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Weissinger studies impact of black churches
The historical association between the 

black church and the civil rights move-
ment of the 1950s and 1960s has long 

unaware that these churches continue 
to play other important roles in society 
today.

“Folks outside the black community 
may not be aware of just how deeply 
this institution plays in the lives of 
individuals,” said Sandra Weissinger, 
an assistant professor in the depart-
ment of sociology and criminal jus-
tice at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. “I’m also wondering if 
folks within black communities, even 
members of these churches, really have 
a good understanding of the historical 
context in which activism came from 
these institutions.” 

Born in East Orange, N.J., Weissinger 
obtained her bachelor ’s, master ’s and 
doctorate degrees in sociology from 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. 

She said that she became interested 
in sociology while a very young woman 
after seeing seniors having to work 
very hard long after retirement age. 
She became intrigued by this and other 
sociological phenomena.  

�Weissinger recently published 
a book titled “A Sociology of Black 
Clergy in the State of Illinois,” based 
on her research of predominately black 
churches throughout the state. In her 
study she found that these churches 
still have great power when it comes to 
social change. 

“For this book, I went to three dif-
ferent areas of Illinois that were rather 
different,” she said. “One church that 
I really admired had a group of folks 
who were working in the heart of one of 
the most impoverished and dangerous 
neighborhoods, and these folks still car-
ried that legacy of activism forward.” 

She, however, also found many of the 
churches actually promoting inequal-
ity in other social arenas, particularly 
those involving gender. She recalled 
one pastor whose sermons oftentimes 
talked about the proper – subordinate 
– role of women.

“Congregations are mostly made out 
of women,” she said. “It was interesting 
to me that nobody would shout out at 

that!’” Another issue she brings up in 
her book is that some of these churches 
foment a form of elitism. In one town 
she visited there were about 20 church-
es in a neighborhood where coal tar had 
leaked from underground containers 
and had made many people sick.

 “When I talk about elitism, I’m say-
ing that even though the church was in 
the middle of a predominantly black 
community that really could have used 
the help, and even with their connec-
tions with politicians, they decided that 
they were not going to speak about their 
societal problems,” she said. “They did 
not see it as their concern. That was 
shocking to me. The idea the pastor 
passed on to the congregation was that 
they needed to work harder, to look 
for other jobs and that their poverty 
was their fault. That’s what I’m talking 
about when I speak about elitism.” 

Another major role played by black 
churches is in disseminating informa-
tion. Weissinger found different styles 
of communication among the different 
pastors. 

“If the pastor was traditionalist, he 
would just talk about their souls and 
about the Bible,” she said. “But if 
he was more militant, he would take 

on this role of spreading information, 
whether about voter registration or a 
toy drive for kids in the community. 
Whatever they disseminated had much 
to do with their own political standing.” 
She also found that congregations were 
drawn to particular churches based on 
socioeconomic factors. 

“If there was a new middle class 
group that came up from being working 
class, they would be drawn to certain 
pastors,” she said. “The poor blacks 
were drawn to others. But did we see 
integration? No, not so much.” 

One wonders how her students, who 
are of many races, react when learning 
these facts.

“They are tickled. I actually had a 
student the other day say to me, ‘I don’t 

enjoy this class and half the time I can’t 
stand it because it makes me angry.’ 
Now, it’s not that I make them angry, 
but it’s the subject matter that makes 
them angry. Just like in this book, I 
don’t make anything sweet or roman-
ticize it,” Weissinger said about her 
classes. “I show them all of the dirt and 
sometimes that’s confusing. So, when 
I get up and I lecture I do get lots of 
questions. They are interested but there 
are no clear-cut answers.”

Weissinger is now moving into study-
ing the role that historically black colleges 
and universities play in African-American 
communities. “I would think that the 
second major institution, apart from the 
church, that  plays a major role in these 
communities are these colleges.”

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. His 
show, “Segue,” can be heard every Sunday 
morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He 
can be reached at College_Arts_Sciences@
siue.edu.
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Dr. Sandra Weissinger holding her latest book.

