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Unknown to most people, major disputes on higher 
education frequently end up in the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Further, many of the decisions made on those cases have 
shaped legal policies for the country as a whole. 

After decades of a culture of social isolationism, we 
see how colleges and universities have gradually become 
the battleground of national issues such as race, exercise 
of religion, sexual assaults and gun control. Given the 
increasingly litigious society in which we live, we should 
not be surprised by this phenomenon.  

In a recent book by Michael Olivas titled “Suing Alma 
Mater,” the author presented a number of facts that are 
unknown not only to the general public but also to most 
people in academia.

For example, in the last 50 years or so more than 120 
cases related in one way or another to higher education 
have been heard by the U.S. Supreme Court. And this is 
only the tip of the iceberg. Hundreds of other cases have 
been filed with the Court only for the justices to deny 
hearing them.

Part of the reason for this rather high number of cases 
reaching the Supreme Court is the increasing number of 
activist groups that provide legal counsel (most of the 
time for free) to people who feel adversely affected by 
decisions made by colleges and universities.  

Mimicking the pioneering work of organizations such 
as the NAACP and the ACLU in cases regarding race or 
free speech in academia, a growing number of conser-
vative, not-for-profit organizations have become players 
arguing on behalf of individuals who feel that because 
of their religion, family values, or for the reason of being 

white, have been discriminated against by postsecond-
ary institutions. 

What all this means is that there is an increasing scru-
tiny of the operations of colleges and universities by 
society in general. Experience tells us that most of those 
institutions may not be well prepared to deal with that 
kind of exposure. 

For one thing institutions of higher education have 
had for decades a culture of what I call “academic excep-
tionalism” in which they believe that they are governed 
by a different set of rules that allow them to do virtually 
anything they want.

One example of this hubris is how faculty members 
see themselves within their institutions.  

Despite the fact that faculty can be (and in many cases 
are) unionized, the Supreme Court decided in 1980 in 
NLRB v. Yeshiva University that faculty members are 
supervisory personnel and, therefore, part of the man-
agement of the institution.

Sometimes this culture of exceptionalism extends to 
the upper administration.  

For example, many times one hears from public 
university lawyers that their institutions are largely 
protected from legal action by “sovereign immunity,” 
a legal doctrine by which the sovereign or state cannot 
commit a legal wrong and is immune from civil suit or 

criminal prosecution. Without ignoring that doctrine, the 
Supreme Court has decided on more than one occasion 
that such protection is not absolute.

Another myth among faculty members is the uncon-
ditional belief in the concept of academic freedom. 
Again and again the Supreme Court has established 
that such a concept, far from absolute, is rather lim-
ited. Pretty much what the justices have said about it 
is that all that faculty members are vested with is in 
the establishment and the enforcement of standards 
of behavior that are reasonably and appropriately 
applied in evaluations of performance in and outside 
the classroom.

Another issue on which the justices have opined has 
been the very question of what is a college and what 
is not. And to the surprise of many, the distinction is 
not always clear.

Take Hacker v. Hacker, a 1987 case in which the 
Supreme Court decided that not all postsecondary 
educational institutions meet the definition of “col-
lege.”  In fact, there have been many cases showing 
that many institutions not labeled as colleges were 
considered to be so, while others that very much func-
tioned as colleges were not recognized as institutions 
of higher education by the Supreme Court.

Although we have heard of many cases where the 
plaintiffs are students, the fact of the matter is that 
they represent only 15 percent of the cases argued 
before the Supreme Court. Faculty members bring 
about a third of all the cases.

The reason so few legal complaints by students are 

heard by the Court is because the justices have again 
and again reaffirmed the fact that colleges and univer-
sities have a highly broad authority over students’ lives 
and affairs, keeping them under tight institutional con-
trol. This is an important point that counters a notion 
that in some circles has become a fad, and that is that 
students are “customers” and should be treated as such. 

Further, despite the fact that we believe that all 
people have the same protection under the law, the 
Supreme Court has decided that rights for students in 
private institutions are fewer that those in public ones.

All of the above leads to a number of conclusions. 
One is that against popular belief, the law is highly 
contextual and cases dealing with a variety of other 
subject matters will oftentimes have bearing on higher 
education law.

Yet, the most important conclusion coming from 
recent years of Supreme Court decisions is that if col-
leges and universities do not police themselves – the 
government will. 

Therefore, these institutions need to educate their 
members (both administrators and faculty) about 
the importance of being more proactive in designing 
their own compliance and implementation strategies 
by establishing clear rules of action. Most courts will 
not intervene in cases in which those institutions have 
followed their own procedures.

 
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor 

with leadership experience in higher education.  He can be 
contacted through his website at: http://www.aromerojr.net
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Livingston resident Tom Halfhill 
instantly became a millionaire 
when he bought and scratched an 
Illinois Lottery Millionaire ticket 
and won a top prize of $1million.  
Today, Illinois Lottery officials 
presented him a large ceremonial 
check for $1million to commemo-
rate his big win.

