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Halverson, along with her friend 
and neighbor, Marcia Gaddy were 
so concerned about what they were 
learning that they contacted the State 
of Illinois Attorney General’s office 
and invited Christine Feller, Internet 
Safety Specialist for the High Tech 
Crimes Bureau, to make a presen-
tation to the community on May 
13 entitled Social Media Safety – 
Information for Parents and Kids.

Halverson said, “I feel that given 
the impact of social media on our 
lives, that knowing what it is and 
how to use it safely is just as impor-
tant as teaching our children to 
look both ways when they cross the 
street.”  

Feller, an effervescent and sea-
soned speaker, works with parents, 
students and teachers assisting them 
in encouraging ongoing critical 
thinking and creating a digital cul-
ture about online social media and 
technology in the home.  

Feller began her presentation 
by directing questions to both age 
groups present by asking what 
types of technology they were using.  
Nearly all the attendees raised their 
hands at some point when asked 
about using cell phones, Facebook, 
texting or the social media apps.

“The technology that adults are 
using is the exact same technology 
that your children are using,” Feller 
said. “Technology changes the way 
we’re doing things. Technology is 
fun, but you have to think about 
how you’re using it. Start having 
conversations with your children 
about the technology they’re using. 
What criteria is your child using to 
decide whether they add a friend 
on Facebook. There’s a difference 
between knowing someone and 
knowing of someone.  It should be 
a privilege for someone to be your 
friend. It should be a privilege for 
them to follow you on Twitter.” 

Statistics provided at the presenta-
tion indicate that 31 percent of teens 
would change their online behav-
ior if they knew their parents were 
watching and 58 percent say that 
parents do not regularly ask them 
what they’re doing online.

Feller suggested to parents to 
create an account themselves and 
become a follower or friend of their 
child to monitor activity.

Feller then posed a direct question 
to the children present -- would it 
be all right with them if she could 
review their cell phone text mes-

sages right now.
There were a few volunteers that 

said they had nothing to hide. 
Feller said, “Most students tell me 

at some point, no, because it is their 
cell phone. Then I ask them whose 
phone are they using, and at what 
age do you have to be to enter into 
a legal agreement. The legal age to 
enter into a contractual agreement 
is 18 years old. That phone is your 
parent’s phone. They signed that 
contract.”

Feller then spoke succinctly to the 
adults present, “Parents, it’s your 
phone, look at it.”

Social application has rules and 
terms and conditions to join. Parents 
are encouraged to read the rules to 
learn if there is an age restriction. It's 
possible there is no age rating that 
denotes that one must be of legal age 
to commit to the terms. 

Feller explained to the children 
about the consequences of posting 
on social media, specifically that 
content uploaded or shared is never 
really deleted, it’s permanent.  

She said, “Someone owns those 
social applications and the content 
on them is owned by that person 
and is on their servers.  Think about 
what videos you will want out there 
on the Internet in five or 10 years. 

There is no privacy on-line. If you’re 
taking pictures, ask permission of 
the individual first because nothing 
is ever truly deleted.”

Halverson said she regularly 
checks who is following her teen-
ager.

“I also look at the larger circle of 
followers who is following to be 
aware of the risks to my children,” 
Halverson said. “Because of how 
social media is set-up, if someone 
is following my child’s friend, they 
have access to my child’s informa-
tion. I want to be aware of any 
risks so that I can discuss it with 
my child. Our new house rule is 
that we have to talk about any new 
social media application first and 
do research before an account is 
created. We have also limited access 
to the Internet and phone during 
homework time and at bed time. We 
immediately saw the difference.” 

Following Feller’s presentation, 
Gaddy and Halverson presented their 
research on four social media appli-
cations: Instagram, Vine, Snapchat, 
and Kik.  Their material included 
how to set up an account, set privacy 
settings and geo-tagging, blocking 
users and deleting accounts. 

After the presentation Lori 
Schumake, a parent of a senior, a 

freshman and a sixth grade stu-
dent, said she was amazed at these 
social media apps and the dangers 
involved.

“I didn’t even know about some of 
these like Kik and Vine,” Schumake 
said. “This presentation was won-
derful.  As parents, we’re naïve 
about these things. You use social 
media, like Facebook without even 
thinking because it’s a great way 
to keep in touch with friends and 
family. I really appreciate what was 
presented tonight.”  

Both presentations relayed the 
same message – to create a digital 
culture with your child. Develop 
household rules for usage with time 
limits, gain understanding of digi-
tal devices prior to access, review 
the definition of private information 
with your child, emphasize protec-
tion and use of passwords between 
friends and maintain ongoing and 
open communication with your 
child with regard to social media 
and technology.

