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Although the recent wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan have had many consequenc-
es in terms of human lives, economic 
costs, and political disruptions, some-
times we tend to forget that these kinds 
of engagements also have consequences 
in terms of American politics.

Recently two faculty members of 
the department of political science at 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 
researched how those wars impacted the 
electoral process. They are Laurie Rice 
and Kenneth Moffett and I talked to both 
of them to find out more about the result 
of their investigations.

Although it is clear that major conflicts 
such as Pearl Harbor, the Vietnam War, 
or 9/11 had great political impacts on 
American politics, less is known about 
how this country’s more recent foreign 
war engagements have impacted the 
political scene. One issue they studied 
had to do with the behavior of new vot-
ers. 

“I can see protracted wars having an 
effect definitely in terms of voting pat-
terns and in terms of engagement pat-
terns more broadly that extend beyond 
them,” said Moffett. “That said, as far 
as the act of voting itself, there are lots 
of other things that necessarily play into 
that.”

His response begs the question of 
whether there are differences between 
protracted wars like the ones in Iraq and 
Vietnam versus a specific event like 9/11 
or Pearl Harbor in terms of the effect it 
may have on the American electorate.

“Specific events like 9/11 or Pearl 
Harbor often result in a lot of patriotism 
in a short amount of time, and they result 
in things like people approving more 
of the president, people having a better 
feeling about the government,” said Rice. 
Yet, she added that such events do not 
have much of an effect on people’s opin-
ions about who should be elected and it 
doesn’t necessarily translate into larger 
numbers of people going to the polls. 

“A protracted war, especially as people 
begin to disapprove of the war, can begin 
to mobilize the sorts of opposition that 
leads more and more people to vote,” 

Rice added.
In their study, Rice and Moffett point-

ed to an important distinction between 
Vietnam and the Iraq and Afghanistan 
wars: the absence of a draft. Rice said that 
this was something they were really inter-
ested in looking at.

“Certainly you can see how if there 

is a draft and people have no choice on 
whether or not they are going to go fight 
in a war, that would more easily mobilize 
opposition,” she said. “It wasn’t clear 
when we first started out whether the 
Iraq War would lead more young adults 
to participate because they have a situa-
tion in which they are choosing whether 

to enlist or not.
“When we compared two protracted 

wars, like the war in Vietnam and the war 
in Iraq, we also saw a major difference in 
the way people reacted to them. During 
the Vietnam War era we saw a lot of activ-
ism against the war, but for the Iraq War 
the public reacted in a different way.” For 

Moffett, the time between the start of the 
war and the national elections was a cru-
cial element. 

“I think because you didn’t have nearly 
the protracted nature, by the time you got 
to the 2004 elections you had about a year 
and a half between when the Iraq War 
started in March 2003 and the election in 
November 2004,” said Moffett. “By 2008 
the public opinion was solidified in terms 
of getting American troops out of Iraq.” 

For their article, Rice and Moffett con-
ducted surveys in order to obtain the 
necessary data. Rice said that they used 
two data sources. “One was a survey that 
we designed in 2008 and it was a sur-
vey of students here at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville. We also looked 
at a study that is done periodically called 
the American National Elections Study 
that is a nationwide study,” she said. 

Moffett added that they took both 
approaches because some would argue 
that if you just looked at students at a 
single institution at a single point in time, 
that such a group wouldn’t represent the 
broader array of either college students or 
younger people. 

Now that their work has been pub-
lished, both Rice and Moffett expressed 
what they hope readers will take from it. 

“I think one thing would be that there 
are issues that can bring more young 
adults into the electoral process,” said 
Rice. “That it is not always just a matter of 
young adults not participating. That some 
issues bring them to the polls and bring 
them to other forms of participation in 
greater numbers. And also we shouldn’t 
expect them to participate in the same 
ways that generations before them did.”

Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show, 
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morn-
ing at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be 
reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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Public Works Director Eric Williams explained that the award is for the 
demolition of a duplex located in Cherry Hills, but is also a part of a bigger 
picture.

“This is for the demolition of the property, but it’s part of the bigger pic-
ture of the extension of Century Drive. Century Drive has been a part of the 
comprehensive plan since it was adopted. So this would be the first step in 
the completion of the project,” Williams said.

Alderman Barb Stamer also told the council that the bid came in under the 
engineer’s estimate.

Looking forward to the road construction, Williams said a start date of May 
of 2015 has been set.

A motion and second were made and the award was unanimously 
approved.
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“Any time you’re drilling into an aquifer - in some cases for hundreds 
of feet - if it’s not properly grouted when you’re installing that pipe and 
making sure it’s sealed properly, it can, quite frankly, damage the aquifer 
and the groundwater,” Corona said. 

The fee amount of $100 was suggested by the state, and Corona said 
some counties are charging as much as $250 and some less than $100. 
Madison County is also charging $20 for each additional borehole after 
the fifth.

“That is not too far out of line with any homeowner or anybody doing 
business,” Corona said. “Typically, because these systems would be so 
complicated, it’s not unusual to actually pay a permit fee. We really 
did do our research. We don’t want to inconvenience or put any more 
stress on homeowners, but the typical residential unit is less than five 
boreholes.”

One factor likely to slow the process is the lack of licensed drillers. 
There are only 29 licensed well contractors around the state to install 

the systems, she said. 
Brad Maxwell, a Republican who represents Troy’s County Board 

District 11, expressed concern that the $100 might not be enough to cover 
the time inspectors would have to spend at some sites.

“I can see them going out and doing an inspection for a hole, but that 
hole could take five or six hours before they can move on to holes two, 
three, four and five,” Maxwell said. 

