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Professor finds history in our own backyards
Archaeology is about studying the past, 

but it can also teach us lessons that help us 
become wiser users of today’s resources.

One researcher trying to learn from those 
lessons is Julie Holt, chair of the depart-
ment of anthropology at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville. 

Born in Barnhart, Mo., about a half-hour 
south of St. Louis, she received her bachelor’s 
degree in anthropology from Washington 
University in St. Louis, and two master’s 
degrees and a doctorate in anthropology 
from New York University. 

She is well known for her hands-on 
approach to teaching.

“We believe that you learn best by doing, 
so our students don’t just read about anthro-
pology, they actually do anthropology,” Holt 
said. “For our archaeology students, that 
means eight 40-hour weeks out in the hot 
Illinois summertime, excavating on a real 
archaeology site, and they have a good time 
and they learn while they are doing it.”

Students in this year’s field school find 
added values to these experiences.

One of them, Kate Jamrock, an anthropol-
ogy major, said she had no idea that field 
school was going to be such hard work.

“It is a lot of work and very tedious and 
teaches me a lot of patience,” Jamrock said. 
“So there are values learned here.”

Jamrock said she plans to become a foren-
sic pathologist.

Holt specializes in studying animal 
remains associated with archaeological sites. 
“The most obvious thing we can learn is 
about the diet of the people and also the 
environment, because the animals they were 
hunting, fishing, and eating are dependent 
upon the environment around them,” said 

Holt. “So diet and environment are the most 
important things, but it also tells us about 
their religious attitudes toward the animals 
— how they hold animals in certain sym-
bolic importance. For example, why don’t 
they eat opossums? Opossums are available, 
but they don’t eat them because they are 
taboo. The same can be said of eagles and 
other birds.”

Holt teaches a course on Illinois prehistory 
and finds river areas especially telling about 
past civilizations in the region. “What is 
really exciting about Illinois is that we have 
the Mississippi River just a couple miles 
west of us and then up to the north, not 
very far around Alton, is where the Illinois 
River comes in,” Holt said. “The Illinois 
River valley and the American Bottom, as 
the Mississippi River valley is called, are 
really hotbeds of Illinois pre-history. So we 
are really lucky here at SIUE to be right, basi-
cally, where those two river valleys meet.”

Unlike what is depicted in movies, archae-
ological digs are very methodical and geo-
metrical. “The main reason archaeologists 
dig in squares is because we map in squares, 
so it is much easier to map if we are digging 
in a square,” Holt said.

“That is why we have square holes — so 
we can grid it and map it. We screen the dirt 
we excavate to get the artifacts out of it and 
see what is in it because it does still tell us 
something about the past activities here,” 
she said.

The archaeology field school provides stu-

dents not only with learning and fun, but 
also important training for careers. And 
careers in archeology can emerge from unex-
pected sources. For example, every time a 
bridge or road is built, the need for archae-
ologists grows.

“Federal law dictates that if federal fund-

ing is being used for those roads and bridg-
es, archaeology is going to be done because 
federal law protects the cultural resources,” 
said Holt.

Often when people think of archaeology 
in the Americas, they think of the Aztecs, 
Incas and Mayans, but there is a lot of his-

tory and pre-history right here in southern 
Illinois that the general public doesn’t know 
much about.

“Yeah, absolutely, it is all buried right here 
in our backyards,” said Holt. “And I know 
when I was 18 and started studying archae-
ology, I thought, ‘Why are people going 
to Egypt to do archaeology when we have 
archaeology here?’ 

"I grew up in this area and it means a lot to 
me to be in the area where I do my research, 
to live here, to know it, to breathe it, to look 
around and see," she said.

"I am interested in the human relationship 
with animals and plants and the environ-
ment through time, and to actually live here 
and look around and see it. I wish everybody 
could see it the way I do.”

A big question that surrounds ancient 
civilizations is why they disappeared. Why 
did the civilizations in this area vanish? Holt 
has answers.

“If you look at most areas of the past, a 
village can be in a spot for a hundred years 
or a thousand years and ultimately they all 
disappear,” said Holt. “So I think, ultimately, 
there comes the day when every society 
outstrips its resources. And they use up the 
environmental resources around them and it 
is time to move on and so, whether we are 
talking about a little village or a big city like 
Cahokia, I think that is pretty much the story 
in most cases.”

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard 
every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 
88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.
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Julie Holt, chair of anthropology at SIUE, works at her desk. 

Rachael Wilbur/Intelligencer

Cindy's llama
Ethan Sharp (at left) along with Owen Lunsford (middle) and Issiah Wiest (at right) enjoy 
petting a llama at Market Basket on Saturday as a traveling petting zoo was set up in front 
of the store. Children were able to enjoy other animals including a camel, goats, chickens, 
rabbits, and even pony rides as Cindy's Zoo provided the entertainment all afternoon.
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For the same reason, all mirrors 
and reflective surfaces were covered 
with whatever was at hand once 
death occurred.

The piano was also covered, 
because no music would be heard 
in the house during the mourning 
period.

In the childrens' room, all the 
toys were put away. Children were 
expected to adopt a somber attitude 
and put play and merriment aside, 
he said. 

