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New neighbors
Members of the Edwardsville/Glen Carbon Chamber of Commerce recently conducted a ribbon cutting ceremony with the staff 
of Plowsharing Crafts, Inc. The business is located at 224 North Main Street in Edwardsville. For more information, call 692-
6919 or visit www.plowsharing.org
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The facility itself is approximate-
ly 6,000 square foot and features a 
135-foot long conveyor to pull cars 
through  while being washed.

After the car wash is completed, 
there are 12 vacuum bays available 
for people looking to make the inte-
rior match the exterior. The vacuum 
service is included with each car 
wash, along with floor mat cleaning.

Even with all of this technology, 
the process of getting through the car 
wash is very intuitive. 

Hansen explained that when a per-
son pulls into one of two lanes and 

a vehicle is sensed, the system will 
begin and will give people four dif-
ferent car wash options. They can 
enter coupons or join the unlimited 
wash club.

“If you can use an ATM you can 
use it,” Hansen said.

Although a date has not been set 
for the grand opening celebration 
an event has been planned with free 
car washes and donations will be 
collected for the Metro East Humane 
Society. A date will be announced on 
their Facebook page at www.face-
book.com/eclipsecarwash as soon as 
it’s set.

Hours are Monday through 
Sunday 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

For additional information about 
Eclipse Car Wash, visit www.eclipse-
carwash.com or call (888)-573-7145.

ECLIPSE
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Happy Hooves Equine Rescue is dedicated to rehabilitate and provide a 
new purpose in life for unwanted, neglected or abandoned horses. The mis-
sion is to match rehabilitated horses with educated, responsible and caring 
owners.

The event will be held rain or shine,  noon to 4 p.m. Liberty Prairie Farms 
is located at 7026 Route 140 in Edwardsville.  Price may be reached at 618-
781-1468.

HORSES
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Save Illinois History, a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization, has been working hard since it was 
founded in 2009 to preserve the historic sites 
of Southern Illinois.   The group was organized 
by a group of living history re-enactors and 
other concerned citizens who value our history 
.  Currently, the group is focused on Historic Fort 
de Chartres, Fort Kaskaskia Historic Site, Pierre 
Menard Home, and Cahokia Court House.  The 
group can sponsor events that would otherwise 
be cancelled, apply for grants, and provide funds 
for equipment & repairs that might not other-
wise be funded.  Treasurer, Susie Brigman stat-
ed:  “We work closely with the Illinois Historic 
Preservation Agency and the Site managers to 
use our funds most effectively.”

Save Illinois History is proud of it’s accom-
plishment in just a few years, among them:  

•Helpingtofundanewsignandbrochuresat
Fort de Chartres

•Sponsoring,promoting,andfundingColonial
Education Day for schools at Fort de Chartres

•Helpedtofundrestorationofthestonebake
oven at Fort de Chartres

• Helped fund new audio-visual equipment
and various repairs at Pierre Menard Home

•Grantcurrentlyinprocessforanewroofon
the Pierre Menard Home

• Working with Randolph County Historical
Society and the State  to rebuild the shelter at Fort 
Kaskaskia Historic Site

•Purchasedalarmsystem,generator,andtools
for Fort Kaskaskia Historic Site

•Purchasednewwoodforporchdeckreplace-
ment at Cahokia Court House

Received a grant from State of Illinois for Civil 
War website

Brigman is also Chairperson of the 24th Annual 
Fort Kaskaskia Music Festival & Craft Fair that 
will be held on September 21 & 22 at Fort 
Kaskaskia State Historic Site.   Brigman confided:  
“we believe the Music Festival & Craft Fair will 
be bigger and better than ever this year.  The 
music is a mix of Traditional, Updated, and New 
Bluegrass, Country, Folk.  Some of the bands will 
be very traditional and some will give a new spin 
to old favorites with some current hits, too. This 
is an event that benefits many local community 
groups as food vendors and crafters too—it’s 
good, clean entertainment for the whole family.”   

The  Fort Kaskaskia Music Festival & Craft 
Fair will feature five (5) different bands each 
day, including Swamp Tigers and Giant City 
Slickers from the Carbondale area, and Beaucoup 
Creek from Pinckneyville.  Other bands will 
be the Pickin’ Chicks from St. Louis; Zydeco 
Crawdaddys from Troy, IL; Buffalo Road from 
Highland, IL; The Howlin’ Brothers, Harpeth 
Rising, and Sam West Trio, all from Nashville, 
TN; and Dead Soldiers from Memphis, TN.   
Brigman said “the caliber of music is great with a 
lot of variety for all ages.  We also have a profes-
sional sound engineer to make sure everyone can 
hear it all.”   

Crafters will include many from prior years and 

some new faces to the event.  Brigman continued 
“we have been very particular to have only hand-
made items from quality crafters.  There are still 
crafter spaces available; contact Susie Brigman at 
susie@saveillinoishistory.com.”  Another addi-
tion will be the inclusion of Kaskaskia Brewing 
Company of Red Bud, IL, serving their craft beers 
on Saturday only.   Discount tickets can be pur-
chased online at:  www.saveillinoishistory.com

Other upcoming events are:
• VIP Dinner on October 4, an 18th Century-

style evening by candlelight with a gourmet 
meal, beer and wine, and live music at Historic 
Fort de Chartres (period clothing not required).  
Tickets on the website.

