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Immigration is not only a political issue for the United 
States, but also one that has a far-reaching impact on 
higher education. According to most estimates there are 
somewhere between 11 and 12 million undocumented 
immigrants in this country, people who either came to 
the country without proper authorization or who over-
stayed their visas.

What does that have to do with higher education?
In the latest plan by the Obama administration, the 

federal government is set to provide a pathway for the 
legalization of about 5 million individuals. Of those, at 
least 250,000 will be people ready to enter college. And 
that is a significant number.

Yet, undocumented immigrants have been going to 
college in this country for a long time and that has 
prompted state legislatures to take legal action – in one 
direction or another.

According to a recent analysis by the National 
Conference of State Legislatures, 18 states provide by 
law in-state tuition for those immigrants and five even 
provide financial aid. Three (Arizona, Georgia and 
Indiana), specifically deny that discounted tuition, while 
two (Alabama and South Carolina) prohibit their admis-
sion in any state institution of higher education. Other 
states have complicated legislation that place a number 
of conditions and exceptions to different policies.

In summary, there is a patchwork of laws and regu-
lations.

In any case, these numbers show that the majority 
of states favor providing greater access to college to 
undocumented students, a trend that has been growing 
in recent years.

The reasons given by some state leaders for denying 
greater access to higher education to undocumented 
individuals include not wanting to reward breaking the 
law, fewer resources for those who are legally in this 
country and the inability for them to get a legal job even 
if they graduate.

Arguments used in support of helping these students 
include that the way they came to this country was not 
their decision, but that of their parents. And because 
they are usually graduates of the American high school 
system, these provisions provide incentives for them to 
complete college and contribute to the local economies. 
Them paying for college, some also argue, helps to 
make it more affordable for other students. 

Equally important is that by giving students hope 
of attending college, the high school dropout rates 
decrease, which, in turn, reduces crime rates and the 
costs of running prisons.

Yet, one reason never stated by some supporters 
of making college more accessible to undocumented 
immigrants is the need of certain public higher educa-
tion institutions to increase their enrollments. In many 
states, including Illinois, the number of high school 
graduates has either decreased or just flattened out in 
recent years.

While politicians of all stripes have had their say on 
this issue, those we rarely hear from are the undocu-

mented individuals themselves.
Through a report released in January by researchers 

at the University of California at Los Angeles and fund-
ed by the Ford Foundation, we have learned a number 
of things that were unknown to the vast majority of 
Americans. 

The report, titled, “In the Shadows of the Ivory 
Tower,” is based on a survey of 909 undocumented stu-
dents from 55 countries attending postsecondary institu-
tions in 34 states.

According to this report these students have spent the 
majority of their lives (15 years on average) in the U.S., 
61 percent come from households whose total annual 
income is less than $30,000, and 90 percent of them plan 
to become U.S. citizens. Twenty-eight percent of them 
are in the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) fields. That is not surprising since a sig-
nificant number of first generation college students are 
particularly interested in pursuing careers in fields like 
the health sciences.

In addition to coming from very poor families, these 
students live in constant fear of deportation. More than 
half of them have personal knowledge of someone who 
has been deported. In fact, between 29 and 37 percent 
of them suffer from anxiety, which is much higher than 
that for the general population. Other issues are financial 
pressures and work/time management. Seventy-four 
percent of these students drop out of college because of 
financial concerns, which is the same proportion of those 
students who work while attending college.

Half of the students reported attending four-year 
public colleges or universities, and more than 40 percent 

attend community or technical colleges. Nearly 10 per-
cent attend private colleges. Contrary to what one might 
expect, only two thirds of them are first-generation col-
lege students. 

It is important to note that according to this study, 
these students feel isolated and feel that they are being 
treated unfairly because of their immigration status. 
Among the recommendations made in the report are to 
create safe spaces for them, just as has been the case for 
other traditionally discriminated against groups, such 
as lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender students. 

Based on all these facts it seems that support for 
providing greater access to higher education to these 
individuals is a sensible alternative, not only because 
of humanitarian reasons but also because of practical 
ones.

