ve really sharpened our pencils on the expenditures side to try to live 
within our means,” Harr said.

Total proposed budget is approximately $51 million.
Harr pointed out that this amount includes $10,751,000 for the Spray and 

Play Park, Sports Park and Ice Rink.
“To me (excluding the addition of the park project) it’s not that significant 

of an increase over last year’s budgeted amount,” Harr said.
Butts said that the budgeted amount does not include grants or donations 

to the projects.
Sharing his final thoughts on the budget, Harr said it was similar to previ-

ous year’s budgets and said all of the departments are financially responsible.
“I think this year was pretty much like the 18 previous years that I’ve 

gone through the budget. . . Again I don’t think there is any department that 
wastes money. We’re all very prudent,” Harr said.

A motion and second were made and the budget will be forwarded to the 
council with a recommendation to approve at the Sine Die Meeting.

In other business, the committee forwarded an ordinance that effectively 
closes the books for the 2014-2015 budget. 

The ordinance is required to be approved annually to allow the city to bal-
ance what was budgeted and what was actually spent.

This year there were three areas: capital improvement with an increase of 
$25,263, social security with an increase of $1,283 and TIF 2 with an increase  
of $141,422.

Meanwhile, the committee is recommending approval of a resolution 
transferring general funds to other designated funds of the city.

“As you may recall last year, right about this time last year, a resolution was 
put forth to selectively transfer general fund current year surplus as well as 
prior year surplus to certain deserving accounts that were in a deficit position 
at that time,” City Clerk Dennis McCracken said. “This is a repeating of that 
process again for the year ending on April 30, 2015.”

Of the 28 funds, there are only four that are receiving transfers: capital 
improvement for $94,000, liability insurance for $27,000, retirement for 
$91,000 and social security for $54,000.
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The suit claims that Pitchford Funeral Services was negligent for allegedly:
• failing to provide warnings to other drivers at any of the intersections 

where the procession passed;
• failing to properly instruct participants on how to safely conduct a funer-

al procession on a public highway;
• failing to provide funeral markings for cars that were participating in the 

procession.
Laurie Ebershol is also seeking in excess of $50,000 for loss of consortium. 

She alleges that, as a result of her husband’s injuries, she has been deprived 
of his companionship and society.

Strong showing
The St. Mary's Robotics Team competed in the St. Louis Regional Botball Tournament held at SIUE on April 25. There were 
teams from Indiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Kansas and Illinois. Out of 20 teams, St. Mary's placed second overall and won Judge's 
Choice Award for Outstanding Robot Design.
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The 20th annual Alhambra 
Homecoming will be held at the 
Alhambra Park on June 5-6.  This 
year ’s festival is the 20th home-
coming since being resurrected 
by the Alhambra Firemen-Legion 
Park Association, Alhambra 
Volunteer Fire Department and 
the Alhambra Jaycees in 1996.  
Rides and games will be provided 
by Clay County Amusements.  As 
in previous years, you will be able 
to purchase ride armbands for $20 
each.  Let your kids ride all night 
while you listen to the awesome 
bands that we have lined up for 
this year.

Blacktop Boulevard will take 
the stage at 8 PM on Friday night 
and Agent99 will be rocking the 
park on Saturday night.   You 
won’t want to miss either of these 
exciting bands this year!

The parade will step off at 

7 PM on Friday and 6 PM on 
Saturday.  For more information 
on the parade, please contact Greg 
Nihiser at 618 946-3432.

New to this year ’s event will 
be Mouse Races.  On Saturday 
night, report to the beer tent after 
the parade to watch the rodent 
review!!  

The main food stand will fea-
ture fried chicken, fish, pork 
steaks, burgers, bratwurst, French 
fries and hot dogs.  Soda, water 
and beer can also be purchased on 
the handicap-accessible grounds.

We are currently looking for 
local businesses and organiza-
tions to run vendor stands.  For 
more information on vendor 
stands, contact Jill Gorenz at 488 
6465 or via email at jillgorenz@
yahoo.com.

For general homecoming infor-
mation, contact Don Maine at 488-
7368 or via email at alhjc2@gmail.
com.

Alhambra prepares for 
annual Homecoming
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COCA – the Center for Creative 
Arts – has announced its upcoming 
schedule.