Corona said the Health Department will be “working absolutely inde-
pendently and individually with each well contractor. “I don’t want 
to say that we’ll absolutely be there for the majority of it, but we are 
required to absolutely inspect each well. And obviously for us, we want 
to see what’s being done as much as we can.”

MCHENRY, Ill. (AP) — If there's 
one topic 12-year-old Andrew Gray 
of McHenry never grows tired of 
discussing, it's his love of trains. 

In fact, he's the youngest member 
of the Lake County Model Railroad 
Club.

"He wakes up and goes to sleep 
talking about trains," his mom, Julie 
Gray said.

Andrew's intense passion for 
trains is not the only thing that 
makes this young man unique.

Andrew has Asperger syndrome, 
an autism spectrum disorder char-
acterized by social and communica-
tion deficits that may include a lack 
of normal back and forth conver-
sations, eye contact and body lan-
guage, and trouble relating to peers. 

Another common feature of 
Asperger's is having fixated inter-
ests and demonstrating repetitive 
behaviors.

The cause of Asperger syndrome 
is not known, though medical 
research points to abnormal migra-
tion of embryonic cells during fetal 
development that affects brain 
structure and neural circuits con-
trolling thought and behavior, 
according to the National Institute 
of Neurological Disorders and 
Stroke (NIH).

Andrew, who was diagnosed at 
age 8, is now highly functioning, 
but he did not begin talking until 
age 4. 

His mother also calls him a "mir-
acle baby" because he survived spi-
nal meningitis when he was just 
5-weeks-old.

For Andrew, his fixated interest (a 
symptom of Asperger syndrome) is 
trains, but it's helped to bring him 
out of his shell and make him more 
comfortable in social situations, his 
mother said.

"It's a very healthy hobby for him. 
It forces him to talk," Julie said.

And talk he does.
What interests Andrew the most 

about trains, he said, is "their power 
and the kind of things they trans-
port."

"I love to talk about trains with 
anyone that will listen," Andrew 
said. "Sometimes I talk over their 
heads because of all my knowledge, 
but I can't help myself."

Andrew also loves to share train 
trivia.

"There are a couple facts that I bet 
people don't know," he said. "One, 
freight train operators work 12-hour 
shifts, and two, each freight and/
or passenger train has their own 
unique train horn."

All aboard
One of Andrew's favorite activi-

ties is attending Friday night meet-
ings of the Lake County Model 
Railroad Club with his dad, Bill, 
who also is a member.

"The members are teaching me 
new things about modeling and cre-
ating layouts," Andrew said. "I real-
ly enjoy the open houses we have 
twice a year, too."

Club leader Norm Kocol said 
Andrew is a quick learner who 
absorbs information about trains 
"like a sponge" and holds his own in 
conversation.

"Andrew has some adults learn-
ing from him," Kocol said.

At home, Andrew enjoys setting 
up model trains.

"I have an HO at home and a 
G scale at our place in Plymouth, 
Wisconsin," Andrew said. "My 
favorite design layout is mod-
ern-day industrial with crossings, 
and rural with signal railroad cross-
ings. 

For Christmas, I have a 4-foot tree 
that sits in the middle of my HO 
layout and it is decorated with all 
train ornaments."

Andrew also is a big fan of Metra, 
which his dad takes to work, and 
Amtrak. 

Julie said her son's morning ritual 
before arriving to school at Westlake 
Christian Academy in Grayslake, 
where Andrew is a sixth-grader, is 
to watch the commuter train pass by 
on Center Street.

"It's kind of like his cup of coffee," 
she said.

Andrew's favorite destination for 
train-watching is the double dia-
mond crossing of Union Pacific and 
the Burlington Northern Santa Fe in 
Rochelle and the famous Horseshoe 
Curve in Altoona, Pennsylvania.

Andrew also has ridden trains 
at the Illinois Railway Museum 
in Union, the National Railway 
Museum in Green Bay, Wisconsin, 
and the Cog Railway in New 
Hampshire up to the highest peak 
of the Appalachian Mountains.

"One day I would like to visit 
Powder River Basin in Wyoming to 
see the BNSF and UP coal trains," 
Andrew said.

When he grows up, Andrew said 
he'd like to own or work in a train 
hobby shop.

"My parents think I should work 
for the actual railroad because I 
have so much knowledge and it's 
such a great opportunity to see our 
beautiful country," he said.

In this Nov. 15, 2014 photo, Andrew Gray, 12, of McHenry, Ill., watches the trains on the HO scale Wauconda Central Railroad 
during the Lake County Model Railroad Club Open House in Wauconda, Ill. Gray has Asperger's syndrome, an autism spectrum 
disorder characterized by social and communication deficits that may include a lack of normal back and forth conversations, eye 
contact and body language, and trouble relating to peers. Gray is the youngest member of the Lake County Model Railroad Club.
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Model railroad helps boy with Asperger's

Residents of Maryville can also contact Clint Jones at 346-5274 ext.2 
for pick up.

Christmas trees will be accepted at Robert C. Stille Township Park 
until Jan. 31. 

Additionally, Republic Services has complied a “naughty and nice” 
recycling list.

On the nice list - items that can be recycled - includes shoeboxes, 
tissue paper, gift boxes, holiday cards/envelopes, gift bags (paper 
only) and non-metallic wrapping paper.

The naughty list - items that cannot be recycled - includes metallic 
wrapping paper, sticky gift labels, gift bags if coated, laminated or 
dyed, foam peanuts, bubble wrap, anything on the tree and ribbons 
and bows.

There are also many interesting and creative things that can be done 
to reuse items. Suggestions include using sustainable packing materi-
als, saving old foam peanuts to be reused and using holiday greeting 
cards to make festive gift tags.

For more ideas for recycling holiday materials search “recycling 
holiday decor.”