Institutions of higher education should be taking 
the lead in these efforts by creating a welcoming atmo-
sphere and by providing safe spaces for them. These 
efforts should include measures to train staff on how 
to deal with the special needs of these students. Legal 
clinics would also be of great help to them. A beneficial 
side effect of this would be that law and social work 
students could gain experience in immigration issues, 
a likely growing field of practice in the next few years.

Whatever policies are put in place, the final goal must 
be the full integration of these students into American 
society. 

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor 
with leadership experience in higher education.  He can be 
contacted through his website at: http://www.aromerojr.net
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"We are working with a group 
of concerned citizens to launch the 
airplane overhaul project, which 
includes renovating the aircraft and 
establishing a veteran's monument 
at the base to all veterans who are 
currently serving or have served in 
our armed forces," Miles said. 

To learn more about the reno-
vation, donate or volunteer, visit 
www.airplaneoverhaul.org.

In other business, the council 
approved a resolution approving 
the mayor to enter into a long-term 
lease agreement with SIUE.

Previously approved by the coun-
cil, the original lease was for 3 acres 
of land but due to buried utilities, a 
portion of the property is unusable. 

As a result of the change, the city 
will be leasing 1.75 acres.

The original agreement was a 
20-year agreement with 10-year 
extensions, but Public Safety Chair 
Janet Stack said Edwardsville City 
Attorney Jeff Berkbigler was able to 
get  longer terms.

"Initially, the university was 

talking about only 10-year (lease) 
periods. After Jeff's  work, we got it 
up to 20 years," Stack said.

Finally, the council approved a res-
olution authorizing the mayor to sign 
a license for Chancellor Drive drain-
age improvements with Madison 
County Mass Transit District.

The resolution gives the city per-
mission to access MCT property 
to complete the installation of a 
30-inch storm sewer underneath the 
Nature Trail.

"I think this is really a great thing. 
Chancellor (Drive) is just such a 
mess. It just floods all the time. 
There is one home that just goes 

under water and this will, hope-
fully, alleviate some of this stress," 
Stack said.

In speaking further about the 
work, Patton credited the city staff 
and the MCT for solving the prob-
lem.

"We can give credit to our staff 
and our engineers who have worked 
on this for quite some time to come 
up with a solution and it's great 
working with the transit district to 
solve that aspect of it," Patton said.

City Engineer Ryan Zwijack said 
the engineer's cost estimate for the 
project is $140,000.
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Walters doubts whether the board could have found a better recipient for 
the 2015 Madison County Living Legends Community Service Award. “I 
don’t know if you’ll ever be able to find somebody as kind and as gracious 
as Miss Pitts. But Miss Pitts, you epitomize the greatness of education, and 
we need more of you.”
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State’s Attorney Tom Gibbons said the department has been looking to 
hire another special investigator with expertise in the field of interstate 
highway interdictions.

The entire S.A.F. E. program is being funded with proceeds from the 
county’s Drug Asset Forfeiture Fund.

Once the program is up and running, the State’s Attorney’s Office will 
begin partnering with the Madison County Sheriff’s Department and the 
Highland Police Department. Each will assign an officer to work with the 
team full time.

Gibbons said last month that almost all the heroin that is on the streets 
in Madison County has been through the county twice, using the interstate 
highways. It comes up from the south and goes to the main distribution 
hub in Chicago, then comes back down to St. Louis where it’s distributed 
in Madison County. 

A lot of heroin flows through the area each year, and Madison County 
has a couple of opportunities to catch it, Gibbons said.
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PEORIA, Ill. (AP) — After a two-year study 
that examined alternative locations, Caterpillar 
Inc. announced Friday that it will keep its global 
headquarters in Peoria and modernize its down-
town complex in what it called a re-commitment 
to the city.

The world's largest maker of construction 
and mining equipment, with $55 billion in 
annual sales and revenue, Caterpillar will 
expand and overhaul its headquarters with a 
three-tower building as its centerpiece, CEO 
Doug Oberhelman said.

"Caterpillar will stay in Peoria," Oberhelman 
announced to a standing ovation of about 200 
dignitaries at the company's downtown visitors 
center.

The morning gala reserved a prominent seat 
for new Republican Gov. Bruce Rauner, whose 
campaign focusing on repairing the state's finan-
cial cracks and making Illinois more attractive 
to business won him the job over Democratic 
Gov. Pat Quinn, with whom Oberhelman had 
clashed about fiscal policy.

