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Before the Civil War, a politician and education reform-
er named Horace Mann implemented the idea of free ele-
mentary and secondary education in Massachusetts, an 
idea that was later mimicked by the rest of the country.  

Recently, President Obama proposed a plan to make 
community and technical college education free for all. 
The plan, called “America’s College Promise,” would 
deliver free tuition to students who go to school at least 
half time and maintain a 2.5 grade point average while 
making progress toward a degree.

Under the plan, states would have to provide about 
a quarter of the costs of the program, maintain existing 
education spending and work to reduce the need for 
remedial classes and repeated courses.

Colleges with participating students would have to 
offer academic programs that fully transfer to four-year 
colleges or job training programs with high graduation 
rates. 

Is this program feasible?
The United States is sliding in its performance world-

wide when it comes to higher education. Ten nations 
now fare better than us in the percentage of the adult 
population with a college degree. This statistic, along 
with the crippling debt that students now bear because 
of the escalating cost of college, has made the situation 
untenable. To make things even worse, several studies 
show that the sectors of our population most affected 
by this situation are low-income students and minori-
ties, many of which are from first-generation immigrant 
families.  

Because of this there is a growing movement for mak-
ing higher education free, led by organizations such as 

The Campaign for Free College Tuition and Complete 
College America. Even books published recently have 
been devoted to specific proposals on how to achieve 
that goal, such as Robert Samuels’s “Why Public Higher 
Education Should Be Free.” 

Some have already put in practice several of these pro-
posals. Last year, Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam successful-
ly pushed through legislation that allows for students in 
his state to apply for the Tennessee Promise scholarship. 
Beginning with the class of 2015, this program will offer 
two-year tuition-free education at a community college 
or technical school.  

The way the program works is by providing full 
tuition and fees coverage after a student has applied 
to federal programs such as Pell Grants. The money 
comes from the lottery reserves that are used to create an 
endowment. Haslam, a Republican, has made clear that 
no tax dollars are used for this initiative.

The White House proposal contains many of the 
elements of the Tennessee program and Obama chose 
to unveil his program in the Volunteer State. 

Oregon will be discussing similar legislation this 
year and analogous programs such as Michigan 
Education Trust (MET), the Missouri A+ Schools 
Program and another in Chicago are already in place.

Even some private institutions have been provid-
ing free higher education. At least eight U.S. private 

colleges, such as Berea College in Kentucky, have 
moved ahead with this idea in a structure similar to 
Tennessee’s.

There are even examples of public-private partner-
ships, such as the Kalamazoo Promise, a pledge by a 
group of anonymous donors to pay for up to 100 percent 
of tuition at any of Michigan’s state institutions of higher 
education for graduates of the public high schools of the 
city of Kalamazoo.

Several European countries, such as Germany, and 
even developing nations like Chile, already offer tui-
tion-free higher education. As innovative and daring as 
the president’s proposal seems, it is neither revolution-
ary nor entirely new. Yet, there is no question that the 
proposal by the Obama administration will be contro-
versial. 

Obama’s plan is projected to cost $60 billion over 10 
years. It sounds like a lot, but really isn’t. The average 
yearly price tag is $6 billion, which is less than 1 percent 
of the U.S. military budget. 

More importantly, the plan does not call for new taxes 
to pay for it.

To begin with, community and technical colleges that 
serve about 45 percent of the undergraduates of this 
country already receive about $9.1 billion annually from 
the federal government. Although we don’t have all of 
the administration’s financial details, we do know that 
by reallocating federal money that now funds other 
educational programs (such as tuition tax breaks) further 
revenue could be generated.

Like in any other major societal program there 
will be winners and losers.  Among the winners, in 

addition to the students themselves, will be commu-
nity colleges, as long as they keep their physical and 
human infrastructure ready to receive the influx of 
new students.  

Among the losers will be the private, for-profit insti-
tutions of higher education. These institutions enroll 
about 10 percent of post-secondary students, but use 
about 25 percent of federal student aid. And they are 
the main responsible party for student debt. While they 
serve mostly low-income students, they depend on those 
students taking out more loans than anybody. The medi-
an debt for students at the for-profits is $33,000 versus 
$22,000 at public institutions and $18,000 at private, 
non-profit ones.    

Public, four-years institutions could also lose given 
that they will not have as high of enrollments for the first 
two years and that some states may divert their resourc-
es to fund community colleges. Further, they do not have 
the support of a powerful lobby behind them as do the 
for-profit institutions.

It is time for the leadership of higher education institu-
tions to stop passing down budget cuts to students in the 
form of higher tuition and fees, to faculty by reducing 
their numbers and support for their academic activities 
and to staff in the form of layoffs. They need to start 
working with their boards for creative solutions. That is 
what is needed for the United States to keep its position 
of leadership in the world.  