Visitors will see examples of the 
mourning handkerchiefs, white bor-
dered with black, and gloves that 
were given as gifts to mourners. 

Also on display are examples of 

mourning jewelry, some with orna-
mental hair.

Stephenson's body was displayed 
in its coffin, for which the widow 
paid $10. It was probably taken to 
Lusk Cemetery, 535 Randle St., in a 
wagon rather than carried by mourn-
ers, due to the distance.

Probate records show that 
Stephenson's grave was lined with 
brick, an unusual practice in that 
time and place, and a picket fence 
was built around it.

Stephenson's gravesite has been 
lost, although the Daughters of the 
American Revolution have placed a 
marker in his memory.

Most of the remains in Lusk 
Cemetery were removed to 
Woodlawn Cemetery, Denny said.
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Mayor Larry Gulledge said he was 
"pretty sure" the signs Bell had in 
mind were one sided.

With that in mind, the board 
approved a motion to purchase the 
signs in an amount not to exceed 
$1,600.

Long-time Park and Recreation 
Committee member Angel Merz sub-
mitted a letter of resignation, which 
the board approved. Gwynn Adams 
was appointed to fill a previously 
existing vacancy on that committee.

In addition, Brenda Krisler was 
appointed to the Community 
Improvement Board.

Gulledge said there are still 
two openings on the Park and 
Recreation Committee and one on the 
Community Improvement Board.

Anyone who is interested in volun-
teering for one of those bodies should 
contact him at 345-7028.
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“People need to realize that this 
is the time of year that a lot of agri-
cultural equipment is on the roads, 
especially the township and country 
roads,” he said. “A farmer is not 
trying to cause a problem, he’s just 
trying to harvest his crops and get 
his machinery over to another field, 
or back home.”

Henke says that when he had to 
get out on the roads with his farm 
equipment, he tried not to hog the 
road.

“If I saw a place where I could pull 
over, I would pull off the road and 
let them go,” he said. “I would be 
as courteous as I could. And drivers 
were almost always courteous.”

For half a century, Larry Shanafelt 
has farmed in Marion County, a rural 
area east of Edwardsville.

On the country roads there, traffic 
is sparse and problems with slow-
moving farm vehicles are rare, he 
said.

 Still, when a tractor or combine 
is “doing 20 and somebody comes 
up on them doing 80, there are prob-
lems,” he said. 

Today, Shanafelt is a postal carrier 
and he helps his wife run a floral 
shop. When he did farm, Shanafelt 
says he tried to finish his work and 

get out of the fields before sunset so 
that he wouldn’t have to drive back 
in the dark.

State police offered some harvest 
season safety information and tips:

-
els at speeds of 25 mph or less is 
required to have a slow moving 
vehicle emblem — a bright orange 
triangle — mounted on the rear of 
the vehicle.

behind farm implements, the opera-
tor should pull over in a safe place 
and allow traffic to pass.

farm equipment on the roads at sun-
rise and sunset when visibility is 
limited.

farm equipment unless it is legal and 
safe to do so, even if the farm equip-
ment driver waves you around.

equipment, remember that most do 
not have turn signals.

-
ment on the roadway, slow down. 
Even vehicles approaching from the 
other direction should slow down as 
large equipment may extend into the 
other lane.

safe following distance, do not drive 
distracted and be patient.

Continued from Page 1

 “As a freshman legislator, I was 
pleased with the improvements I 
have been able to make in our state 
government. However, there is more 
unfinished business to take care for 
the taxpayers in Illinois. 

"Lower taxes and job growth 
remain a top priority for me. I will 
continue to support a repeal of the 
67 percent income tax hike and I 
will continue to offer solutions to 
help attract and keep jobs in Illinois 
such as real workers’ compensation 
reform and legal reform.”

Kay, who has often spoken highly 
of Democratic state Sen. Bill Haine of 
Alton, said there is no place for parti-
san politics in a state that ranks near 
the bottom in terms of debt liability 
and job creation.

In addition, he said, he takes pride 
in the fact the state was able to bal-
ance its budget for the first time 21 
years, an effort that required a lot of 
give and take.

“Leadership and compromise is 
the only way we balanced Illinois' 
budget for 2012.  Leadership and 

compromise is the only way educa-
tion reform was passed," Kay said. 
"Leadership and compromise was 
how I successfully passed legisla-
tion to audit the Illinois Workers’ 
Compensation System, the audit that 
is currently under way. Leadership 
and compromise was how I passed 
legislation to reform Illinois’ prop-
erty tax sale auctions to make 18 per-
cent interest rates to property owners 
a thing of the past.  And further-
more, leadership and compromise is 
how I passed landmark legislation to 
ensure that taxpayers will no longer 
pay a person who was injured while 
committing a crime on the state’s 
dime.”

Having spent two years in 
Springfield, Kay said his message 
hasn't changed.

"Lead on tough issues by telling 
the truth about the depth of our 
challenges. Tell the truth about the 
difficulty of the solutions," he said. 
"This is the only effective way to lead 
Illinois during these tough times.  It 
is the only way to keep us focused 
and not drift from one problem to 
another.”
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"After School Learning, a tutoring program offered 
in partnership with SIUE, is a win-win program for all 
those involved," she said.

