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Hildebrandt teaches lessons about tornadoes
Tornadoes are a sad reality. Every year 

hundreds of people die – and billions of dol-
lars in damage result. Yet, it seems that there 
is little we can do to prevent their effects.  
Someone who studies them and who teaches 
about these and other meteorological catas-
trophes is Mark Hildebrandt, an associate 
professor in the department of geography at 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville.

Hildebrandt was born in Ravenna, Ohio. 
He obtained his bachelor’s and master’s 
degree from Kent State University and his 
doctorate in geography from Arizona State 
University. Hildebrandt became interested 
in tornadoes and other meteorological phe-
nomena when he was a kid.

 “I heard about a tornado that took place 
in 1974 that destroyed a town called Xenia 
in Ohio,” Hildebrandt said. “A book was 
found in my grandfather’s farm about 150 
miles away and he knew where it came from 
because it had the seals of a school library 
from that town. Since then I have been fasci-
nated about these phenomena.”

Many Internet videos and television pro-
grams deal with storm chasing, but the 
chasers are sometimes depicted as more 
adventurers than scientists. According to 
Hildebrandt, science is always at the fore-
front in the minds of real storm chasers.

“It is more scientific than anything else,” 
he said. “What they do is to collect data 
in understanding what causes tornadoes, 
severe weather and the like.” 

Storm chasers also do assessment about 
the damage these phenomena inflict and try 
to educate people about what to do when 
these natural occurrences strike.

During the interview for this article we 
were walking through one of the most devas-
tated areas of Joplin, Mo., which was struck 
on May 22, 2011 by one of the most violent 
tornadoes in United States history. The shear 
power of the winds created by tornadoes 
make them, according to Hildebrandt, one of 
the earth’s most violent weather events. 

“The intensity of the winds can exceed 
200 miles per hour in a very defined area,” 
he explained. “Typically hurricanes do not 
even approach that,” he said, pointing to the 

foundations of homes where neighborhoods 
used to be. 

Meteorologists like Hildebrandt use a scale 
to measure tornadoes called the Enhanced 
Fujita (EF) that combines information about 
wind speed and damage. In the case of 
Joplin, the storm reached EF5 – the strongest 
intensity measurable. In such winds, most 
man-made structures have little chance of 
surviving.

“Mobile homes can be easily destroyed 
by winds of up to 60 miles per hour,” 
Hildebrandt said. “Imagine 200 miles per 
hour.” And when it comes to what people 
should do to protect themselves, he has one 
major suggestion: Do not attempt to ride 
out the storm in a car. “Don’t even try it,” 
he said. “It will not give you any protection. 
People should get into a secure shelter.” 

Tornadoes, contrary to the common 

notion that they always hit flat land, can 
actually occur in any landscape, including 
mountains and even on the water. People 
should never consider themselves safe just 
because of where they live, Hildebrandt 
said, adding,  “If you don’t have a basement, 
build a storm cellar.” 

In the last few years, early warning sys-
tems have improved, which is why more peo-
ple are surviving the storms. “Unfortunately 

still some people do not take the sirens of the 
warning system seriously,” said Hildebrandt. 
“Most of the responsibility falls upon them.” 
Many deaths could be prevented if people 
paid more attention and took better pre-
paredness measures. While sirens did sound 
in Joplin, another complication made it even 
more deadly: The tornado had more than 
one vortex, meaning that several spots were 
being hit at the same time.

Tornadoes are produced by a complex 
set of conditions – air temperature, moisture, 
winds – that when all come together under 
certain circumstances create “the perfect 
storm,” especially during spring. As gyrat-
ing air masses form below the cloud base, 
they begin to take in cool, moist air from the 
lower region of the storm. This convergence 
of warm air from the updraft and this cool 
air causes a rotating wall cloud to form. And 
there is nothing we can do to stop them.

