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Madison County Board Chairman Alan J. 
Dunstan paid a visit to St. Mary’s Catholic 
School in Edwardsville on the last day of 
school to accept, on behalf of the county, a 
model of the Madison County Courthouse 
constructed by the students in Mrs. Debbie 
Caulk’s eighth grade class.

The students constructed the model as 
part of their studies on the history of 
Madison County.  Dunstan said the model 
will be put on display in the Administration 

Building before being turned over to the 
Madison County Historical Museum.  

“The students did an excellent job, I 
was amazed at the detail they put into 
the model,” Dunstan said.  “Importantly, 
I think this project by the St. Mary’s stu-
dents is representative of the outstanding 
work being done by teachers and students 
in parochial and public schools throughout 
Madison County. “       

“Building a scale model of the court-
house was a project to help educate the 
students about the history of Madison 
County, especially as the county celebrates 

its 200th anniversary,” Mrs. Caulk said.  
“The students put a great deal of time into 
the project; I’m very proud of the job they 
did.”

Mrs. Caulk said constructing the court-
house model was a great learning tool 
for the students.  “The students worked 
from photos of the actual blueprints of the 
courthouse.  In addition to the obvious 
history lesson, the students utilized their 
math skills and also learned about archi-
tecture.”  Last year, Mrs. Caulk’s class con-
structed a scale model of the Anne Frank 
House, located in Amsterdam. 

Students create model of courthouse
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Madison County Chairman Alan Dunstan accepts a model of the courthouse from students at St. Mary's School.

The sweeping immigration reform bill 
currently before Congress may be in dan-
ger of not passing due to some members’ 
insistence that strict border enforcement 
rules be included in any changes to the 
law. In these tough economic times – par-
ticularly in state budgets – this demand 
begs the question of just how increased 
surveillance and border patrols will be 
paid for and just who will foot the bill, 
states or the federal government.

 “By law in the United States the military 
can’t play a law enforcement role. That 
goes back to our roots of separating out 
the military as a law enforcement entity,” 
explained Matthew Petrocelli, an associate 
professor in the department of sociology 
and criminal justice at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville. Yet he said that 
he thinks that that can change somewhat 
with any new legislation. 

“I certainly think at this point in his-
tory that the military could possibly have 
a role, particularly in the immigration 
bill coming to the floor now. If we truly 
wanted to secure the borders, the military 
could definitely play a role in that capacity 
because we simply could not hire enough 
border patrol agents or police officers to 
do that job.” But does he envision soldiers 
patrolling American streets as part of law 
enforcement? 

“I don’t think that’s a good idea because 
soldiers and police officers have very 
different missions in American society,” 
he said. “Soldiers are trained to attack, 
destroy and kill when they have to, while 
the police mission is to protect and serve 
people.” That does not mean, he added, 
that police have not become more milita-
rized in recent years. 

“The police face situations that are mili-
tary in nature,” he said. “The idea of SWAT 

teams was originally predicated on the 
notion of hostage rescues, and that’s some-
thing that the military has a specialty in 

historically. Being a former soldier, I can tell 
you that there is a lot of crossover between 
military training and police training.” 

Born in Silver Spring, Md., Petrocelli grew 
up in New Jersey. He received his bachelor’s 
degree from the U.S. Military Academy at 
West Point, his master’s in criminal justice 
from the University of Colorado at Denver 
and his doctorate in social justice from 
Arizona State University. 

Another of Petrocelli’s research interests 
involves the intersection of law enforce-
ment and drug abuse, and his views may 
surprise many. 

“Drug use and drug addiction is a medi-
cal issue,” he said. “By any empirical mea-
sure our efforts to stem drug use in the 
United States have largely failed. I don’t 
think anyone should use drugs, but I also 
think that people who do should not be 
criminally prosecuted because, first of all, 
it’s not logistically viable anymore. We can’t 
support this as a criminal justice appara-
tus.” Petrocelli sees a broken system.

“If we are going to keep prosecuting this 
‘war on drugs,’ then the criminal justice 
apparatus has to grow and that means 
more money has to be spent,” he said.  
“We have to hire more cops and build 
more prisons, and we simply do not have 
the apparatus to do that anymore. So, just 
from a logistic point of view, and taking 
morality out of the equation, we just can’t 
realistically continue to pursue the way we 
have pursued this. Anyone who studies 
the issue knows that and I think the U.S. is 
moving toward that now.” Another of his 
areas of research is racial profiling. 