"It provides SIUE students with a service oppor-
tunity to help younger students and is, of course, a 
benefit for our local families looking for this service 
for their children."

The Centennial Library will provide space for stu-
dents and tutors to gather.

"The Glen Carbon Library is very happy to provide 
the site and necessary resources for this important 

outreach program that helps students of all ages with 
math and reading assistance," Hughes said.

The SIUE students involved in the program are 
volunteers who have been trained to work one-on-one 
with students who have been identified by their teach-
ers as needing an after-school homework club setting.

The tutoring sessions will be conducted in the 
Children's Program Room under the supervision of 
the library's youth services staff.

SIUE students who have volunteered for the pro-
gram have meet federal and state background checks.

For more information, contact Magi Henderson, 
youth services director at the library, at 288-1212.
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Arrests made
in drug and
battery cases
The Intelligencer

Zachary Stendebeck. 27, of Alton, 
was arrested about 12:10 a.m. 
Wednesday in the 1200 block of 
North Main Street and booked under 
suspicion of manufacture or delivery 
of less than 2.5 grams of marijuana, 
possession of drug paraphernalia 
and driving with an expired license, 
according to Edwardsville Police 
Department reports.

He posted $400 bail and was 
released pending a court appear-
ance.

In other arrests and court cases:

Edwardsville, was arrested Monday 
on a warrant issued on a charge of 
possession of a controlled substance, 
according to an Edwardsville Police 
Department report Tuesday.

R. Foran, 20, both of Arnold, Mo., 
each were charged with five counts 
of forgery in criminal informations 
filed Wednesday by Madison County 
State's Attorney Tom Gibbons. They 
are accused of forging the signature 
of Donald R. Bryant, of Edwardsville, 
on $1,150 in checks drawn on his 
account at The Bank of Edwardsville 
in July, August and September.

a.m. Monday at Laurie's Place, 228 N. 
Main St., according to an Edwardsville 
Police Department report on 
Thursday. Anthony P. Henry, 25, of 
Edwardsville, and Btissam Hicks, 
33, of Alton, were charged with bat-
tery. Lauren N. Votava, 24, of Glen, 
Carbon, was charged with disorderly 
conduct.

The Madison County Courthouse 
and the Madison County 
Administration Building  will close 
on Monday for Columbus Day.  

Illinois Secretary of State Jesse 
White said offices and facilities  nor-
mally open Monday through Friday 
will be closed on Monday. Driver 
services facilities that normally open 
Tuesday through Saturday will closed 
on Saturday, Oct. 8. All driver servic-
es facilities will be open Tuesday.

Courthouse to close
for Columbus Day

Peoria Diocese exits adoption case

PEORIA (AP) — The Catholic Diocese of Peoria 
announced Thursday it plans to stop providing state-
funded social services and withdraw from a court 
battle involving Illinois’ new civil unions law.

The announcement comes two days after an appeal 
was filed by Catholic Charities affiliated with the 
Joliet, Springfield and Belleville dioceses, which are 
challenging a Sangamon County judge’s ruling siding 
with the state of Illinois. 

The charities wish to continue their state contracts, 
while also referring unmarried couples who want 
to be adoptive or foster parents to other agencies, 
citing principles of religious liberty and freedom of 
conscience.

The state of Illinois has said that longstanding prac-
tice is discriminatory, a violation of the new law, which 
allows unmarried couples — gay or straight — to 
legally enter into civil unions.

Bishop Daniel Jenky of the Peoria Diocese said in a 
statement that the decision to withdraw from the liti-
gation and from providing state-funded social services 
was not made lightly.

“Public policy and state law, however, have increas-
ingly clashed with church teachings in such a way that 

we no longer can maintain this partnership as a viable 
option,” Jenky said.

The Peoria Diocese’s approximately 1,000 foster care 
cases will be handled by a new nonprofit organiza-
tion called the Center for Youth and Family Solutions, 
which intends to hire the existing child welfare staff 
of Peoria Catholic Charities, said Illinois Department 
of Children and Family Services spokesman Kendall 
Marlowe. Peoria Catholic Charities will handle the 
cases through Jan. 31, giving the new agency time to 
obtain a child welfare license, Marlowe said.

“We commend Catholic Charities of Peoria for put-
ting children first,” Marlowe said. “They have a proud 
tradition of serving children and families in need and 
today’s decision means that legacy lives on.”

Peoria Catholic Charities’ foster care contracts with 
the state total $15 million to $17 million annually, 
more than half the budget of the charity, said Patricia 
Gibson, general counsel for the Peoria Diocese.

“That’s a big hit,” Gibson said, and finances didn’t 
play into the decision. Leaders in the diocese saw the 
opportunity to move all its foster care cases to one 
new nonprofit group would “minimize disruption 
in lives, particularly of the children that we serve,” 
Gibson said.

Illinois ended contracts with Catholic Charities in 
the four dioceses in July because of the organizations’ 
practice of referring unmarried couples to other agen-
cies.

New agency will
handle foster care