COCA is located at 524 Trinity 
Ave. in St. Louis. For more informa-
tion, visit www.cocastl.org or call 
314-725-6555.

May 1 – May 22
AIGA StL Design Show 20
The selections in this exhibition 

represent the best work across 
all disciplines of communication 
design and strategy used in the 
marketplace in 2014. The overrid-
ing criterion for inclusion in the 
show is excellence as the successful 
pairing of effectiveness and aes-
thetics. Visitors will learn about the 
important role of design excellence 
in the world in which they live 
and work. The opening reception 
is Friday, May 1, from 6:00-8:00pm 
in the Millstone Gallery at COCA, 
524 Trinity Avenue, St. Louis, MO. 
The exhibition is free and open to 
the public through Friday, May 
22. Call 314.725.6555 or visit www.
cocastl.org for more information. 
Presented by the Arthur and Helen 
Baer Charitable Foundation, with 
additional support provided by 
The Millstone Foundation and 
Missouri Arts Council.

May 14
COCAbiz bizSESSION Speaker
Bob Chapman: Truly Human 

Leadership
Bob Chapman is at the helm 

of the $1.5 billion privately-held 
capital equipment and engineering 
consulting giant Barry-Wehmiller. 
He championed the transformation 
of Barry-Wehmiller’s culture into 
one focused on bringing out the 
best in its people through commu-
nication, trust, celebration, respect, 
continuous improvement and 
responsible freedom. The compa-
ny’s innovative learning institute 
offers team members additional 
growth opportunities through a 
wide range of courses. Chapman 
imagines a world full of caring 
work environments in which peo-
ple can realize their gifts, apply 
and develop their talents, and feel 
a genuine sense of fulfillment for 
their contributions. The bizSES-
SION is Thursday, May 14, from 

7:30-10:00am at COCA, 524 Trinity 
Avenue, St. Louis, MO. Registration 
is $55. Call 314.725.6555 or visit 
www.cocabiz.com for more infor-
mation. Sponsored by Jennifer and 
Tom Hillman, Edward Jones and 
Cannon Design.

May 21
Taste of COCA: Navigating the 

Art of Business
Taste of COCA events are bite-

sized, adult events to provide an 
opportunity to sample the arts at 
COCA. Each TOC includes cock-
tails and hors d’oeuvres, a creative 
arts experience, and time to social-
ize afterwards, all in 90 minutes! 
What’s a business executive doing 
on the dance floor? Why’s a sales 
manager hanging from a trapeze? 
COCAbiz director Steve Knight 
shows you how an arts-based 
training program is catching on 
in a variety of industries and how 
work + play could make a lot of 
“cents” for businesses throughout 
our region. For ages 21 and up. The 
event is Thursday, May 21, from 
6:00- 7:30pm at COCA, 524 Trinity 
Avenue, St. Louis, MO. Free for 
COCA Annual Fund donors of $100 
or more or $20 per person. Call 
Lara Turek at 314.561.4871 or visit 
www.cocastl.org/annualfund for 
more information. Taste of COCA 
events are hosted by the COCA 
Associate Board

June 1-June 12
COCA 2015 Summer Teen 

Arts Intensives at Washington 
University

Ballet, Commercial Hip-Hop, 
Theatre Design, Voice, Acting

Teens ages 14 to 18 will work 
with professional teaching artists 
during two-week intensives for 
ballet, commercial hip-hop, theatre 
design, and one-week intensives 
for voice and acting at Washington 
University in St. Louis. The Ballet 
Intensive is led by Michael Uthoff, 
Executive Artistic Director of 
Dance St. Louis. The Commercial 
Hip-Hop Intensive is led by 
Anthony “Redd” Williams, Artistic 
Director of COCA Hip-Hop Crew 
and COCA’s Hip-Hop Coordinator. 
The Theatre Design Intensive is 
led by Sean M. Savoie, Lighting 
Designer/Production Manager/
Design Coordinator at Washington 
University in St. Louis. The Voice 

Intensive is co-led by Michael 
Beatty, who recently wowed audi-
ences at COCA’s The Little Prince 
and is an NYC-based performer and 
teacher, and Philip A. Woodmore, 
Artistic Director of Allegro and 
COCA’s Voice Coordinator. The 
Acting Intensive is co-led by Pete 
Winfrey, professional actor, and 
Greg Cuellar, professional actor 
and MFA Candidate at Columbia 
University. The intensives meet 
Monday, June 1-Friday, June 12 
from 9:00am-3:00pm at Washington 
University Mallinckrodt Center, 
6445 Forsyth Boulevard, St. Louis, 
MO. Registration is $480. Call 314-
725-6555 or visit www.cocastl.org 
for more information.