 “Just be prepared, said Hildebrandt, who 
explained that the Saint Louis area is very 
prone to this phenomenon and has witnessed 
some of the worst tornadoes in history. 

The United States has a “Tornado Alley” 
(roughly between the Rockies and the 
Appalachian Mountains) where a lot of the 
conditions that come into play in the forma-
tion of tornadoes occur more frequently. The 
increased number and violence of tornadoes 
that we see today in this area is being linked 
by some scientists to climate change. 

“We don’t understand everything about 
tornadoes,” said Hildebrandt. “There is 
much to be learned. Maybe in the future we 
will be able to alert people about a tornado 
with as much as a 20-minute warning.”

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard 
every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 
88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.
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Dr. Mark Hildebrandt, at right, being interviewed for this article in Joplin, Mo., on the eve of the first anniversary of the 
2011 tornado that struck that city.
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For you guys and gals who like to 
shake it up on the dance floor - 50’s 
style, the 2012 Edwardsville Route 
66 Festival will kick off this year for 
the first time with a Sock Hop event.  
Promising great music, food, drinks 
and fun, the sock hop will be held 
on June 7, 2012 at 7 p.m. at Crystal 
Garden Banquet & Event Center, 
located at 1230 University Drive in 
Edwardsville.  Prizes will be awarded 
to the “best costume” at the sock hop 
so attendees are encouraged to be cre-
ative in their attire and 50’s attitude. 

 “The 2012 Route 66 Festival 
comes with great anticipation this 
year,” says Katie Grable, of the City 
of Edwardsville’s Parks & Recreation 
Department.  “We have a tremen-
dous effort underway by our vol-
unteer committee members to add 
new activities like the sock hop to the 
festival agenda.  We encourage those 
interested in attending to purchase 
tickets and join us for a great night of 
American nostalgia.” 

Tickets for the sock hop are $10 
and available by calling Edwardsville 
Parks & Recreation at (618) 692-
7538 or for pick up at the follow-
ing locations:  Scott Credit Union 
on Highway 157 in Edwardsville, 
First Clover Leaf Bank’s Goshen 
and St. Louis Street locations, The 
Edwardsville Library, Edwardsville 
City Hall, Edwardsville/Glen Carbon 
Chamber of Commerce office, Crystal 
Garden Banquet & Event Center and 
Reliance Bank. 

The festival will begin at 5 p.m. 
on Friday, June 8 in City Park with 
food, beverages, art vendors, historic 
tents and the children’s area open for 
boundless fun. Live music on Friday 
night will be provided by the popular 
bands Facts O’Life at 6:30 p.m. and 
SH-BOOM at 9 p.m. 

Saturday will be a full day of activi-
ties to include the same features as 
Friday night but also a 10k run, trol-
ley tours, talent show, car show at 
Lincoln Middle School parking lot and 
the classic car cruise.  Live music on 
Saturday will be provided by Love 
Me, Leave Me at 2:30 p.m., Mellow D’s 
at 4 p.m. Non Stop Rock at 6:30 p.m. 
and headliner Dr. Zhivegas at 9 p.m.

Applications are currently being 
accepted for the annual Washers 
Tournament and for both the clas-
sic car cruise and classic car show.  
Applications are available at www.
EdwardsvilleRoute66.com.

Sponsors of the 2012 events include 
Mother Road sponsors, Phillips 66 
and Cork Tree Creative. 

Grable adds, “We are so incred-
ibly grateful to our 2012 sponsors. 
The business community has really 
stepped up to the plate this year so 
we are thrilled with the outpouring of 
support from our many sponsors.”