Christine Feller recommends 
the following websites for parents 
to learn more about online safety: 
netsmartz411.org, commonsenseme-
dia.org, bewebsmart.com, ikeepsafe.
org and cyberbullying.us.  Feller can 
be reached at 217-782-9030.
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On Saturday, fisheries biologist Fred Cronin from the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources will be electro-shocking the lake 
to help determine the population of the pond.

“We’re very unsure about the type and volume of fish that are 
in the lake,” executive director of the nature preserve foundation 
Janet Burnett said.

According to Burnett, SIUE students have done research and 
had conflicting results on the lake’s population.

By finding out the type of fish that populate the lake they will 
be able to determine the overall health of the lake and make sure 
the fish that make up the lake are fish that are native to the area, 
said Burnett.

“We need to know the whole picture of what is happening in 
the water.”

People are invited to come out and observe. Once the process is 
complete Cronin will be available to answer questions. 

After learning about the fish population, visitors will have the 
opportunity to learn about the smaller organisms that live in the 
lake at the Watershed from 10 a.m. to noon Saturday at the latest 
installment of the Discovery Days, Wet and Wild.

Participants can grab a dip-net, collect samples and examine 
what they find in the lake under a microscope and hand lenses to 
learn about what lives in the water.

“It’s a very interactive activity,” said Burnett. 
Like all Discovery Days the event is free and all ages are wel-

come. Registration is only required for groups of 10 or more.
That night there’s an opportunity for those who have always 

wanted to experience the WNC at night. There will be a Moonlight 
Hike around the WNC at 8:30 p.m. Saturday. 

The hike will be led by naturalist Richard Keating  and will give 
visitors a chance to see and hear all of the animals that come out 
after dark.

“It’s a good chance to use all of your senses because during the 
day you're not as keenly listening as you will be at night,” said 
Burnett.

The Moonlight Hike is free, with registration only required for 
groups larger than 10.

Burnett encourages people to dress appropriately – long pants 
and long sleeves are suggested since the mosquitoes will be out 
and no flip-flops.

Burnett is also looking for people who want to learn about native 
trees and support the WNC to join the forestry habitat team.

“People who join will learn what our native trees are. They will 
learn about how to care for them and in the process they're going 
to be doing that under Dr. (Kurt) Schulz,” Burnett said.

Volunteers will learn about how to properly plant and care for 
trees, why the tree was chosen, how to site the tree and much 
more.

The habitat teams were formed for people who are interested in 
learning about one of the three habitats that make up the WNC 
and to expand their volunteer crew.

“I know that volunteers are happiest and most interested when 
they are doing something they are interested in,” said Burnett. 

Although they are currently only looking for volunteers for the 
forestry habitat team, people interested in either of the other two 
habitats can contact Burnett.  

For additional information about any of the events or about the 
WNC, call 692-7578.

WNC welcome center hours are: Tuesday and Thursday noon to 
4 p.m. and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The trails are open every 
day from dawn to dusk.
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Christine Feller, an Internet safety specialist from the State of Illinois Attorney General’s 
Office, speaks to children and parents at the Holiday Shores Clubhouse about the importance of 
understanding the responsibility of posting on social media and creating healthy boundaries with 
digital devices. Two statistics shared from a 2010 survey conducted include 43 percent of teens 
wish they could “unplug” from technology and 41 percent of teens describe themselves as addicted 
to their phone.

Murals take on new forms and purposes
Muralism is among the most exciting 

forms of visual arts – one that has become 
very common outside the United States 
and that is gaining popularity here. One 
of the world’s most prominent muralists is 
Gonzalo “Gonz” Jove. 

“Muralism is like an arm of the art world,” 
said Jove. “You are trying to convey a story 
line. When I am doing my paintings, I’m 
doing some of the things that are more 
abstract or something different, something 
that brings me a different kind of pleasure.” 

Born in La Paz, Bolivia, Jove obtained his 
bachelor of fine arts degree from Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. He has held 
dozens of exhibits and has been commis-
sioned to create murals all around the world. 
As an artist who paints in public areas and at 
very large scales, he faces challenges unique 
to the muralist. 

“When you are outside painting the 
mural, you are going to be painting either 
on concrete or plaster,” he explained. “And 
whenever you are painting, for example, on 
concrete, you have to add a couple of chemi-
cals into the concrete so that it can absorb the 
paint. On a mural you also have to take light 
into consideration. I can only paint until 6 or 
7 at night because otherwise it would bring 
some artificial light and usually the artificial 
light throws off your color. I prefer painting 
at a specific time. Normally I start at very 
early in the morning and between 6 or 7 
and then I would continue until 4 or 5 in the 
afternoon.” Because of the size of the murals 
he creates, Jove also has to deal with issues 
of dimensions and perspectives for the grids 
or blown up designs he first makes on paper 
as a guide for the actual mural.