"Great day for Illinois. Outstanding day for 
Illinois," Rauner proclaimed. "Great day for 
Peoria."

Caterpillar, whose current headquarters was 
built in 1967, when its annual sales were just 
$1.5 billion, will expand the site to 31 acres and 
six blocks and add walking and biking paths, 
and "innovative" workspaces. The company has 
about 2,400 employees in its main headquarters 
and 800 others spread around downtown.

Oberhelman would not say how much the 
company would spend. The creation of the head-
quarters study raised concerns that Caterpillar 
could move, and Rauner said the company was 
courted heavily by other countries as well as 
states. Another major central Illinois employ-
er, agribusiness firm Archer Daniels Midland 
Co., moved its international headquarters from 
Decatur to Chicago last year.

Rauner, who named Oberhelman to a tran-
sition committee advising the governor on top 
priorities for his first 100 days in office, said 
Caterpillar never asked for favors.

"They never came to me or previous gover-
nors and asked for any special deals or any spe-
cial treatment, tax breaks, rebates or kickbacks," 
Rauner said. "They just wanted to be treated 

with respect and know that Illinois is going to 
be fiscally responsible and run right, the way 
Caterpillar is run right."

Oberhelman told reporters after the announce-
ment that the company considered the pros and 
cons, but decided early in the review process 
to stay.

Asked whether Caterpillar's decision might 
have been different if Quinn had won re-elec-
tion, Oberhelman responded that he was glad 
to see Rauner in office and appreciated the 
Republican's bluntness about confronting 
Illinois' financial mess.

"Everyone in the state knows how deep the 
problems are and it's going to take some time 

to dig out. He's at least talking reforms and 
structural changes, which is what we need," 
Oberhelman said of the governor.

The decision by Caterpillar, a name synony-
mous with Peoria for nearly a century, to stay 
put presents a tremendous opportunity for the 
city to put out the "open for business" sign, 
Mayor Jim Ardis said.

"The phones, they're probably dialing as we 
speak, and I'm not saying that loosely," Ardis 
said. "The acknowledgement from Caterpillar 
that they are staying and they're going to be 
here for decades, that alone is going to seriously 
allow us to go out there and market Peoria and 
say, 'Now's the time.'"

Caterpillar headquarters to remain in Peoria 

Illinois Gov. Bruce Rauner, left, and Caterpillar CEO Doug Oberhelman, right, partici-
pate in the Caterpillar Inc. announcement that it is keeping its global headquarters in 
downtown Peoria, Ill., and expanding its corporate campus in what it called a re-com-
mitment to the central Illinois city Friday, Feb. 20, 2015, in Peoria Ill.
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Universities plan to 
counter proposed cuts

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. (AP) — Faced 
with Gov. Bruce Rauner's surprise 
plan to cut their state funding by 
almost a third, Illinois' public uni-
versities are preparing to argue such 
drastic reductions would be a mis-
take while also mulling what to do if 
they're enacted.

The 31.5 percent cut Rauner pro-
posed as part of his budget address 
Wednesday is part of the Republican 
governor's starting point in what will 
be months-long negotiations with 
Democrats who control the General 
Assembly. But university adminis-
trators fear big cuts, even if they are 
successful at pushing back.

"It's so Draconian that to walk it 
back some still leaves you in a bad 
place," said Peter McPherson, pres-
ident of the Association of Public 
and Land-grant Universities and an 
expert on public university funding.

After his address, members 
of Rauner's budget team said the 
Republican governor believes pub-
lic universities are better situated to 
absorb deep cuts than many other 
state agencies because they have 
other sources of revenue. Though 
they are state institutions, state fund-
ing for universities been dropping for 
years. Most of their funding comes 
from other sources, such as tuition, 
donors and federal research grants.

School administrators point out 
that that most of that money comes 
with a requirement that it be spent 
on particular research projects or in a 
specific academic department.

A STARTING POINT
Illinois State University President 

Larry Dietz sent a message to his 
campus in which he called Rauner's 
plan "disturbing news." The state 
signaled earlier this winter that uni-
versities should prepare for cuts of 

about 20 percent. But in an inter-
view, Dietz stressed that he believes 
schools can negotiate more manage-
able cuts.