Splat!
Woodland Elementary School students in Mrs. Hertz's class inspect the damage to tomatoes dropped from a ladder 55 feet 
above the ground. The class has been studying a unit on "wings and rockets," and the tomato drop was an experiment the 
class got to take outdoors.
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years. The second time he ran he was 
unopposed and in November of 1993, 
following the decision of then mayor 
Dennis DeToye that he would not 
be seeking re-election, Niebur began 
thinking about running for mayor.

the city council I was very content to 
do that. I wasn’t sitting back think-
ing if mayor DeToye doesn’t run, 
would I run. There was no precon-
ceived notion that running for mayor 
was the next step. It was only after 
the opportunity became open, when 
mayor DeToye decided not to run, is 
when I really started thinking about 
it,” said Niebur.

While running for mayor, Niebur sat 
down and wrote down his thoughts 
about issues that would  impact the 
community at the time and in the 
future. They included: traffic and 
transportation, parks and recreation, 
government response to the people, a 
cleaner city, municipal finances, inter-
action with business, communication 
and consultation, central business 
district, N.O. Nelson/Wagner site, 
annexation and growth, economic 
development – extension of utilities, 
city administrator, public safety/city 
hall space needs, street maintenance 
and improvements – residential areas 
and improvements of water distribu-
tion system and future water plant 
improvements.

“It was like it used to be in elec-
tions. It was two people who stood up 
and said, ‘I want to offer my services.’ 
It was a good positive campaign and I 
was fortunate to win,” said Niebur.

Making the transition from alder-

man to mayor was a relatively simple 
because of Niebur always looking at 
the city as a whole and because of 
the assistance of the city staff and city 
council.

As his first term drew to an end, it 
wasn’t a forgone conclusion that he 
would run again. Getting re-elected 
was never a major concern until it 
was the appropriate time – usually 
September or October – before the 
April election.

"My job was not to worry about 
being re-elected, but to serve the 
people," said Niebur.

After his first election, he was re-
elected four more times, three  run-
ning unopposed. But the goal was 
always to make the city a better 
place.

This was not a singular effort but 
a cooperative effort between himself 
and the city officials. 

“I think this city has been very 
fortunate over the years, that those 
who have sought public office have 
done it for what they believe would 
be the betterment of the community 
and that really held true the first time 
I took office as an alderman,” said 
Niebur.  

Now that his term is over there 
are no immediate plans other than 
spending more time with family and 
focusing on his job at the YMCA, 
where he is executive director.

Although his role within the com-
munity will be changing, he is thank-
ful for the opportunity that he had 
to serve the citizens and plans on 
taking on a new role as  an active 
resident of the community.

“My heartfelt thanks for allowing 
me the great opportunity to serve as 
mayor. To thank them for their many 
acts of kindness personally, and more 
importantly, the many contributions 
they have given to this community,” 
said Niebur.
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William Beltz was taken to 
Gateway Regional Medical Center 
in Granite City where he was pro-
nounced dead at 11:19 a.m., accord-
ing to Madison County Coroner 
Steve Nonn. 

After the accident, Mary Beltz 
returned to El Paso County, Colo., 
and last fall she was named the 
executor of her husband’s estate. 

On May 3, Alton attorney Mike 
Stewart filed a wrongful death 
lawsuit on her behalf. It names 
as defendants Madison County 
Transit District, which owns the 
Schoolhouse Trail and other trails in 

the Edwardsville area; The Agency 
for Community Transit Board, 
which actually employs members 
of the MCTD; and Oates Associates, 
which designed the Schoolhouse 
Trail. 

Among other allegations, the suit 
claims that the MCTD failed to:

warn bicyclists of “the hazardous 
nature” of the intersection of Route 

using the eastbound portion of 
Schoolhouse Trail as it approaches 
the intersection;

-
pass to cross the intersection.

The suit is seeking in excess of 
$50,000 on each of eight counts of 
alleged negligence.
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“like” button.

will all the contestants, look 
to the right and you will see  

FITNESS AND NUTRITION. 
Scroll down and the St. John’s 
Mission Garden is about four 

rows down in the contestants.

the St. John’s picture.

silly word. Fill in the word. On 
future days, you will be allowed to 
go directly to the voting page.

Voters can also pick up mail-
in ballots at St. John’s United 
Methodist Church. Ballots should 
be postmarked by May 19, so they 
need to be pre-dated and mailed in 
ahead of time. Ideally, they should 
be mailed on or around May 16 
or 17, to ensure that they reach 
Monsanto by May 19.
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All of this transpires as the women are also 
the subjects of a documentary which is being 
made by a woman filmmaker as they work to 
prepare the plane.