•TheFeteattheFort(alsoknownastheBrew
Fest) on October 5 is a day of beer tasting at 
Historic Fort de Chartres with at least 12 differ-
ent brewers.  There will be also be live music and 
food available from the Prairie du Rocher Fire 
Department.  Discount tickets on the website.

•French&IndianWarEncampmentonOctober
11 & 12 at Historic Fort de Chartres.  This event is 
free to the public and will feature a mock battle, 
artillery demonstrations, military and civilian 
camps.   President, Russell Wyatt stated “ re-enac-
tors love to talk to the public about what we are 
doing, our clothes, and the camps.  This is a great 
way to learn more about history here in Southern 
Illinois.”

If you would like to learn more about Save 
Illinois History or purchase tickets for an event, 
visit their website at:  www.saveillinoishistory.
com.

Save Illinois History plans events

Ireland trip exposes students to turbulent history
Ireland has been at the center of political 

struggle for centuries, remaining a land of 
violent conflict until relatively recently. For 
anyone interested in studying the history 
and politics of turbulent places, Ireland pro-
vides the perfect vantage point. To this end, 
12 Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 
students traveled to the Emerald Isle 
between May 7 and 18 for a study abroad 
program titled, “Ireland – The Politics of 
Transformation.” This program provided 
students with first-hand experiences regard-
ing the period known as "The Troubles," 
the ethno-nationalist conflict in Northern 
Ireland. Among those students participat-
ing was Gabriela Zamfir, a native from 
Bucharest, Romania, and a political science 
major at SIUE. Like any long-standing con-
flict, the problems in Ireland, Zamfir said, 
are not always black and white.

“We definitely struggled with that,” said 
Zamfir. “It is really overwhelming when 
you’re trying to learn so much about a coun-
try in two weeks. Even being there on the 
ground looking around it is still so much 
to process. A lot of us struggled with not 
referring to the two sides by their religions 
because it is so entangled in their politics 
and their political divisions. So we had to 
sit down and realize just because they are 
republican doesn’t mean they’re Catholic, 
and you can be a loyalist Catholic or a 
Protestant republican.”

Students traveled to Dublin, Belfast and 
Derry to see for themselves the political, 
social and cultural dynamics of the Republic 

of Ireland and Northern Ireland. 
“We talked about the economics of it,” 

Zamfir added. “How in poorer neighbor-
hoods that religious split is much more obvi-
ous than in richer neighborhoods where it is 
not a big deal at all.”

Some of the sites they visited included 
Kilmainham Jail and a trip to Trinity College 
to see the Book of Kells, manuscripts of the 
Gospels created by Celtic monks around the 

year 800. They met with several members 
of the Northern Irish Assembly in Belfast 
and met with representatives of the Peace 
and Reconciliation Group. Despite the last 
few years being peaceful, tension is still in 
the air.

 “We actually had to write an essay when 
we got back about the transformation of 
Ireland and what we thought transformation 
meant,” said Zamfir. “We had to discuss the 

different transformations we thought they 
had and then we had to predict what we 
thought the next one would be.” And she is 
not optimistic. 

“I think they will make a step backwards,” 
she said. “I think there are signs like what 
they have with the flags right now, with 
those going up marking territories. More 
flags were popping up and I think that is not 
a good sign for them.” But, she added, that 
there are agents trying to avoid a collapse of 
the tenuous peace.

“They have a political party called the 
Alliance Party which tries to bring the two 
sides together to find more peace,” Zamfir 
explained. “And the reason they started put-
ting up more flags was because that party 
had a movement to have the Union Jack 
taken down over city hall in Belfast except 
on British holidays and that made a lot of 
people very angry so they started putting 
up their own flags. So I think that things 
are probably going to get worse for a while 
before they get better.” For these students 
this brief experience provided them with a 
deeper understanding of a complex situa-
tion. 

“Even while we were there I would say 
I was expecting to see happy leprechauns 
and a much lighter atmosphere,” Zamfir 
said. “But there is a lot of tension there. Even 
knowing things about their past, you don’t 
expect it to be like that because it’s not in the 
news. But there is this tension.” She recalled 
an anecdote that epitomizes the complexity 
of the place. 

“We met with a tour guide at Stormont, 
the Northern Ireland parliament building, 
and he said to us, ‘It’s such a great sign that 
you are here. Things are getting so much 
better and we’re so optimistic,’ but then you 
would see that there was graffiti and these 
little graffiti stickers they would use,” she 
said. “Things that the teachers would point 
out for us to notice, things that a normal 
tourist wouldn’t notice.” When asked what 
were the most important things she learned 
through this experience, Zamfir was very 
thoughtful.

“The biggest thing that I took away is that 
things are not always as they seem,” she 
said. “We had one tour guide at the very end 
and maybe one other that were more straight 
with what we were learning, but most would 
tell us that things were great and there was 
so much promise and things were better. 
Officially they have peace, but the country is 
not at peace and a lot of people would lead 
you to believe that it is because I think that 
is what they want to believe.”

Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” 
can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on 
WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_
Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

Aldemaro Romero Jr.
College Talk

Demmose DeGamo

A group of SIUE students who went to Ireland over this summer. Ms. Gabriela 
Zamfir is first from the left on the first row. 
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State’s Attorney Tom Gibbons 
advised board members that they 
do not have the legal authority to 
place the jail bonds on the ballot. To 
do that, he said, a petition signed by 
10 percent of the registered voters 
in Madison County would have to 
be filed at the County Clerk’s office 
within 30 days of the vote.

After a lengthy and confusing dis-
cussion, Ciampoli moved to table her 
motion. It passed 15-13. The meeting 
continued until the issue came up 
again at the end. 

Jean Myers, a Republican who rep-
resents Troy’s District 11, said that 
constituents continually tell her that 
they have reservations about how 
the project is being financed.

“I think everyone is in agreement 
that the jail needs to be renovated,” 
she said. “The discomfort is with the 
financing. What I want is for us to be 
very transparent about it. I want to 
know what the best option is.”

Dunstan said that he and other 
county officials have been transpar-
ent. When the county first consid-
ered the project, they were looking 
at a $23 million bond issue, he said. 

County officials then made an in-
house decision to do the project for 
$18 million. Renewing the current 
bonds will generate about $6 mil-
lion with the remainder coming from 
new bonds.

“Not one single person on this 
County Board has told me this proj-
ect was not a good project,” he said. 
“Not one person said it was a bad 
project. The problem was how to 
fund it.”

“We don’t even have sprinklers 
at the jail,” he said. “The state of 
Illinois made us close the Sheltered 
Care home, folks, because it did not 
meet their specifications. What are 
we going to do when the state of 
Illinois calls us down the road . . . 
and they say ‘Hey, listen, you cannot 
house prisoners there because it does 
not meet code?' It’s going to cost us 
more down the road.”

Had the board approved the bond 
issuance, the measure would have 
been placed on display for 30 days. 
Then it would have been voted on 
again at the Oct. 16 meeting of the 
County Board.

With the delay, the jail renovation 
project may not be done until next 
year, Dunstan said.

Board members agreed to meet 
some time next month to see what 
their options are and to hear more 
information about the project.

COUNTY

Jobs Plus 13 job fair 
planned in Collinsville
For the Intelligencer

The 23rd annual job fair, Jobs 
Plus '13, is scheduled to be held on 
Thursday, September 26, 2013 from 
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Gateway 
Convention Center in Collinsville, 
IL. The job fair will be open to the 
public, with free parking and admis-
sion. 

Jobs Plus ‘13 Chairperson, 
Connie Vick, of the Madison 
County Employment and Training 
Department, said that employers 
looking to hire may still register for 
the event by calling (618)296-4445 
or by going on-line at www.mcetd.
org.  The registration fee for for-

profit employers is $100.00 and in 
turn, they will be provided with an 
8-foot table, chairs, signage, electrical 
hook-ups, free advertising and a free 
lunch.  Non-profit employers may 
register for free.

 Over fifty (50) companies and 
sponsors are already registered to 
participate in the event which typi-
cally has attendance of 1200-1800 job 
seekers. Employers are looking to 
hire new employees for a variety of 
positions. 

Additional information about 
this event may be obtained by con-
tacting Connie Vick, Jobs Plus ‘13 
Chairperson, at 618-296-4596 or 
cvick@co.madison.il.us or by visiting 
their website at www.mcetd.org.
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At the time of payment, a dispatcher wrote 
them a tow release form and a receipt, and 
the cash or money order was placed in an 
“impound fee lock box” in the dispatch cen-
ter.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Norman Smith led 
the investigation into Bedell's actions.

Bedell resigned as police chief in October, 
2012, shortly after the F.B.I. and the I.R.S. 
raided his home and office.

On Feb. 19, Jay Keeven was sworn in as 
Edwardsville's new police chief.

Major Don Lask served as interim police 
chief following Bedell's resignation and before 
Keeven's appointment.

According to information from the 
Department of Justice, Bedell will spend three 
months in prison followed by three years of 
supervised release. He must pay $136,800 in 
restitution and a special assessment fee of 
$400.

United States Attorney for the Southern 
District of Illinois Stephen Wigginton said in a 
statement released Thursday it is important to 
remember that the majority of public servants 
do serve the public.

"I am always saddened when a member of 
law enforcement is found to be engaged in 
illegal acts. I urge the public to remember the 
vast majority of our men and women in blue 
are extremely honest, bright and capable, and 
they put on their uniforms each day to serve 
the citizens, not knowing if they will come 
home at the end of their shift," Wigginton 
wrote. "It is for them and for all of us that I 
will not cease my efforts to expose and punish 
police misconduct where it is found."

Bedell admitted to taking the cash from July, 
2009, through September, 2012.

Some of the money, he admitted, went for 
personal use including the support of a gam-
bling habit.

BEDELL