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor 
with leadership experience in higher education.  He can be 
contacted through his website at: http://www.aromerojr.net
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Letters from Academia

Do the Right Thing
The Edwardsville Districdt 7 Board of Education honored the January Do the Right Thing Award winners at last week's meeting. They are: Blake Neville, Andrew Bridenbaugh, Wyatt Hennig, 
August Lay, Criste'on Waters, Paige Stearns, Chelsea Behme and John Paul Krekovich, Noah Manibusan and Madison Weimer from Edwardsville High School; Dhruv Mathur, Jadynn Levels 
and Katelyn Shelton from Liberty Middle School; Patrick Cheatham, Sydney Malone, Bryce Glisson and Ethan Miracle from Lincoln Middle School; Ian Hamilton, Anne Shilly, Chesca Ballossini 
and Damon LaMar from Worden Elementary; Isabella Arth, DeVonte Hairston and Michael Steiner from Columbus Elementary; Decker Baird, Teddy Rybolt and Ethan Micklevitz from Goshen 
Elementary; Knox Verbais, Remy Tyrrell and Raegan Webb from Nelson Elementary; Damon Montgomery, Annisyn Krebs-Carr and Maia Foster from Woodland Elementary; Lucas Garman, 
Adler Bendel and Henry Vivian from Glen Carbon Elementary; Jerald Griffin, Jacob McKey, Faith Rinkel and Xavier Valdez from Cassens Elementary; Kierstynn Fisher, Zinnia Allen and Reese 
Edmondson from Leclaire Elementary; Isiah Laux and Bryce Robison from Hamel Elementary; and Emerson Gusewelle and Lily Meiser from Midway Elementary. 

Julia BIggs/Intelligencer
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In the Recorder’s office, fees for 
mortgages, modifications, releases, 
assignments and related documents 
increased to $14 from $12 while 
notices, affidavits and memoran-
dums increased by the same amount. 
The fee for having a warrant served 
by a Sheriff’s deputy – a service for 
which there is no charge now – will 
jump to $84.

And in the County Clerk’s office, 
fees for marriage licenses and civil 
unions will increase by $5, to $35. 

The fee for obtaining a tax deed will 
jump from $5 to $11.

Other proposed fee increases 
include:

County Clerk
• Civil Union license copy – from 

$8 to $12;
• Birth Certificate copy – from $8 

to $12;
• Death Certificate copy – from $8 

to $12;
• Genealogy Certificate – from $3 

to $12;
• Register Notary in office – from 

$5 to $10;
• Register plat – from $5 to $12;
• Juret – from $2 to $14;
• Township map – from $4 to $10;
• Automation fee - $2 to $8
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With a new water main system being 
installed in that area and with development a 
distinct possibility, Old Town may see another 
period of growth in the near future.

Jackstadt wants residents of the area to 
know that they will be included in decisions 
made regarding that growth.

“The key is for government to work with 
residents and certainly not dictate to Old Town 
residents what will happen down there,” he 
said. “There has got to be a dialogue. It’s got 
to be a two-way street.”

The proposed Madison County Discovery 
Enterprise Zone was a focus of Tuesday’s 
meeting as it does include Old Town.

Currently, the enterprise zone application is 
being reviewed at the state level and a deci-
sion is not expected until September.

The zone, which was   proposed by 
Madison County officials, includes Maryville, 
Collinsville, Troy, St. Jacob and Highland in 
addition to Glen Carbon.

A narrow connecting strip would fol-
low roadways to make the zone contiguous 
between all involved communities.

There are currently 97 enterprise zones in 
Illinois, but their designations will begin to 
expire this year and the state is looking for 
new entries.

Village Administrator Jamie Bowden said he 
believes there are 60 enterprise zone designa-
tions that will become available and that there 
are roughly four times that many applicants.

The Madison County Discovery Enterprise 
Zone, as described by economic developer 
Keith Moran, is not intended to raise smoke 
stacks throughout its participating communi-
ties, but rather to offer incentives to develop-
ers of retail and office complexes.

None of those incentives take away from vil-
lage property tax.

They do include a 6.6 percent sales tax exemp-
tion on building materials, 1 percent investment 
tax credits on machinery, equipment and build-
ings and jobs tax credits and utility tax exemp-
tions, both based on job creation.

Jackstadt wanted to point out that an enter-
prise zone differs from a TIF (Tax Increment 
Financing) District.

“An enterprise zone is not a TIF District,” 
Jackstadt said. “It is an economic tool and 
somebody gets tax incentives.”

The TIF tax incentive freezes a property’s tax 
rate at its existing level for 23 years.

As proposed, the Madison County Discovery 
Enterprise Zone does not offer property tax 
abatements in Glen Carbon.

Old Town is included in the enterprise zone 
proposal which, in Glen Carbon’s case, focuses 
primarily on the Interstate 270/Route 157 cor-
ridor and the Interstate 270/Route 159 corridor.

A proposed parking lot, with approximate-
ly 20 spaces, on Main Street across from the 
American Legion Hall was also discussed at 
Thursday’s meeting.

Parking is a concern in Old Town, particular-
ly if growth is to occur.