“In its infancy, it was thought of not 
so much as racial profiling but as simple 
criminal profiling,” he said. “For instance, 
in my home state of New Jersey, patrols 
looked at the data that said that those run-
ning drugs up from Florida were younger 
African-American males. They tend to 
drive this kind of car and so they started 

as a matter of policy to pull those indi-
viduals over. Of course, that’s racial profil-
ing.” Such policies, he added, can give the 
impression that police actions are racially 
motivated.

“I don’t think that there is any kind of 
racial infestation in policing or anything 
like that,” he said. “Rather, these were 
individuals who were trying to stop bad 
guys. Certainly when it came to light that 
this profiling practice was illegal, police 
got a lot smarter about that. So there has 
been this enlightenment about racial pro-
filing and police are very careful about 
what they do.” One positive outcome of 
this situation, Petrocelli said, has been that 
police forces these days are much more 
diverse than in the past.

“In the United States, we have histori-
cally had a problem achieving diversity 
goals in policing,” he said. “There are dif-
ferent reasons for that and one of the rea-
sons is how minorities perceive the police 
institution. They perceived it, whether it’s 
true or not, as an oppressive institution. In 
comparison, if a white person wants to be a 
police officer, that’s a symbol of status and 
that’s great. In the African-American com-
munity, if you want to be a police officer 
it’s just the opposite, you are joining them, 
the oppressors.” 

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” 
can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. 
on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at 
College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

Roles of police, military change with society
Aldemaro Romero
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Dr. Matthew Petrocelli at his office.
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Since the group's founding, it has learned a lot and reorganized, taking the 
lessons it has learned from the previous experiences to make it more efficient 
and effective.

Changes have included moving away from a semi-truck to a large pickup 
truck with a trailer and better tools for any given job they may be on whether 
it's clearing trees and other debris from a tornado or straight line winds or 
cleaning out a house that has been flooded.

The Great Rivers Region's main focus is Illinois and Missouri. But when-
ever there is a major disaster like Moore, Okla., or the hurricane that struck 
New York and New Jersey, the group will send members to help in the 
cleanup effort.

When a disaster occurs the team captain for that area is contacted, plans are 
made for the number of people that will be needed, the type of tools that will 
be needed and other necessities for the relief effort.

For the relief effort in Edwardsville, local team captain John Hoenig, a 
member of the First Baptist Church of Edwardsville, contacted Edwardsville 
Mayor Dr. Hal Patton and Fire Chief Rich Welle.

Hoenig, with assistance from his wife, began locating sites for the group 
to work at.

The group that is working in the area includes volunteers locally and from 
across Illinois and Missouri, with the homebase for this operation being First 
Baptist Church of Edwardsville.

Members came to the area Monday night and had their first day of work on 
Tuesday, sending two, eight-person crews out– one team worked at a site in 
rural Edwardsville, the other team worked in the St. Louis area.

After working on a number of relief jobs, Peters is still amazed by what a 
storm can do.

"It's unbelievable what kind of damage a tornado can do – how powerful 
they are and how helpless you are when you’re in one. The amazing thing is 
the people we work for are pretty upbeat," Peters said.

Cleaning up in an area that has been affected by some type of disaster is 
never an ideal situation, but adding poor weather into the equation makes  
the work even tougher. It's the knowing what they've accomplished for 
people who need the help that makes it worth it for the group.

"For us, it's pretty heart wrenching at times when you see the destruction, 
but at the end we get more out of it than they do. It's the satisfaction of serv-
ing Christ and helping in need and seeing their thankfulness for what we do. 
That makes you feel pretty good," Peters said.

While working in the area, the group is staying at First Baptist Church 
of Edwardsville. Some of the women from the congregation are providing 
breakfast and dinner for the workers. 

The group will be working in the area until today and heading back to their 
respective homes. If the need persists, the group will return.

For additional information about the group or to request assistance, contact 
the First Baptist Church of Edwardsville at 656-1008. 
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 “Because of the C.A.D. they were able to share communications between 
the Madison County Sheriff’s Department and Glen Carbon and take care of 
Edwardsville’s calls for the short time they were down,” Terry McFarland told 
members of the county’s Public Safety Committee on Tuesday. McFarland, 
the county’s 9-1-1 director, said the fibre optics system has been essential to 
keeping the communication flowing during the storm.