When Halfhill saw the Millionaire 
instant ticket, he had a feeling he 
should try it.  “I treated myself to 
four tickets because I really thought 
I was going to win something on 
this game.”  He was in the store 
when he scratched his tickets.  He 
did not win a prize on the first 
three; without looking very closely, 
he quickly scratched his last ticket 
and used the Lottery self-service 
ticket scanner to check it.  The 
message “file a claim” appeared on 
the screen.  “This machine must be 
broken, it’s saying something about 
a claim,” Halfhill said to the clerk.  
“Then the clerk double checked 
the ticket for me and she started 
screaming that I had just won a 
million dollars!”

 Halfhill, 56, plans to invest the 
windfall and has already consult-
ed a financial advisor.  “I hope to 
make this money last a long time,” 
he said.

 The winning ticket was pur-
chased at Circle K, 121 South 
Hibbard Street in Staunton.  The 
retailer was presented a ceremonial 

check for $10,000, equal to 1 percent 
of the prize amount, their bonus for 
selling the winning ticket.  

Millionaire is a $5 instant ticket 
with a top prize of $1million. One 
of the $1million prizes has not yet 

been claimed.  For more informa-
tion, please visit www.illinoislot-
tery.com.

Livingston man claims $1 million

Tom Halfhill of Livingston shows off a mockup of the $1 million check he received after win-
ning the Illinois Lottery.
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Reservation applications are available through the Maryville Comptroller’s 
office and more information can be obtained by calling 345-7028, ext. 3.

The village recently spent more than $13,000 to replace the 35-year-old 
floor in the center.

In other business, the board approved the purchase of a 2015 police inter-
ceptor utility vehicle at a cost of $34,985 from Morrow Ford in Greenfield.

This vehicle will replace one damaged recently in an accident.
The board also approved spending $4,500 with the Troy/St. Jacob/

Maryville Chamber of Commerce for advertising purposes.
Trustee Rod Schmidt said the chamber will include the majority of 

Maryville events in its annual calendar when it is produced.
In addition, there will be two or three separate mailings to Maryville resi-

dents, notifying them of upcoming events.
The board also approved sponsorship of a team in the Drost Park Khoury 

League at a cost of $300.
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The occupants of the vehicle called 9-1-1.
Officer Sprinkle located the vehicle at Circle K off Route 157 and confront-

ed Hornberger, who was taken into custody without incident and has been 
served with a warrant. 

The firearm was located near by and secured.
Officers canvased the area where the firearm was shot, both that night and 

the next day. There were no injuries.
Bond is set at $30,000.
The Madison County State's Attorney also charged Adam A. Washburn, 30, 

of the 500 block of East Vandalia, Edwardsville,  with alleged felony posses-
sion of a controlled substance on Jan.16.

According to Fillback, an incident was reported to the Edwardsville Police 
at approximately 12:47 a.m. on Jan. 12.

The individual reported that a vehicle had allegedly hit mailboxes on the 
street. 

After taking the report, officers  found a vehicle at a nearby residence that 
matched the description.

Upon checking the vehicle, damage was found that was consistent with the 
reported accident.

During the course of the investigation items were seen inside the vehicle 
in plain view that led officers to believe Washburn was in possession of a 
controlled substance.

Washburn was taken into custody without incident.
In addition to the felony charge, Washburn was charged with driving 

under the influence and other traffic citations.
He was taken into custody but posted bond.
Bond was set at $15,000. 
There were no injuries as a result of the traffic crash, only property damage.
A preliminary hearing has been set Jan. 30 with Judge Kyle Napp.
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To purchase tickets, contact the Stephenson House by phone at 692-1818 or 
by email at stephensonhouse@sbcglobal.net.

Stephenson House Director RoxAnn Raisner said that the auction is one of 
the biggest fundraisers for the house. The annual trivia night in April and the 
50/50 auction are the other two big fundraisers. 

“We usually have a couple of other smaller fundraisers,” Raisner said, such 
as a Mother’s Day tea a few years ago. “The auction is one of the biggest, if 
not the biggest, fundraiser of the year,” she added.

Money raised will be used to fund school activities and the summer 
camp the house offers, among other things. “Without money from this 
event and our other fundraisers, we could not do what we do,” Raisner 
said.

The auction and the trivia night coincide with the slow season for the 
house, which allows time for planning. “The museum is slow, but we’re not,” 
Raisner said. The museum will pick up in the spring, which is its busiest 
season.

“In April and May, we are booked solid with school trips,” Raisner said. 
“Over 2,000 students come through in the spring.” They also see several 
school groups in the fall. 

The auction started several years ago, Raisner said. “It was not on the same 
scale as it is today. It was not a big fundraiser; it was more a thank you to 
members,” she said. “About five years ago, it morphed into this.” 

“It’s a fun night,” Raisner said. “We didn’t want it to be just dinner and a 
talk.” 

“New auction items arrive daily,” said event coordinator Amy Mullane.  
Several have already arrived, and Raisner said there was a wide variety.