June 1-August 14
COCA 2015 Summer Arts Camps
COCA Summer Arts Camps for 

ages 3 to 18 feature a multitude 
of options for exploring theatre, 
dance, music, visual arts, culinary 
arts and more. Multidisciplinary 
themed camps allow kids and 
teens the opportunity to combine 
activities in several areas. Camps 
are available in one-week ses-
sions, with morning, afternoon 
and full-day options. Before and 
After Care available; additional 
fees apply. Camps meet Monday, 
June 1-Friday, August 14, at COCA, 
524 Trinity Avenue, St. Louis, MO, 
and Whitfield School, 175 S Mason 
Road, Creve Coeur, MO. Call 314-
725-6555 or visit www.cocastl.org 
for more information. COCA 2015 
Summer Arts Camps are presented 
by Mercy Kids.

June 1-August 15
COCA 2015 Summer Arts Classes
COCA offers child, teen and adult 

classes in Art and Design, Early 
Childhood, Ballet, Hip-Hop, Jazz, 
Modern, Tap, Social and Cultural 
Dance, Fitness, Theatre, and Voice 
and Music. Multi-class discounts 
and payment plans available. 
2015 Summer Arts Classes Meet 
Monday, June 1-Friday, August 
15, at COCA, 524 Trinity Avenue, 
St. Louis, MO. Call 314-725-6555 
or visit www.cocastl.org for more 
information.

June 5 – August 28
COCA Gallery Exhibition: Jenny 

Murphy: GOODS
GOODS is Jenny Murphy’s new 

exploration in consumption, or 

more aptly, anti-consumption. This 
site- specific installation encourages 
viewers to look at common house-
hold items through a radical lens in 
which they are the designer, creator, 
and consumer. After founding the 
non-profit Perennial in 2011, Murphy 
embarked on a mission to empow-
er people to live resourcefully and 
sustainably by teaching them the 
skills to transform discarded items 
into valued and cherished resources. 
Now, in a new investigation of small 
economies and the ever-present 
big-box store, Murphy invites view-
ers to step into GOODS to rethink, 
reuse, and go shopping. The opening 
reception is Friday, June 5, from 6:00-
8:00pm in the Millstone Gallery at 
COCA, 524 Trinity Avenue, St. Louis, 
MO. The exhibition is free and open 
to the public through Friday, August 
28. Call 314.725.6555 or visit www.
cocastl.org for more information. 
Presented by the Arthur and Helen 
Baer Charitable Foundation, with 
additional support provided by The 
Millstone Foundation and Missouri 
Arts Council.

June 26-27
COCA Summer Musical: BRING 

IT ON
Bitingly relevant and sprinkled 

with sass, Bring It On takes audienc-
es on a high-flying journey filled with 
the complexities of friendship, jeal-
ousy, betrayal, and forgiveness. This 
COCA Theatre Company production 
is directed by Joel P.E. King, with 
musical direction by Phil Woodmore, 
and choreography by Christopher 
Page. Bring It On contains adult 
language and content and is recom-
mended for audiences ages 12 and 
up. Performances are on Friday, June 
26, at 7:00pm and Saturday, June 27, 
at 2:00pm and 7:00pm at Washington 
University’s Edison Theatre. Tickets 
are $16. Call 314.725.6555 or visit 
www.cocastl.org for more informa-
tion. Bring It On is sponsored by 
the Fox Performing Arts Charitable 
Foundation.

Bring It On is presented through 
special arrangement with Music 
Theatre International (MTI). All 
authorized performance materi-
als are also supplied by MTI. 421 
West 54th Street, New York, NY 
10019. Phone 212.541.4694. Fax 
212.397.4684. www.MTIshows.
com

COCA announces spring schedule