Conceived and directed by Steven Pearson, 
professor of acting and directing at University 

professor of acting at the university, “Flight” is 
performed by Pacific Performance Project (P3) 

east due to the wealth of training and knowl-
edge they gained from renowned Japanese the-
atre director Tadashi Suzuki. The duo began 
working with Suzuki in 1982 and studied his 

techniques for 12 years. With Suzuki’s encour-

techniques in the U.S. with the establishment of 
P3/east.

P3/east has since presented numerous pro-
ductions that employ a fusion of the core of 
Suzuki training, modern dance, slow tempo, 
circus technique, silent narrative and a con-
temporary take on Stanislavski’s system of act-
ing. Past performances from P3/east include 
“Opium,” “Prix Fixe,” “Myra’s War,” and “Mizu 
No Eki (The Water Station),” which the com-
pany took to New York. “Flight” is P3/east’s 
latest endeavor.

“Flight” uses a contemporary, integrated 
artistic approach to treat the first decades of the 
20th century, linking the present with the past to 
reveal the core relationships of art and society.  
The production revolves around the onstage 
assembly of an actual three-quarter sized Bleriot 
XI monoplane.  In addition, the performance 

includes new choreography, a complex sound 
and music score, and filmmaking. 

P3/east’s performance of “Flight,” which 
is sponsored by the Cassens Companies, also 
opens the fourth annual SIUE Xfest.  Xfest was 
developed by the SIUE Department of Theatre 
and Dance in 2009 to introduce alternative the-
atre productions to the campus and the commu-
nity and to grow as a hub for artists to discuss 
and create fresh, unique work.  

Visit http://www.siue.edu/Xfest/perfor-
mances.shtml for the Xfest weeklong schedule 
of performances.  

Tickets for “Flight” may be purchased at 

Information Booth at the Morris University 
Center, by calling 618-650-5774 or online at 
artsandissues.com.  SIUE staff, retirees, alumni, 
students and seniors over 65 are offered dis-
counts on tickets.   If you have any questions, 
contact the Arts & Issues office at 650-5194.

NIEBUR

CYCLIST

GARDEN

SIUE

Globetrotters plan area summer clinics
For the Intelligencer

Back in St. Louis by popular 

Globetrotters will bring their 
renowned Summer Skills Clinics to 

Louis area from June 24-29, 2013.
 During their six days in St. Louis, 

Globetrotters’ stars will lead a total 
of 18 two-hour clinics at the follow-

Sport
1095 Regency Parkway, St. 

Charles, MO 63303
June 24-26: 9:00-11:00 a.m., 12:30-

2:30 p.m. and 3:30-5:30 p.m.

215 Arnold Crossing, Arnold MO 
63010

June 27-29: 9:00-11:00 a.m., 12:30-
2:30 p.m. and 3:30-5:30 p.m.

 Globetrotters will be on-court for 
each two-hour session – coaching, 
motivating, inspiring and enter-
taining participating kids. The stars 
of the team make clinics inclusive 
and fun for boys and girls, ages 
6-12, of all skill and experience lev-

Skills Clinics were introduced last 
summer in St. Louis with rave 
reviews from parents and kids.

Space in each clinic is limited 
to ensure an up-close-and-personal 

experience.  Registration is $59 per 
session. 

Parents can find more informa-
tion and purchase clinic spots at 
www.harlemglobetrotters.com/
clinics. 

Greyhound Lines, Spalding, and 

Globetrotters are celebrating their 
87th consecutive year, continuing a 
world famous tradition of ball han-
dling wizardry, basketball artistry, 
and one-of-a-kind family entertain-
ment that continues to thrill fans of 
all ages. Throughout their history, 
the Globetrotters have showcased 

their iconic talents in 121 countries 
and territories on six continents, 
often breaking down cultural and 
societal barriers while providing 
fans with their first-ever basketball 
experience. Proud inductees of the 

of Fame, the Globetrotters have 
entertained hundreds of millions 
of fans—among them popes, kings, 
queens, and presidents—over more 
than eight thrilling decades. For the 
latest news and information about 

purchase tickets and team mer-
chandise, visit the Globetrotters’ 
official Web site: www.harlemglo-
betrotters.com.
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