The county purchased the Michigan-based New World System’s package 
several years ago and has been paying hefty renewal fees each year to keep 
it maintained. In December, for instance, the Sheriff’s Department renewed 
the contract for $156,020.

“We took the lead on it but Glen Carbon, Maryville and Granite City 
latched onto the system,” said Madison County Sheriff Robert Hertz. 
“Because of the interoperability between us and Glen Carbon, when the 
Edwardsville dispatch center went down in the storm, we were able to move 
in there and gather the calls. It was almost flawless.” The routing of the calls 
and emergency services was done jointly by the Sheriff’s Department and 
Glen Carbon, Hertz said. 

Because the maps are up-to-date and embedded in New World’s C.A.D., 
telecommunicators in Glen Carbon and the Sheriff’s Department were able to 
access maps and critical information for Edwardsville as well. 

The three components of the mapping – 9-1-1 mapping, C.A.D. mapping, 
and the county map – are maintained by Madison County’s GIS system. The 
maps are identical, allowing dispatchers and police officers on patrol to view 
the same image at the same time.

"Without a doubt, New World's software played an instrumental role 
in our success by allowing us the accessibility and versatility to handle a 
large-scale incident," Coleen Schaller, Glen Carbon telecommunicator said 
in a news release issued by New World Systems. "The transition from han-
dling one department to interlinking three was seamless, and the company 
should be commended on their development of such high-performance 
software."

The news release credited “fast thinking and the right technology” for 
keeping the emergency operations running smoothly during the storm.
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“We’re required to execute this, to say we’re 
going to get flood insurance,” he told the 
board.

A resolution covering the requirement was 
approved by the board.

A 3,700-foot, 12-inch water main east of Route 
159 will be connected to the new water tower.

In order for the village to install that line, it 
must make a request to the Illinois Department of 
Transportation to use the right of way along Old 
Troy Road as it crosses under Interstate 270.

A resolution was passed Tuesday authoriz-
ing that request.

In addition, a motion was approved to autho-
rize Bowden to execute all water supply loan 
documents.

The 500,000 gallon water tower, to be located 
on village property just off Old Troy Road near 
Mont Road, will raise the village’s total water 
supply to 2.5 million gallons.

In addition to the Cottonwood water tower, 
located behind Dairy Queen off Route 159, 
the village has two pumping stations in ser-
vice with 500,000 gallons of water available 
on Route 162 and 1 million gallons available 
through a storage tank behind the Comfort Inn 
off Route 157.

VILLAGE

RELIEF

STORM

Rotary seeks applicants for fellowship program
For the Intelligencer

Rotary International is now 
accepting applications for its 
Rotary Peace Fellowships for 2014, 
RI District Governor Thomas H. 
Ripperda has announced.

The Rotary Peace Fellowship 
is an educational program of 
The Rotary Foundation and sup-
ports Rotary’s mission to advance 
world understanding, goodwill, 
and peace, Ripperda said.  It is 

intended for individuals who have 
chosen a career related to interna-
tional relations, peace, and con-
flict resolution; who have work 
experience in these areas; and 
who have a commitment to com-
munity or international humani-
tarian service and working for 
peace.  

Two types of fellowships 
are offered: a Master ’s Degree 
program and a Professional 
Development Certificate program, 
Rotary said.  

“The Master’s Degree program 
aims at building the leaders of 
tomorrow while the Professional 
Development Certificate program 
aims at strengthening the leaders 
of today,” Ripperda said.

Successful fellows in the masters 
program will study at one of five 
Rotary Peace Centers in the U.S., 
England, Sweden, Australia and 
Japan, in a program that varies 
from 15 to 24 months depending 
on the university.  Up to 60 mas-
ters fellowships will be awarded 

world-wide, Rotary said.
Fellows in the Program 

Development Certificate pro-
gram will study at the Rotary 
Peace Center at Chulalongkorn 
University in Bangkok, Thailand, 
for three months, Rotary said.  Up 
to 50 of these fellowships will be 
awarded.

For further information and to 
obtain an application, interested 
persons should email rotarycen-
ters@rotary.org.  Applications 
must be submitted by July 1.