Next month leaders from the 
state's public universities will for-
mally make their cases during hear-
ings in Springfield, but lawmakers 
who hope to push the governor's 
proposal back have started talking, 
too.

"I think there is some common 
ground we can find here," Sen. Scott 
Bennett, a Democrat whose district 
includes the University of Illinois' 
Urbana-Champaign campus, said 
Thursday. Bennett said he had 
already started talking to other law-
makers, Republicans among them, 
with public universities in their dis-
tricts.

AN INVESTMENT
What university administrators 

said they'll stress to lawmakers is 
their economic role — as educators 
of a workforce but also creators of 
jobs themselves through research 
that leads to new technology and 
new companies.

"Those research dollars are jobs," 
McPherson said. "That's key to 
drawing industry and economic 
activity to the state."

It's a role Rauner himself has 
emphasized, as recently as Jan. 29 in 
a speech at the University of Illinois. 
But at the same speech he said uni-
versities will need to look at their 
own budgets and "deal with the 
bureaucracies."

The schools, while saying they're 
already looking for places to cut, 
argue the cuts they made during the 
recession limit what's left to trim.

"There's not a lot of low-hanging 
fruit left," Western Illinois Budget 
Director Matt Bierman said.

Reduction part of Rauner's budget address
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State's Attorney Tom Gibbons has 
filed murder charges this afternoon 
against a Madison County man in 
connection with the death of 35-year-
old Stacie A. Williams.

Cory L. Osborne (d.o.b. 6/19/84) 
was charged today with two counts 
of First Degree Murder. Granite City 
police and paramedics respond-
ed to a 911 call regarding a female 
slumped at the wheel of a running 
car sitting in a vacant lot at 25th 
St. and Madison around 5:33 p.m. 
on February 18th. The female, iden-
tified as Williams, was deceased. 
Following an autopsy, the prelimi-
nary cause of death appears to be a 
single gunshot wound to the head. 

It is believed that Williams was shot 
within two hours of being found in 
her car, a 2013 Dodge Avenger.

Detectives, who began investigat-
ing the case with the help of several 
other police departments, determined 
Osborne to be a person of interest 
in the investigation and released his 
name and photo to area media out-
lets. Osborne turned himself in at the 
Jerseyville Police Department where 
officers transported him to Granite 
City. Osborne and Williams had been 
in a previous dating relationship and 
until just last month, still shared a 
common residence in Granite City. 
Osborne has a pending misdemeanor 
domestic violence case from January 
2015 where Williams was the victim.

State's Attorney Gibbons praised 
the work of law enforcement in solv-

ing the crime so quickly. “Almost 
instantaneously, Granite City began 
working with other departments to 
identify a suspect and determine his 
whereabouts at the time of this crime.” 
Besides Granite City, Gibbons noted 
the work of the Madison County 
Sheriff’s Department, the Alton 
and Jerseyville Police Departments, 
Illinois State Police and staff with the 
Madison County Coroner’s Office. 
“This incredible teamwork by multi-
ple law enforcement agencies played a 
vital role in assisting detectives in put-
ting together a solid case against the 
defendant in a short amount of time.”

Because it involved a firearm, 
the penalty range for the murder 
is 45-85 years in prison. Osborne 
would be required to serve 100% 
of his sentence. In addition to the 

murder charges, Osborne also faces 
one count of Unlawful Possession of 
Weapons by a Felon, a Class 2 felony, 
with a maximum penalty range of 
3-14 years in prison. Osborne was 
convicted of Reckless Discharge of a 
Firearm in Madison County in 2010.

Osborne will be transported from 
Granite City to the Madison County 
Jail in Edwardsville where he will 
be held on a $2,000,000 bond set by 
Associate Judge Neil Schroeder.

Gibbons offered his condolences 
to the family of Stacie Williams. “It 
is always a terrible tragedy to lose a 
loved one in such a violent manner. 
My office will do everything it can to 
seek justice for this despicable crime. 
This case is a harsh reminder of 
the devastation caused by domestic 
violence.” 

Granite City man charged with murder
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Kempinski is being held at the Madison County Jail in lieu of $175,000 bond. 
Smart was not in custody Thursday.

Both incidents are alleged to have happened on March 20, 2014.
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