Other sponsors include Hot Rod 
Sponsors:  TheBANK of Edwardsville, 
Scott Credit Union, First Clover Leaf 
Bank, Edwardsville Intelligencer, 

Gori Julian & Associates, P.C., 
Madison Mutual Insurance Company, 
Edwardsville Rotary Club, Crystal 
Garden Banquet and Event Center 
and Cassens Transport Company.  
Roadster Sponsors include:  MoJo’s 
Music, Allied Waste, Alvareita’s 
College of Cosmetology, The Tourism 
Bureau ILLINOISouth, Goshen Coffee 
Company, Caulk’s Collision Center, 
Traveling Tails Inn and BJ’s Printables.  
This years Fastback sponsors include: 
JF Electric, Patriot Sunrooms East, 
LLC, Anderson Hospital, edglen-
families.org, Abstracts & Titles and 
RP Lumber/Prudential One Realty 
Center.   Reliance Bank and Hortica 
are Festival Enthusiasts.

For more information about the fes-
tival, visit www.EdwardsvilleRoute66.
com or follow the event on Facebook 
at Edwardsville Route 66 Festival. 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 2012
Edwardsville Route 66 Festival

7 p.m. –   Sock Hop at Crystal 
Gardens Banquet Center

5 p.m. –  Festival opens
Food, beverage and art vendors 

ready to sell
Historic tents and displays open
Children’s area open
6:30 p.m. – Facts O’Life takes the 

stage
8 p.m. –  Children’s area & art ven-

dors begin to close at dark
9 - 11:30 p.m. –  SH-BOOM takes 

the stage
Midnight. –  Festival closes

8 a.m. – 10K Run
10 a.m. –  Post race awards cer-

emony
10 a.m. –  Food, beverage and art 

vendors open
Children’s area opens
Historic tents and displays open
11 a.m. –  Trolley tours start (on the 

hour)
Noon - 3p.m. – Face painting clown 

and balloon artist
12:30 p.m – Showcase of Local 

Talent
12:30 p.m. – Mother Road Washers 

Tournament
2:30 p.m. – Love Me, Leave Me 

takes the stage
4 p.m. – The Mellow D’s take the 

stage
 Last trolley tour goes out
3 p.m. –  Cars begin assembling at 

Lincoln Middle School Parking Lot
4 p.m.—  Car Show at Lincoln 

Middle School Parking Lot
6:30p.m. –  Non-Stop Rock takes 

the stage
Car Cruise begins (will pass park 

on Vandalia & Buchanan)
8 p.m. –  Children’s area and art 

vendors close at dark
9 p.m.- 11:30 p.m. –    Dr. Zhivegas 

takes the stage
Midnight. –  Festival closes

Sock Hop begins 
Route 66 Festival

Edwardsville

Prize property
The historic Bohm Building at the intersection of Vandalia and Main streets in downtown Edwardsville was honored recently by 
the Goshen Preservation Alliance. Other buildings honored by the G.P.A. at its annual ceremony on May 23 are in Alhambra, 
Highland, Troy and Staunton. The Bohm Building recently marked its 100th anniversary. It is owned by Gloria and Andrew 
Schlueter.
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He was weighing the pros and 
cons of medical school when his 
sister, who also was a University 
High valedictorian and is a student 
at Butler University, suggested he 
look into the school’s physician assis-
tant program.

“I looked into it more, and I was 
like, 'Wow, this looks pretty awe-
some,'” Keirn said.  

He attended some school visits 
during Butler’s physician assistant 
program preview days and decided 
that this was something he probably 
wanted to do.  “I have a good family 
friend who is an administrator at St. 
Elizabeth’s Hospital in Belleville.  He 
set me up to shadow a couple of phy-
sician assistants there,” Keirn said.  
“I spent the whole day there during 
this past summer.  I had a great time 
and I asked to go back again the next 
day.  The next day I went and stayed 
at the clinic.  I really enjoyed that.  
So that’s what pushed me towards 
being a physician’s assistant.”

In addition to being an outstand-
ing student, Keirn also ran cross 
country and played both basketball 
and baseball for all four years. He 
served as president of student coun-
cil and also secretary/treasurer of 
National Honor Society (NHS).  