There is currently a lot at the Centennial 
Library, one at the intersection of Main Street 
and Collinsville Street and one behind old 
Village Hall.

Bowden said the proposed lot, which would 
be located on village-owned property, could 
be built using tourism funds – the village’s 
hotel usage tax.

Meanwhile, Building and Zoning 
Administrator David Coody discussed the vil-
lage’s variance process, through which prop-
erty owners may request relief from a village 
ordinance in such instances as building set-
backs.

Coody also covered the architecture and 
design requirements for structures in Old 
Town.

Essentially, any structure built in Old Town 
should be similar in its exterior makeup to 
those surrounding it.

Wood, brick or stone masonry are the pre-
ferred building materials.
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“Oh it’s not super bad but 
it’s not icy yet – but when it’s 
12 degrees out and your shoes 
aren’t waterproof, that’s not 
great. I have hiking boots but 
I feel goofy wearing them to 

class!” said Ellie Kanaskie, a 
senior fine arts major. 

Students can cut between 
buildings to get out of the cold 
but this can cost valuable time 
better spent at Starbucks. 

“Going through the buildings 
is really nice thanks to the snow 
route signs. Also, SIUE is on 
their game, I came from Webster 
University so parking and 
everything is a huge improve-

ment,” said Jessica Gatlin, a 
sophomore nursing student. 

For reasons unknown to stu-
dents, this semester was the 
first to have class locations cho-
sen, not by a human, but by 
computer. This means that cer-
tain classes that would have 
been located in their respective 
department, are now sometimes 
twice as far away in a random 
location. 

Everyone has their own meth-
od of making do in the winter; 
Jozette Spaid, a theatre major, 
might have found the best one. 

“It’s not so bad with all my 
winter stuff, I get hot easily in 
it anyway. Also, I drink a lot, 
the cold doesn’t really get to me 
anymore.”

Regardless of what measures 
are taken, spring can’t get here 
soon enough. 
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“It’s amazing the way they add 
up,” says Jim Shepard, Jimmy’s father 
and business mentor. 

Jimmy Shepard is actually a fourth 
generation businessman. His great 
grandparents started Shepard Office 
Supply and ran it for years before sell-
ing it to former EHS and NBA basket-
ball standout Don Ohl, who renamed 
the store Don Ohl Office Supply. 

Jim Shepard said his parents decid-
ed to open a store of their own around 
1965. 

They went on to operate several 
Subway stores in Edwardsville and 
the surrounding areas.

At the age of 10, he began helping 
out around the store. After graduat-
ing from Edwardsville High School, 
in 2000,  he worked for nine years as a 
plumber for Local 360 Plumbers and 
Gasfitters. 

By the time he began looking for a 
business of his own to run, though, 
the sandwich business didn’t appear 
to be a good option.

 “It’s a very saturated market. 
There’s no future growth. It seems 
like there’s one on every corner,” he 
says. “This just seems like a better fit.” 

Asked what he learned from watch-
ing his parents work, he doesn’t skip 

a beat. “Hard work, determination, 
patience.”

The store is at 3755 Illinois Route 
159, across from Denny’s restau-
rant. 

For years it was a Fancy Pantry. 
Then Little Caesar’s bought the build-
ing and turned one half into a pizza 
place, renovated the other half and 
rented it out to the Shepards.

To get things lined up in time for 
the grand opening, they had to scram-
ble.

 “You wouldn’t have recognized 
this place two weeks ago,” the elder 
Shepard says.

Today, Jimmy Shepard co-owns 
the store with his wife Melisa, who 
teaches at Webster Middle School in 
Collinsville.

There are about 650 Batteries and 
Bulbs franchises across the country., 
of which the Glen Carbon store is 
Store No. 641. 

The Shepards can order up to 
40,000 different batteries and light 
bulbs from the Batteries and Bulbs 
headquarters in Hartland, Wisc. 

And the array of each is staggering. 
The store has access to 800 different 
types of batteries, 600 different types 
of light bulbs.

Jimmy Shepard can also test your 
car battery and rebuild battery packs 
or custom build battery packs at the 
store’s tech center. And he can repair 
your cell phone and fix your cell 
phone screen.
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BULBSLibrary offers courses on Microsoft Word 
For the Intelligencer

The Glen Carbon Centennial 
Library is  offer ing two 
Microsoft Word computer class-
es.

Part 1 Tuesday, February 
3  – 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the 

Community Room
Instructed by: Joe Feigl
Participants will learn on lap-

tops how to use Microsoft Word 
by creating a document, saving, 
highlighting, copying and past-
ing. Registration is required 
and is available online, by 

phone or in person. Space is 
limited.

Part 2 Wednesday, February 
4 – 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the 
Community Room

Instructed by: Joe Feigl
Participants will earn on lap-

tops how to use Microsoft Word 

by creating a document, learn-
ing the paragraph functions, 
page layout, view and referenc-
es. Registration is required and 
is available online, by phone or 
in person. Space is limited.

For more information, call 
288-1212.