“We have Fox tickets, Rep tickets, a lot of themed gift baskets, and gift cer-
tificates to various businesses and restaurants,” Raisner said. There will also 
be a quilt made by quilt artist Jen Mercer. 

Museum board members and volunteers donate several of the baskets. This 
year, they include a gourmet wine basket, a gardening basket, a household 
products basket, and several baskets built around various holidays. 

Last year, for the first time, the evening featured a ‘buy it now’ table, with 
several pieces of vintage jewelry for sale. “That table was packed,” said 
Raisner. “We didn’t expect it to be quite so successful.” Since it was such a 
success, it will be offered again this year. 

In past years, the auction was later in February. “This year, the auction is 
before Valentine’s Day, and a lot of what we have would be great gift items,” 
Raisner said.
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Even though family and friends believe 
Kidwell’s strong minded spirit is up for the 
fight of her life, it is certain that her recovery 
will be long and difficult as she will need 
continuous care and rehabilitation for many 
months to come.

In a matter of hours after the news of her 
release was announced on Facebook, the com-
munity rallied around the young woman and 
her family and is currently renovating their 

bi-level home to accommodate her and all the 
associated medical equipment she will need for 
her on-going care.  

The fundraiser will begin at 2 p.m., Feb. 7, 
at Wiggler’s Bar and Grill in Holiday Shores. 
All monies collected will be used to help offset 
renovation and medical expenses. The public 
is invited to come out to show their love, faith 
and hope to the family and young mom who,  
just recently, held her newborn son for the first 
time.

A barbecue dinner will be available which 
includes a choice of ribs, chicken or pork steak, 
two sides and a dessert for $10 per person 
with all proceeds being donated to the Kidwell 
family.  Takeout will also be available.  Various 

raffles are being conducted including a lotto 
tree which has $100 worth of lottery tickets just 
waiting to be scratched and two trees loaded 
with gift cards for various services and goods 
from chainsaw blade sharpening to a one hour 
massage.

Music will be provided by local favorite 
Straight Jacket from 6 p.m. until 9 p.m.

Monetary donations can be made to 
RayeLynn Kidwell Benefit Fund, c/o TheBANK 
of Edwardsville, P.O. Box 447, Edwardsville, IL 
or donations are accepted online at: http://
www.gofundme.com/kgfxfc.

Wiggler’s Bar and Grill is located at 7243 Saint 
James Drive in Edwardsville.  For more  informa-
tion contact (618) 971-9349.
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They were words of tribute and 
honor, fit for a King, and master-
fully crafted and delivered by regal 
poets in their own right at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville’s 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday 
Celebration. 

Dr. Eugene B. Redmond, SIUE 
emeritus professor of English, East 
St. Louis poet laureate and co-found-
er of the Eugene B. Redmond Writers 
Club, was the keynote speaker 
Wednesday at the 32nd Annual 
MLK Award Celebration.

Redmond – a former Alestle editor 
and SIUE East St. Louis campus stu-
dent who traveled to Washington, 
D.C., for the March on Washington 
for Jobs and Freedom – performed 
an original poem. Redmond was 
joined by his daughter, Treasure 
Shields Redmond, an assistant pro-
fessor of English at Southwestern 
Illinois College, in the reading of 
“Dreaming With Wings: Odyssey of 
an Era.”

SIUE Chancellor Julie Furst-Bowe 
welcomed the sold-out luncheon 
crowd, “Dr. King was a moral voice 
for our times, championing equal 
rights and the use of nonviolent civil 
disobedience to counteract oppres-
sion and racism wherever it might 
exist.”

Of the stately, powerful and 
peaceful man the world knew 

as King, Redmond and Shields 
Redmond read in tandem. Portions 
of the poem are as follows:

“He was Royal and Regular and 
Righteous, . . . Theologian, Thespian 
and Battle-Wrought Rebel . . . We 
were born again on 1960’s battle-
fields of study, consciousness and 
struggle . . . As we followed Dr. 
King’s global model of marrying 
activism to moral, cultural and 
social concerns.

“But Dr. King’s sixties helped cre-
ate and or/Institutionalize: Voter 
rights legislation, Black, ethnic and 
women studies centers, Humane 
gay and lesbian initiatives . . .”

Redmond and Shields Redmond 
ended the MLK poem by saying 
of the great civil rights leader in a 
rousing and emotive melody:

“He could NEVER unlove us. 
Unlove us never. Unlove us never!”

Kenny Coleman, a sophomore 
Theater and Performance major, 
also took the stage with a poem 
he penned, questioning those who 
feel superior. A portion of “What is 
Piety?” reads:

“I am drunk off the darkness of 
my skin tone. I find bliss in being 
loud like a megaphone. I come up in 
rooms clowning like a cyclone. They 
say it’s because I’m different. . .”

SIUE principles, Furst-Bowe 
remarked earlier, are to include and 
uplift everyone in the University 
community. The values include citi-
zenship, integrity and inclusion.

Redmond poetically honors King

SIUE sophomore Kenny Coleman recites a poem he wrote 
titled, "What is Piety?"
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