He pointed out that sports were a 
big part of his life.  “I had to try and 

find a balance between studying and 
practicing sports,” Keirn noted.

Although basketball and baseball 
are sports he loves most, his most 
memorable Lutheran High moment 
involves being on the cross country 
team.  He said he began running 
cross country because his sister did.  
“I wasn’t very good when I started 
out my freshman year,” Keirn noted.  
“I was on jayvee, last runner on 
the team, not very great.  But then 
sophomore year, I got a little better, 
but I ended up breaking my ankle 
so I couldn’t finish the year in cross 
country.”

Keirn’s junior year began and he 
and a senior student were named 
captains of the cross country team.  
“I wasn’t sure how well I was going 
to run and how could I be a leader 
with not being one of the best people 
– one of the varsity people on the 
team,” he said.

But Keirn said he “worked hard 
and started running great” and was 
fifth on the team.  The team went on 
to win regional by two points and 
then on to state.  

His senior year the goal was to 
qualify for state again which they 
did.  This year he was running third 
on the team.  “It’s one of those things 
where, it wasn’t like I loved cross 
country.  I still love basketball and 
baseball more.  It was weird to be 
better at cross country because of my 
work ethic.  I had to work harder for 
schooling and studying and it trans-
lated to working hard with cross 
country,” Keirn said.  “It’s meeting 

your goal the whole year – you’ve 
been training the whole summer and 
season over 500 miles.  That’s what 
you prepare for – running at state.  

At state this year Keirn ran his best 
time ever.   “I ran the best I could 
do, and it felt great,” he said.  “Even 
though we didn’t place that high at 
state, it was a great feeling to the end 
of my career. It was like finishing 
at my best.  It’s a different feeling 
from losing in the regional champi-
onship in basketball and how much 
that stunk to winning cross country 
and making it to state.  That’s prob-
ably the one thing I’ll remember the 
most.”

Babcock and Langendorf tied 
for Lutheran High’s Salutatorians 
with a GPA of 4.47.  Babcock is the 
son of Mike and Carol Babcock of 
Bethalto and Langendorf is the son 
of Steve and Vicki Langendorf of 
Edwardsville.

Babcock will be attending Liberty 
University in Virginia majoring in 
business management.  

In addition to his scholarly acco-
lades, Babcock also played soccer 
for four years, tennis for three years 
and basketball for one. In addition, 
he pointed out that he “dabbled in 
summer baseball.”

He is a member of the NHS, 
Students Against Destructive 
Decisions (SADD) and was a huddle 
leader for Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes (FCA).

His memorable moment at 
Lutheran High was winning the soc-
cer regionals twice.  “Both champion-

ship games were against Marquette 
which is like our rival so it was a fun 
time,” Babcock said.

Langendorf will be attending 
Missouri University of Science and 
Technology and studying engineer-
ing/undecided.  

Langendorf played soccer for three 
years, bowling for four years, base-
ball for four years, and bass fishing 
for three years.  He also served on 
student council for three years and 
was vice president his senior year.  In 
addition, he’s a member of the NHS, 
SADD and FCA.

Langendorf said that his memo-
rable moment at Lutheran High was 
“having my older brother as my 
bowling coach my senior year.”

He added that he’ll miss his friends 
most and offered advice for incom-
ing freshman. “Get involved.  Go 
to all the games and stay involved 
because that’s why high school is 
most fun,” Langendorf said.

Babcock said that he’ll miss his 
friends too.  “But I’ll also miss a lot of 
the teacher-student relationships that 
you make here and since it’s such a 
small school, you get to know them 
really well. And you have them for 
more than just one year.  You have 
them two three or four years – just 
depending on who it is.”

Babcock offered his advice for 
incoming freshman saying, “Stay 
true to yourself. You’re not going to 
make the right friends if you don’t 
act like who you actually are, and 
you’re not going to enjoy everything 
the same way.”

LHS