 �“There is one particular mural, it is the 
largest one that we did, is 40-feet tall. We had 
to do it in pieces,” he said. “We didn’t really 
know how it looked until the end, which is 
quite a challenge.”

Needless to say, to paint a large mural takes 
a lot of time. It took him almost two months 
for one mural he did that was 24 by 9 feet, and 
that’s not counting time for design and prepa-

ration. But the efforts are worth it, Jove said, 
because for him murals are like storytellers 
that reflect a lot of the local culture.

 “They are trying to tell their story,” he 
said. In the case of Latin America, where 
murals are extremely popular, the themes 
are largely social and political. 

Because of technology, we may be seeing 
the emergence of a new type of muralism that 
does not use the conventional approaches 
either artistically or thematically, Jove said. In 
Europe, it has become very popular to project 
temporary images on buildings at night.

“In fact, they did that in Bolivia a few 

times and they did it also out in the country, 
where there is nothing and they were just 
trying to project within the background of 
the sky, which is sort of neat,” said Jove. “To 
me, that’s just something else to utilize as a 
piece of art, which is OK. You can call those 
temporary murals but I think that’s good too 

because you get the people to utilize differ-
ent media. I consider myself a very tradition-
alist painter. I like to touch in the field, the 
paint and the canvas and walls versus going 
to a computer and coming up with images, 
but if you are able to transfer your ideas that 
way I think that’s great.”

Another challenge for people doing murals 
is how to make sure that they are preserved. 
They are, of course, subjected to the outside 
elements. Is there any special preparation 
that a muralist needs to do in order to main-
tain their work through time?

“We learned that with our first mural in 
La Paz,” Jove said. “I had no idea what the 
weather was like in La Paz, and in the rainy 
season it rains every day. What we had to do 
in that matter is that we ended up putting a 
little ledge over the mural at first, and then 
since we are at almost 12,000 feet above sea 
level the sun is a lot hotter and beats up the 
paint. We came up with two different meth-
ods of putting a final coat on the mural itself. 
In the end we still had to retouch it.”

Jove is now working on a project involv-
ing SIUE. “It has to do with the College of 
Arts and Sciences, and that has historical 
value because there is so much history in 
the College,” Jove said. “When you divide 
up the subject matter, you are talking about 
many different subjects that range all the 
way from economics to history and biology, 
so you have to do research in all the subjects 
for you to get a bit of a grasp about what the 
subject matter is and then you start putting 
your heart and soul into it.”  

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard 
every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 
FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_Sciences@
siue.edu.
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Jove at work on a mural.

Twilight Thursdays returning to Hartford's Confluence Tower
For the Intelligencer

The Lewis and Clark Confluence Tower, locat-
ed at 435 Confluence Tower Dr., in Hartford, 
announced its summer dates sunset viewing. 
Twilight Thursdays will run starting in June and 
will continue through September. The dates for June 
will be Thursday, June 6 and June 20 from 7 p.m. to 
9 p.m. Bring your cameras to watch the remarkable 
sunset from the tower ’s three platforms.

Twilight Thursdays will allow visitors to view 

the memorable summer sunsets over the conflu-
ence. Admission is  $5, which includes a tour of 
the Tower. Bring family, friends, a special someone 
or just enjoy the view alone to wind down from a 
stressful day. Visitors are more than welcome to 
stay until nightfall. Keep an eye out on the time of 
sunset to plan your trip accordingly.

This season the Tower has synced the sunset days 
with the lunar cycle. Every new and full moon, 
expect to  see the Tower open for viewing.

“I have never seen a better sunset. This is the 
perfect place to watch the sun go down after a long 

day,” says Don Russell, longtime volunteer at the 
Tower. “You can see the sun set and the moon rise, 
all at once. Bring your camera because it’s beauti-
ful.”

Twilight Thursdays will be on every first and 
third Thursday of the month from now through 
September. Times  of the event will be set to match 
the sunset.

The Tower is open every day for summer. The 
hours are Monday through Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. Guided daily 
tours are available throughout the day. Admission 

to the Tower is $4 for adults, $2 for children 12 
and under and children two and under are free. 
Group rates are available for 12 or more people 
and reservations can be made by calling the Alton 
Regional Convention and Visitors Bureau at (618) 
465-6676.

The Tower is searching for dedicated volun-
teers to help out during the busy summer and 
fall months. For more information about volun-
teering, “Twilight Thursdays” or other planned 
Tower events, call (618) 251-9101 or visit www.
ConfluenceTower.com.


